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Choral Music Standards

	Standard 1:     
	Singing
Sings alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.

	Standard 2:
	Performing
Performing with instrument (voice), alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

	Standard 3:
	Improvising
Improvising melodies and rhythms.

	Standard 4:
	Composing and Arranging
Composes and arranges music within specific guidelines.

	Standard 5:
	Reading and Notating
Reads and notates music.

	Standard 6:
	Analyzing
Analyzes and describes music. 

	Standard 7:
	Evaluating
Evaluates music and music performances. 

	Standard 8:
	Making Connections
Relates music to all other arts and disciplines.

	Standard 9:
	Relating to History and Culture
Understanding music in relation to history and world cultures.




Intent of Music Education

Definition: 

Music is one of the essential parts of human existence. It is the translation of ideas, feelings, and experiences into audible expression. Through the simple elements of rhythm, form, melody, timbre, harmony, texture, and expression, people from the earliest recorded history have created music. When people perform music composed by another, they interpret the composer's work in a personal way using those elements. One of the most revealing ways that people share their culture is through the arts. They radiate the lifestyle of the people who created them. Music is as varied as the cultures which create it. The different types of music define what this country is as a nation. 

Purpose: 

Music gives balance to human existence and helps it survive. Charles Fowler, a nationally renowned music educator, said that music in all its vast variety speaks to the heart of humankind. It is one of the ways we represent and communicate our humanity. It is a means to convey emotional reactions to the people and the life around us. Music permits people to express who they are and what they feel about the world they live in. With it, people's identity is established in a particular place at a particular time. "Music puts us in touch with our own humanness and with the humanness of other people. By probing the mysteries of our existence -- our uncertainties, our hunger, our excitements, and our dreams -- music provides a portrait of the inner being. That is why it is such an important means of communication within and among all human societies. Through music we can find our roots as global human being members of the human race. The real wonder of it all is that these rewards can be ours for a lifetime." (Fowler, 1994, p. 537.) 

Fowler pointed out further that in a world of cold technology, facts, and information, music brings people back to their basic humanness. It is one of the fundamental ways people have invented to search for life's meaning and to express their human essence in this world. It is a means of caring for and preserving the life of our spirit. 

"Goals 2000: Educate America Act" established the arts as core subjects among the disciplines in which every American should demonstrate competence. Music is studied for itself, as well as for the important role it plays in developing the abstract thinking skills necessary in reading and in mathematics. The music curriculum and past practices of instruction have been expanded from singing, performance on musical instruments, and listening to greater understandings and applications. Additionally, the study of music assists consumers in making wise choices as they respond to the marketing of one of the nation's largest businesses, the entertainment industry. 

Mission: 

The mission of arts education in South Carolina is to provide every child a quality education in dance, drama, music, and/or the visual arts. The primary goal is to promote the development and implementation of appropriate curriculum, instruction, and assessment based on the South Carolina Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Standards 2003. The curriculum should include comprehensive, sequential instructional units that integrate and balance all standards in all four arts areas as they are outlined in the South Carolina Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Standards 2003. 

The mission of music educators in Horry County Schools is to provide every child a meaningful and challenging standards-based music curriculum ensuring a sequential program that results in learning.

The music standards provide unified expectations for students and inform the community of what a musically literate people know and is able to do at each level of their development.
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Music Standards

	Standard One:     
	Singing 
Sings alone and with others a varied repertoire of music. 


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Sings accurately and with good breath control throughout one's singing ranges, alone and in small and large ensembles. 

2. Sings with expression and technical accuracy a repertoire of vocal literature with a level of difficulty of 2-3, on a scale of 1 to 6, including some songs performed from memory. 

3. Sings music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed. 

4. Sings music written in two and three parts. 

5. Sings in groups, blending vocal timbres, matching dynamic levels, and responds to the cues of a conductor. 

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Choral 
	General Music 

	Alto
	A capella
	Choir

	Arpeggio
	Articulation
	Chorus

	Articulate
	Chest voice
	Karaoke

	Audition
	Diction
	

	Aural
	Diphthong
	

	Balance
	Drone
	

	Baritone
	Espressivo
	

	Bass
	Expression
	

	Choral
	Falsetto
	

	Color
	Glissando
	

	Consonance
	Glottis
	

	Diaphragm
	Head voice (register)
	

	Dissonance
	Imitation
	

	Enunciate
	Intonation
	

	Lift
	Lyrics
	

	Metronome
	Monotone
	

	Part
	Palate
	

	Pitch
	Rote
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Two:     
	Performing 
Performing with instrument (voice), alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Perform with appropriate dynamics and timbres. 

2. Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of choral literature with a level of difficulty of 1-2 on a scale of 1-6. 

3. Perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed. 

4. Perform simple melodies and accompaniments on an instrument. 

Vocabulary

	High Value
	General Choral

	Accompaniment
	Antiphonal

	Duet
	Call and response

	Ensemble
	Concert

	Instrument
	Concert etiquette

	Perform/performance
	Homophony

	Rehearsal
	Ovation

	Solo
	Partner song

	Trio
	Polyphony

	
	Quartet

	
	Quintet

	
	Septet

	
	Sextet
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Three:     
	Improvising
Improvising melodies and rhythms.


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Echoes simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.  

2. Improvises melodic embellishments and simple rhythmic and melodic variations on familiar melodies.

3. Improvises short melodies, each in a consistent style meter and tonality. 

Vocabulary

	High Value

	Down

	Embellishment

	Up
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Four:     
	Composing and Arranging.
Composes and arranges music within specific guidelines. 


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Create compositions in large group settings.

2. Compose short pieces within specified guidelines.

Students compose a 4-8 measure rhythm composition in Common Time using only whole, half, quarter, and eighth notes/rests.

Students write a 4-8 measure melodic composition using only do, re, mi and rhythmically only using quarter notes.

Given a prescribed tone set, students decide the rhythm and meter.

Given a prescribed rhythm and meter, students write a melody using a specified tone set.

Note, rhythm and tonal sets should reflect the reading skill level of the students.

Using the vowel sounds and any combination of consonants, students create a vocal warm-up of 4-8 measures following the specified guidelines.

Example:

     Using do, re, me, fa, so
     Starting and ending on do

     Moving by steps or skips only from do-mi, mi-so, or do-so

     Using half notes, quarter notes, or eighth notes

Students notate their compositions on staff paper and publish them by sharing them with the class.

3. Arrange simple pieces for voices and/or classroom instruments.

4. Compose and arrange using a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources, including sounds produced by electronic means.

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Choral 
	General Music 

	Composition
	Compose/composer
	Counterpoint

	Create
	Cue
	Orchestration

	Improvisation
	
	Transpose
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Five:     
	Reading and Notating.
Reads and notates music.


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Reads whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted notes and rests in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, 3/8, and alla breve meter signatures. 

2. Sight-read simple melodies in the appropriate clef with a level of difficulty of 2 on a scale of 1 to 6.

3. Identifies and defines standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression. 

4. Uses standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others. 

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Choral 
	General Music 

	Accent
	A tempo
	Body percussion

	Accidental
	Accelerando
	Cadenza

	Adagio
	Alla breve
	Grace note

	Al fine
	Breath mark
	Melodic motif

	Allegro
	Broken chord
	Middle “c”

	Andante
	Cantabile
	Pizzicato

	Bar line
	Choral reading
	Timbre

	Beat
	Circle of fifths
	

	Brace
	Common time
	

	Bracket
	Compound meter/time
	

	Chromatic
	Cut time
	

	Clef
	DC al fine
	

	Coda
	Descant
	

	Crescendo
	Diatonic
	

	Da capo
	Dolce
	

	Dal segno/segno
	Dotted note
	

	Decrescendo
	Duple meter
	

	Diminuendo
	Eighth note
	

	Down beat
	Eighth rest
	

	Double bar
	Enharmonic
	

	Dynamics
	First ending
	

	Ending
	Grand staff
	

	Fermata
	Half note
	

	Fine
	Half rest
	

	Flag
	Hemiola
	

	Forte
	Ledger/leger line
	

	Fortissimo
	Lento
	

	Grave
	Loco
	

	Half step
	Maestoso
	

	Harmonic
	Major triad
	

	Harmony
	Melodic direction
	

	Interval
 (second, third, etc.)
	Meno
	

	Introduction
	Mezzo
	

	Legato
	Mezzo forte
	

	Marcato
	Mezzo piano
	

	Measure
	Minor triad
	

	Natural (sign)
	Mixed meter
	

	Note
	Molto
	

	Octave
	Mosso
	

	Phrase
	Mysterioso
	

	Pianissimo
	Notation
	

	Piano
	Ornamentation
	

	Presto
	Ostinato
	

	Quarter note
	Pentatonic
	

	Quarter rest
	Pick-up note
	

	Quasi
	Piu
	

	Repeat Sign
	Poco a poco
	

	Root
	Rallentando
	

	Scale
	Repetition
	

	Simile
	Ritardando
	

	Slur
	Rubato
	

	Staccato
	Sforzando
	

	Staff
	Sightread
	

	Step
	Sixteenth note
	

	Subdivide
	Solfege (do, re, etc.)/
solmization
	

	Tempo
	Steady beat
	

	Tie
	Tacet
	

	Time Signature
	Trill
	

	Tonic
	Triplet
	

	Upbeat
	Tutti
	

	
	Vivace
	

	
	Whole note
	

	
	Whole step
	


Return to the Top


Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Six:     
	Analyzing
Analyzes and describes music.  


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Identifies simple music forms when presented aurally and visually. 

2. Describes specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 

The ability to think musical sounds without external voicing in an essential tool for musicians.

a. Students sing a scale with pre-determined syllables being sung silently.

b. Students are given melody, rhythm pattern, or simple song. When given an appropriate signal, students stop singing or chanting to read silently. After another signal, students resume singing or chanting.

c. Select certain pitches or notes to sing or chant silently as they appear in an exercise or simple song, for example:

                                                 -  all 8th notes

                                                 -  all mi’s
3. Analyzes the uses of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures. 

4. Demonstrates knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions in their analysis of music. 

5. Identifies the sounds of a variety of instruments including many orchestral, bands, and various cultural instruments, as well as male and female adult voices. 

6. Use purposeful movement to respond to selected prominent music characteristics or to specific music events.

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Choral 
	General Music 

	Arrangement
	Binary form
	Chamber music

	Ballad/ballade
	
	Chant

	Blues
	
	Concerto

	Bridge
	
	Boogie woogie

	Broadway
	
	Cadence

	Canon
	
	Calypso

	Carol
	
	Chordal

	Classical
	
	Interlude

	Form
	
	Medley

	Hymn
	
	Octavo

	Key signature
	
	Overture

	Movement
	
	Processional

	Parallel motion
	
	Recessional

	Pattern (rhythmic, melodic, conducting)
	
	

	Refrain
	
	

	Romantic
	
	

	Round
	
	

	Sequence
	
	

	Style
	
	

	Theme/theme and variations
	
	

	Verse
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Seven:     
	Evaluating
Evaluates music and music performances.  


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

Develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances and compositions and apply the criteria to personal listening, composing, and performing.
Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their individual performances and those of others.
Vocabulary

	High Value 

	Aesthetic

	Analyze

	Flat (pitch)/Flat (sign)

	Resonance

	Sharp (pitch)/Sharp (sign)
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Eight:     
	Making Connections

Relates music to all other arts and disciplines. 


  Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Explain the similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in the various arts disciplines.

2. Describes ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music. 

Students sing songs using foreign languages.  

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Music 

	Acoustic
	Amplifier

	Audience
	Gospel music

	Auditorium
	Plain song

	Bow
	Anthem

	Brass
	Aria

	Conductor
	Art song

	Dance
	Audio

	Drama
	Band

	Encore
	Baton

	Frequency
	Finale

	Jazz
	Intermission

	Jingle
	Lullaby

	Musical
	Orchestra

	Percussion
	Pantomime

	Processional
	Patriotic

	Strings
	Rock and roll

	Symphony
	

	Texture
	

	Vibration
	

	Woodwind
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Music Standards (cont'd)

	Standard Nine:     
	Relating to History and Culture.

Understanding music in relation to history and world cultures. 


Performance Standards - Grade 8:

1. Identifies by genre or style aural examples of music from various historical periods and world cultures. 

2. Describes distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a variety of world cultures. 

3. Identifies by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period, composer, and title) a varied body of exemplary music works. 

4. Identifies various uses of music in their daily experiences and describes characteristics that make certain music suitable for each use. 

5. Compares, in several cultures of the world, functions music serves, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed. 

6. Demonstrates audience behavior appropriate for the context and style of music performed. 

Vocabulary

	High Value 
	General Music 

	Folk Music
	Autoharp

	Lied
	Ballet

	Program music
	Banjo

	Rap
	Baroque

	Recorder
	Bass drum

	Spiritual
	Bassoon

	
	Bells

	
	Bongo

	
	Castanets

	
	Cello

	
	Chimes

	
	Clarinet

	
	Conga

	
	Double bass

	
	Drum

	
	Dulcimer

	
	Euphonium

	
	Flute

	
	French horn

	
	Fugue

	
	Genre

	
	Glockenspiel

	
	Gong

	
	Gregorian chant

	
	Guiro

	
	Guitar

	
	Harmonica

	
	Harp

	
	Horn

	
	Kazoo

	
	Keyboard

	
	Libretto

	
	Madrigal

	
	Maracas

	
	Medieval

	
	Middle ages

	
	Motet

	
	Opera

	
	Operetta

	
	Oratorio

	
	Recitative

	
	Renaissance

	
	Twentieth century

	
	Virtuoso

	
	Waltz
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