ESSENTIALS FOR GENERAL MUSIC CLASSES

Date: _____________
Teacher: ___________________________

Class: _______________________
Observer: _________________________
Time in Class: ________________________
School: _______

1. Classroom Management (TPA 1- Teacher Performance Area)

Look For:

Organized means for students to get music and materials

You Should See:

___Specified storage spaces

Look For:

Prompt and orderly beginning of class

You Should See:

___Additional time does not exceed a maximum of two minutes

___Discussion of agenda begins immediately 

___Procedures for entering and exiting class

Look For:

Appropriate student behavior

You Should See:  
___Procedures posted for classroom management

  


___Students at assigned place on time with music, other required materials. 

              ___Student questions/discussion preceded by raised hand & recognition by the teacher.  

2. Environment (TPA 3, 5)

Look For:

High time-on-task

You Should See:

___Majority of class time is used for student participation

  


___No students idle longer than five minutes without taking part in activities 

Look For:

High expectations communicated to students

You Should See:

___General encouragement 

Look For:

Students’ sense of security

You Should See:

___Students act as if they are not concerned for their physical or emotional safety 

___Students participate in the class  

___Absence of negative teacher behaviors 

___Adherence to classroom management policy

3. Evidence of Engagement (TPA 3)

Look For:

Students have access to music texts

You Should See:

___Music collections or books shared by no more than two students per book.

Look For:

Students Sing, Move, Play, Listen, Create, Read/Write and/or Evaluate

You Should See:

___All members of the class are working on or engaged in the activity

Look For:

Students participate in discussion

You Should See:

___ Students engage in discussion when appropriate  

4. Lesson Implementation (TPA 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Look For:

Advance Planning/Lesson Plan

You Should See:

___Agenda visible from anywhere in room  

___Class flow indicates the teacher has planned 

___All materials for the class are readily available 

Look For:

Teacher demonstration of musical concepts (modeling) 

You Should See:

___Teachers may play keyboards, sing, clap rhythms, or use other methods to model

5. Professional Responsibility (TPA 5)

Look For:

Organizational Skill 

You Should See:

___Music room, other rooms convey neatness and a sense of organization

___Paperwork, duty, travel and other broad elements reflect a well organized leader

Look For:

Leadership/interpersonal skills 

You Should See:

___Teacher demonstrates the ability to motivate young people toward desired goals

___ Teacher communicates effectively with parents, administration, colleagues and the general public.   
Look For:

Musicianship 

You Should See:

___No blatant examples of inadequate musicianship

Look For:

Other Important Factors 

You Should See:

___ Conforms to school/district initiatives and procedures 

___ Teacher conforms to general standards for professionalism expected of all teachers 

Generally, did it seem that a significant part of the class focused on students working on:

_____ Fundamentals of singing


________________________________________________

_____ Fundamentals of playing


________________________________________________

_____ Fundamentals of moving


________________________________________________

_____Fundamentals of listening


________________________________________________

_____Fundamentals of creating


________________________________________________

_____Fundamentals of reading/writing

________________________________________________

_____Fundamentals of evaluating


________________________________________________

____ Social skills (teamwork, commitment, dedication, etc.)
___________________________________________

NOTES:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

ESSENTIALS FOR GENERAL MUSIC CLASSES
 1. Classroom Management (TPA 1)

Look For:

Organized means for students to get music and materials

Look For:

Prompt and orderly beginning of class

Look For:

Appropriate student behavior

 2. Environment (TPA 3, 5)

Look For:

High time-on-task

Look For:

High expectations communicated to students

Look For:

Students’ sense of security

 3. Evidence of Engagement (TPA 3)

Look For:

Students have access to music texts

Look For:

Students sing, move, play, listen, create, read/write and/or evaluate

Look For:

Students participate in discussion

 4. Lesson Implementation (TPA 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Look For:

Advance Planning/Lesson Plan

Look For:

Teacher demonstration of musical concepts (modeling) 

 5. Professional Responsibility (TPA 5)

Look For:

Organizational Skill 

Look For:

Leadership/interpersonal skills 

Look For:

Musicianship 

Look For:

Other Important Factors 

Are students learning:
1.
Fundamentals of singing 

2.         Fundamentals of playing

3.         Fundaments of moving

4.   
Fundamentals of listening

5.
Fundamentals of creating

6.
Fundamentals of reading/writing

7.
Fundamentals of evaluating 

8.
Social skills (teamwork, commitment, dedication, etc.)

ESSENTIALS FOR GENERAL MUSIC CLASSES 
1. Classroom Management (TPA 1)

Look For:

Organized means for students to get music and materials
You Should See:
Students enter the room and move to appropriate location as directed by the teacher.  Students wait and listen for instructions on distribution of any needed music or materials.
Look For:

Prompt and orderly beginning of class
You Should See:
At the start of class, students should promptly enter room by following posted procedures.  Teacher should be visible and all talking or activities should cease at this time.
Look For:

Appropriate student behavior
You Should See:
Students should be in appropriate location as directed by teacher and follow posted procedures for classroom management.  Student questions, suggestions, or discussion should be preceded by raised hand and recognized by teacher.
 2. Environment (TPA 3, 5)

Look For:

High time-on-task
You Should See:
The majority of class time is used for student participation.  No group of students should be idle longer than 5 minutes without singing or taking part in activities.
Look For:

High expectations communicated to students
You Should See:
During class the teacher provides encouragement, suggestions, and instruction and challenges students to improve.
Look For:

Students’ sense of security
You Should See:
Students act as if they are not concerned for their physical or emotional safety and actively participate in the class.  There is an absence of negative teacher behaviors that might include but not be limited to nagging, making negative comparisons, speaking or acting in an aggressive or threatening manner, sarcasm, talking down to students.
 3. Evidence of Engagement (TPA 3)

Look For:

Students have their music

You Should See:
Every student has access to written music when used during the lesson.  Examples might be state adopted texts, Music Express magazine, PowerPoint or other types of music accessed through the use of a projector.   If using a book format, these should be shared by no more than two students per book.
Look For:

Students sing, move, play, listen, create, read/write and/or evaluate 

You Should See:
Unless experiencing a rest in the music, there is no reason to see class members working on other materials, reading recreational material, sleeping, etc.  Even the student with an injury or illness that prevents active participation should have some assignment related to music.

Look For:

Students participate in discussion

You Should See:
Much of the feedback in music class is non-verbal but when the teacher poses questions or elicits non-verbal responses, students should engage in the discussion.  Responses should not be limited to a handful of the same students.

 4. Lesson Implementation (TPA 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Look For:

Advance Planning/Lesson Plan

You Should See:
The agenda for each class is visible from anywhere in the room.  The class flows in a manner that indicates the teacher has planned and considered the work to be done, the time the work will take, and what adjustments may be necessary.  The teacher has all materials for the rehearsal readily available.

Look For:

Teacher demonstration of musical concepts (modeling) 

You Should See:
Teachers may play keyboard, recordings, or other instruments, sing examples, clap rhythms, or use other methods to model for students but instruction should rarely be strictly verbal or written.  It is highly desirable for students to hear trained musicianship on a frequent basis.

5. Professional Responsibility (TPA 5)

Look For:

Organizational Skill 

You Should See:
The classroom, inventory, required paperwork, duty, travel arrangements and other elements of the music program should reflect a well organized leader. 

Look For:

Leadership/interpersonal skills 

You Should See:
The teacher demonstrates the ability to motivate young people toward desired goals and has the ability to effectively communicate with parents, administration, professional colleagues and the general public.    

Look For:

Musicianship 

You Should See:
The teacher demonstrates no blatant examples of inadequate musicianship, such as errors in music reading, facts or terminology.

Look For:

Other Important Factors 

You Should See:
Music teachers should conform to school/district initiatives and procedures as well as the general standards for professionalism expected of all teachers and staff members within the school and system.

Are students learning?

1.
Fundamentals of singing 

2.         Fundamentals of playing

3.         Fundaments of moving

4.   
Fundamentals of listening

5.
Fundamentals of creating

6.
Fundamentals of reading/writing

7.
Fundamentals of evaluating 

8.
Social skills (teamwork, commitment, dedication, etc.)

