ESSENTIALS FOR THE VISUAL ARTS CLASS ROOM  

Date:_____________
Teacher: ___________________________

Class: _______________________

Observer:_________________________
Time in Class: ________________________
School: _______

1. Classroom Management (TPA 1)

Look For:

Rules /Procedures posted & followed
You Should See:
____Rules/procedures can be read from anywhere in the room. 

____Students adhere to the posted procedures - reinforced by the teacher as needed.

Look For: 

Safety Issues Addressed
You Should See:
____Heat sources, sharp edges, chemical fluids are controlled -potential accidents guarded against. 

____Safety equipment includes a working fire extinguisher, safety goggles as required, rubber gloves and other clean-up accessories(blood born pathogens), basic first aid materials available.  

____One or more posted procedures addressing class room safety.

Look For: 

Evidence of Planning
You Should See:
____Agenda can be read from anywhere in the class.  

____The class flow indicates prior planning.  

____Display of lesson plans, agenda, etc. as required.  

____High time on task 

 2. Environment (TPA 3,5)

Look For:

Principles/Elements/Standards applied
You Should See:
____Principles of Design and Elements of Art posted or available for observers.   ---____Standards posted or available for observers.   

____Observers are able to identify standards, Design Principles or Art Elements in the lesson being taught or work being done by students.


Look For:
Student artwork on display
You Should See:
____Student art on display in the art class and/or other appropriate spaces in the school.

Look For: 

Evidence of Diversity
You Should See:
_____Examples of artists and art works from many historical periods, places and cultures visible in the class and/or in other appropriate spaces in the school.  

Look For:

Students’ sense of security
You Should See:
____The teacher’s positive attitude supports effective Teacher/Student rapport. 

____Students are not concerned for their physical or emotional safety and participate.  ____There is an absence of negative teacher behaviors or attitudes.  

Look For:

Relevant Technology
You Should See:
____Up to date computers available as tools and media.  

____Cameras, video cameras and computer software as appropriate.

____ DVD and other media employed as appropriate.

Look For:

Functional Organization
You Should See:
____Specialized areas and storage rooms organized for safe and logical traffic patterns.  ____Materials are readily available for students. 

____Materials distribution and end of class clean up no more than 3-4 minutes each. ____Temporary clutter caused by the work is not be a general state of the art classroom

3. Evidence of Engagement (TPA 3)

Look For:

Variety of tasks occurring
You Should See:
____Activities and assignments are varied, purposeful, and appropriate for learners.  

____Student art on display reflects a variety of materials, media, techniques, and styles.

Look For:

Multiple Intelligences addressed
You Should See:
____Differentiation of content, process, and/or products meets the needs of students

Look for:

Student/Teacher Interaction

You Should See:
____The teacher manages the class in a manner that promotes a positive learning climate. 

Look For:

Student Directed Learning/Goal Setting
You Should See:
____Students have opportunities to make choices, conduct self-assessment and to reflect

4. Lesson Implementation (TPA 1,2,3 & 4)

Look for:

Clearly Defined Expectations 
You Should See:
____Lesson vocabulary and vocabulary are clearly displayed. 

____Agenda is clearly defined.

Look For:

Demonstration of Techniques and Processes
You Should See:
____The teacher is actively involved in modeling techniques and processes for students 

Look For:

Assessment (Formal & Informal)

You Should See:
____Informal assessment on a regular basis 

____Students evaluating art when appropriate 

____Scored art assignments when appropriate

____Questions directed to students with responses on a regular basis 

____Written tests, teacher checklists, verbal assessment, rubrics when appropriate


Look For:

Differentiated Instruction
You Should See:
_____Students involved in a variety of learning experiences. 

Look For:

Teacher and Students as Presenter
You Should See:
____(not necessarily daily) the teacher modeling the presentation of art and a process for critique of works of art.  

____(not necessarily daily) students present their own works and take part in critiques

5. Professional Responsibility (TPA 5)
Look For:

Attention to Professionalism
Look For:
___ Teacher conforms to school/district initiatives and procedures 

___ Teacher conforms to general standards for professionalism expected of all teachers 
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ESSENTIALS FOR THE VISUAL ARTS CLASS ROOM

1. Classroom Management (TPA 1)

Look For:

Rules /Procedures posted & followed
You Should See:
A posting of rules or procedures that can be read from anywhere in the room. Students adhere to the posted procedures that are reinforced by the teacher as needed.

Look For: 

Safety Issues Addressed
You Should See:
Heat sources (kilns, open flame), sharp edges (X-acto knives, paper cutters, mat cutters, scissors, etc.), chemical fluids (paints, thinner, cleaners, photo chemicals, glazes, etc.) are controlled and obvious opportunities for accidental student contact are controlled or guarded against. Safety equipment includes a working fire extinguisher, safety goggles as required, rubber gloves and other clean-up accessories compliant with required procedures for blood born pathogens protection, basic first aid materials available.  One or more posted procedures addressing class room safety.
Look For: 

Evidence of Planning
You Should See:
Agenda for class that can be read from anywhere in the class.  The class will flow in a manner that clearly indicates prior planning on the part of the teacher.  Individual school requirements regarding posting or display of lesson plans, agenda, etc. are observed.  High time on task will be observed.
 2. Environment (TPA 3,5)

Look For:

Principles/Elements/Standards applied
You Should See:
Grade Level appropriate Principles of Design and Elements of Art as listed in the HCSD Visual Art Curriculum guide posted or available for observers.  Appropriate Visual Arts Standards posted or available for observers.   Observers are able to identify standards or Design Principles or Art Elements in the lesson being taught or work being done by students.


Look For:
Student artwork on display
You Should See:
Student art on display in the art class and in other appropriate spaces in the school.

Look For: 

Evidence of Diversity
You Should See:
Examples of artists and art works from many historical periods, places and cultures visible in the class and/or in other appropriate spaces in the school.  

Look For:

Students’ sense of security
You Should See:
The teacher’s positive attitude supports effective Teacher/Student rapport. Students demonstrate that they are not concerned for their physical or emotional safety and participate in the class.  There is an absence of negative teacher behaviors or attitudes.  
Look For:

Relevant Technology
You Should See:
Up to date computers available as tools and media.  From grade 7 and up you may see film and digital cameras, video cameras and computer software used to work with those recording devices.  DVD and other media may be employed for art history and appreciation presentations.

Look For:

Functional Organization
You Should See:
The classroom, specialized areas (kiln room, dark room, clay wheels), and storage rooms should be organized for safe and logical traffic patterns as students and the teacher move about the facility to retrieve or store projects and materials, use tools or access text or digital reference materials.  Materials should be prepared or readily available for students. Gathering materials and end of class clean up should require no more than 3-4 minutes each. Clutter can be a temporary condition caused by the work but should not be a general state of the art classroom.  Creating art can be messy but should not be chaotic and should reflect prior planning.
3. Evidence of Engagement (TPA 3)

Look For:

Variety of tasks occurring
You Should See:
Activities and assignments are varied, purposeful, and appropriate for learners.  Younger art students often work on the “same” assignment but individual differences should be observable.  The only time students should be observed drawing or making the exact same thing would be an instance of practicing a particular technique or skill.  By middle school it is common to see students working on many different assignments in the art class.  Student art on display reflects a variety of materials, media, techniques, and styles.
Look For:

Multiple Intelligences addressed
You Should See:
Differentiation of content, process, and/or products meets the needs of students who may be performing at a variety of talent and ability levels.  The teacher is responsive to students who may learn best in modes that are not linguistic or mathematical.
Look for:

Student/Teacher Interaction

You Should See:
The teacher provides opportunities for students to pose clarifying, probing or follow-up questions and manages the class in a manner that promotes a positive learning climate. 
Look For:

Student Directed Learning/Goal Setting
You Should See:
Students have opportunities to make choices about their work and the opportunity for self-assessment and reflection on their work.

4. Lesson Implementation (TPA 1,2,3 & 4)

Look for:

Clearly Defined Expectations 
You Should See:
Lesson vocabulary and vocabulary are clearly displayed. Agenda is clearly defined and visible from anywhere in the room.
Look For:

Demonstration of Techniques and Processes
You Should See:
The teacher is actively involved in modeling techniques and processes for the students and provides step-by-step instruction when necessary.

Look For:

Assessment (Formal & Informal)

You Should See:
Informal assessment between teacher and individual students, art critiques with students evaluating art of peers and others, formally scored art assignments, questions directed to students with responses, written tests, teacher checklists, verbal assessment, rubrics.


Look For:

Differentiated Instruction
You Should See:
Students are involved in a variety of learning experiences. They may be involved in making art, looking at art, analyzing art and/or critiquing art and artifacts.
Look For:

Teacher and Students as Presenter
You Should See:
While not necessarily a daily activity it is common for the art teacher to model the presentation of art and a process for critique of works of art.  From time to time students present their own works and take part in critiques of their own and others work.
5. Professional Responsibility (TPA 5)
Look For:

Attention to Professionalism
You Should See:
Professional responsibility extends far beyond that which may be observed in a brief class room visit but the teacher should always be in compliance with District Policies as noted in the section of that document “Responsibilities, Ethics and Conflict of Interest” and with other requirements given in the District Personnel Handbook.  Particular types of media or materials in art instruction sometimes call for a variance from the normal dress policy but such instances should be an exception rather than the rule and should be in compliance with the variations allowed by the district professional dress code.
