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Preface

This curriculum guide defines a system for teaching orchestra in the Horry County Schools (South Carolina).  It provides both a guide for daily lesson planning and a long-range perspective for student achievement and teacher effectiveness.  It is the responsibility of each music educator to implement a sequential plan of instruction that will meet the needs of all students through the use of this guide.

In addition, clearly defined skills and objectives are identified for beginning (Grade 6), intermediate (Grades 7-8), proficient (Grades 9-12), and advanced orchestra (Grades 9-12).  These skills and objectives correspond to both the National Standards and the South Carolina Standards.  Rehearsal activities in the orchestra program are focused towards achieving these skills and objectives so that students will become proficient on the instrument(s) they choose.  Furthermore, through consistent participation and achievement in the orchestra program, students will acquire the depth of knowledge and experience that will have an indelible imprint on their musical development. Orchestral study will enable each student to enjoy a richer life through listening to and participating in musical ensembles in the future.

BEGINNING ORCHESTRA (GRADE 6)

Program Objective


Beginning class instruction is offered on violin, viola, cello, and double bass instruments.  A comprehensive program should include homogeneous or heterogeneous instrumental grouping, orchestra experience, and school-related performances.  Administrative cooperation in scheduling should permit a minimum of five academic periods of instruction weekly.  Orchestra instruction as an elective should be considered as a sequential learning experience that is differentiated from special interest activities.

	Content Standard 1

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Sing on pitch using neutral syllables or note names.
	Lessons will include practice that allows the routine singing on pitch the text/method book exercises prior to playing on the instrument.


	Content Standard II

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform on pitch and in rhythm with appropriate dynamics, tone, tempo, and meter.
	See below.

	Perform in groups (that include independent parts) with accurate balance and respond to a conductor.
	See below.

	Perform a varied repertoire of music.
	See below.


I. Instrument Management

Students will identify the parts of the instrument and bow.  These are:


pegs


top


scroll

peg box

back


stick


neck


tailpiece

adjusting screw


fingerboard

fine tuners

bow hair


nut


endpin


grip


strings


end button

frog


f holes


chin rest

ferrule

bridge


sound post

II. Instrument Care
Students will demonstrate the correct process for cleaning, storing, and handling the instrument and bow.  This process includes:

A. Removing instrument from case

B. Tightening and loosening bow

C. Rosining bow

D. Cleaning bow stick after each use

E. Cleaning instrument after each use

F. Storing instrument

III. Position and Posture

A. Students will sit with correct posture, holding the violin or viola correctly.



1. Posture




a. Sit forward on chair (student’s back should not touch chair)




b. Place feet slightly apart on floor




c. Extend left foot slightly forward of the right foot



2. Instrument Hold




a. Place end button in middle of neck




b. Line up scroll with left foot




c. Keep the body of the instrument parallel to the floor




d. Support instrument on shoulder with no hands




e. Keep shoulder relaxed



3. Left Hand Position




a. Mark fingerboard with pitch guides (dots or tapes) to indicate 





placement of the fingers




b. Place base joint of index finger on side of the neck





(E string) slightly in front of fingerboard nut




c. Place thumb and tip of first finger opposite each other one whole





step above the open string




d. Fingernail of first finger points toward the bridge (form a





square with finger)


B. Students will sit with correct posture, holding the cello correctly.



1. Posture




a. Sit forward on chair (student’s back should not touch chair)




b. Form tripod balance with two feet and cello



2. Instrument Hold




a. Lean forward into the instrument




b. Rest instrument on chest or breastbone, not on shoulder




c. Instrument is straight in front




d. Establish correct height by crossing the arms in front of the cello





and placing the hands on the opposite upper bouts




e. Lowest peg is behind left ear




f. Knees below bouts



3. Left Hand Position




a. Mark fingerboard with pitch guides (dots or tapes) to indicate 





placement of the fingers

b. Place thumb, slightly bent, behind the neck and opposite the

second finger




c. All fingers should be slightly curved




d. Play on the pads of the fingers




e. Keep left arm away from body




f. Place fingers equidistant from each other




g. Hand should be at a right angle to the bridge


C. Students will stand with correct posture, holding the double bass correctly.



1. Posture




a. Stand with knees flexible




b. Place left foot slightly ahead of the right foot



2. Instrument Hold




a. Place rib of bass on inside of left leg




b. Establish correct height by length of arms




c. Be able to balance instrument without hands




d. Student leans forward into instrument



3. Left Hand Position




a. Mark fingerboard with pitch guides (dots or tapes) to indicate 





placement of the fingers




b. Place thumb behind the neck opposite the second finger




c. Keep knuckles curved




d. Play on pads of fingers




e. Keep left arm away from body and instrument




f. Place first and second finger equidistant from each other




g. Place second and fourth finger equidistant from each other

IV. Bow Hold

A. Students will hold the violin or viola bow correctly.



1. Proper finger placement is first introduced using a pencil or straw.



2. Hold the bow with the left hand while carefully placing the right hand:




a. Place tip of thumb underneath stick in front of frog bending the





joint toward the hair




b. Curve index finger over the stick (contact between the first and





second joints)




c. Place middle finger above ferrule opposite the thumb




d. Place ring finger next to middle finger




e. Curve little finger on top of stick




f. Keep knuckles flexible




g. Slant hand towards index finger




h. Keep arm straight from elbow to wrist




i. Keep upper arm relaxed


B. Students will hold the cello and bass bow correctly.



1. Proper finger placement is first introduced using a pencil or straw.



2. Hold bow with left hand while carefully placing the right hand:




a. Place thumb on side of stick




b. Bend thumb slightly towards hair




c. Place index finger between first and second joints




d. Place middle finger over ferrule and hair




e. Place ring finger next to middle finger




f. Curve pinkie finger over the stick (not on top of the stick)




g. Keep knuckles flexible

V. Preplaying Exercises

A. Students will strum the instrument.



1. Place left hand in high, middle, and low positions with elbow motion




and pivot of thumb



2. Right hand rebound motion



3. Both hands at the same time (bird wings)



4. Transfer of body weight while strumming


B. Students tap the fingerboard with the left hand and arm.



1. Tap fingertips using the whole arm motion



2. Transfer tapping to high, middle, and low positions


C. Students will perform bow exercises with the right hand.



1. Practice bow direction on the rosin



2. Rock bow with wrist motion on one string



3. Roll bow with arm motion across all strings



4. Other bow exercises (i.e., stirring, windshield wipers, boat rowing,




writing name in air, itsy-bitsy spider)

VI. Bowing and Tone Production

A. Produce an acceptable sound, both arco and pizzicato


B. Move the bow parallel to the bridge with correct contact point between bridge



and fingerboard


C. Demonstrate down bow, up bow, tie and slur.


E. Demonstrate accurate bow speed in relation to the note values

VII. Technique


A. Perform one octave D, G, and C major scales (arpeggios recommended).


B. The violin student will perform a two octave G major scale


C. The viola and cello student will perform a two octave C major scale


D. The violin and viola student will use the fourth finger of the left hand to



produce the same pitch as the open string.

VIII. Ensemble Skills


A. Produce a cohesive ensemble performance


B. Respond to tempo indications by playing at the appropriate speed


C. Execute all rhythms in the context of the music with effective ensemble



precision


D. Match and alter dynamics within the ensemble


E. Demonstrate balance within and between sections of the ensemble

IX. Group Attitude and Conduct


A. Demonstrate a positive attitude about musical performance


B. Remain quiet while the teacher gives instructions


C. Sit attentively during class


D. Respect each other and the director


E. Demonstrate responsibility by attending required events/performances

X. Following a Conductor


A. Start and stop with the conductor


B. Identify the down beat of the measure


C. Follow the music and the conductor simultaneously

XI. Materials


A. Complete Essential Elements 2000 for Strings Book I (recommended

text/method book)


B. Perform Grade I-II string orchestra repertoire

	Content Standard III

Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Echo simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.
	Demonstrate through clapping, tapping, singing, and/or playing within the context of the lesson.


	Content Standard IV

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Compose short pieces and arrange simple melodies.
	Teacher specified guidelines.


	Content Standard V

Reading and notating music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Use note names to read simple pitch notation in the appropriate clef.
	See below.

	Identify/ recognize note values, symbols, and terms for this level.
	See below.


I. Rhythm


A. Demonstrate the relationship between beat and pattern by clapping and playing



various rhythms while the teacher taps the beat


B. Play and identify basic note values and corresponding rests:



1. Whole



2. Half



3. Dotted half



4. Quarter



5. Eighth


C. Perform any combination of the above note values in a variety of time

signatures:



1. 2/4



2. 3/4



3. 4/4


D. Write the appropriate counts under any combination of notes in the previous



time signatures

II. Music Literacy


A. Identify by note name and finger number all of the notes in first position in the



keys of G, D, and C major


B. Name all note values and rests identified at this level


C. Identify whole and half steps


D. Define the following terms:



arco


pizzicato

bass clef



bar line

staff


down bow



up bow


slur


tie



alto clef (viola)
repeat sign

key signature



sharp


natural


whole step



half step

ritard


solo



scale


first ending

second ending



measure

flat


treble clef



fermata

conductor

time signature



dynamics

forte


piano



crescendo

decrescendo

accent

	Content Standard VI

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify simple music forms and patterns.
	Identify repeated phrases/sections in music.

Recognize ABA form aurally.

Recognize/play a round.

See below.

	Use appropriate terminology to describe music, music notation, and music instruments.
	See Rhythm and Music Literacy under Content Standard V above.


I. Aural Skills


A. Match unison pitches


B. Accurately assess the tuning of the instrument


C. Identify a pitch as higher or lower than a given pitch


D. Identify the difference in higher and lower pitch and relate that information to



the correct change of pitch on the instrument

	Content Standard VII

Evaluate music and music performances.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Devise criteria for evaluating music performances.
	Develop aural skills by listening to others.

Develop rubrics as a class assignment.

	Use appropriate terminology to explain personal preference for specific works and/or styles.
	Students plan “class concerts.”

Writing assignment explaining preference for a specific work and/or style.


	Content Standard VIII

Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify similarities/differences in the meanings of common terms used in various art areas.
	Identify/discuss various terms such as texture, color, form, and movement.

Collaborate with other fine arts teachers.

	Identify ways in which the principles and content of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music.
	Collaborate with other academic teachers.

Teaching Across the Curriculum


	Content Standard IX

Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform music from various cultures and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.


INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA (GRADE 7)

Program Objective


The intermediate orchestra offers instruction that continues to develop and refine technique and musicianship.  A comprehensive program should include homogeneous or heterogeneous instrumental grouping, orchestra experience, and participation in local/state festivals and school/community-related performances, with an emphasis on providing a variety of orchestral repertoire for students to learn.  Administrative cooperation in scheduling should permit a minimum of five academic periods of instruction weekly.  Orchestra instruction as an elective should be considered as a sequential learning experience that is differentiated from special interest activities.

	Content Standard 1

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Sing on pitch using neutral syllables or note names with an emphasis on expression and technical accuracy.

Sing music written in two and three parts.
	Lessons will include practice that allows the routine singing on pitch the text/method book exercises and/or sections in the repertoire prior to playing on the instrument.  

Singing will be  used as a tool to facilitate the development of aural skills such as accurate intonation, cohesive ensemble, and an awareness of dynamics and phrasing.


	Content Standard II

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently, alone and in the orchestra, with an emphasis on expression and technical accuracy.
	See below.

	Perform a varied repertoire of music.
	See below.


I. Instrument Care

Students will demonstrate the correct methods for cleaning, storing, and handling


the instrument and bow as identified in the beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

II. Position, Posture, and Bow Hold

Students will sit with correct posture, holding the instrument and bow correctly as 


identified in the beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

III. Bowing and Tone Production

A. Students will demonstrate the correct usage of the following bowings:



1. Martelé



2. Detached slur



3. String crossings (separate and slurred)



4. Detaché



5. Staccato


B. Vary the speed of the bow to make dynamic changes


C. Slur up to four notes in one bow


D. Draw the bow parallel to the bridge with correct contact point between bridge



and fingerboard


E. Play with both the resonant tone (full bow) and the intense tone (slower bow



and closer to the bridge)

F. Students will demonstrate the proper placement, weight, and speed of the bow                               to produce the desired sound


G. Refine all bowing skills identified in the beginning orchestra (Grade 6)

IV. Technique

A. All students will perform one octave major scales (arpeggios recommended)

up to and including two sharps and two flats


B. The violin student will play two octave scales in C, G, D, and B-flat major


C. The viola/cello student will play two octave scales in C, G, and D major


D. The bass student will play a two octave G major scale


E. The cello student will use both forward and backward extensions


F. The bass student will use half, second, and third position


G. All students will practice beginning vibrato exercises

V. Ensemble Skills


Students will continue to develop and refine all skills identified in the beginning


orchestra (Grade 6).

VI. Following a Conductor

A. Students will demonstrate and respond to the correct beat pattern in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4


B. Respond to tempo and dynamic changes as indicated by the conductor

VII. Materials


A. Review Essential Elements 2000 Book I (recommended text/method book)

B. Complete Essential Elements 2000 Book II (recommended text/method book)


C. Perform Grade I-II string orchestra repertoire using the SCMEA Orchestra



Division Concert Festival List as a guide

VIII. Group Attitude and Conduct


Students continue to exhibit all qualities and expectations identified in the


beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

	Content Standard III

Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Echo simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.
	Demonstrate through clapping, tapping, singing, and/or playing within the context of the lesson.

	Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic phrases.
	Play simple/familiar melodies by ear.


	Content Standard IV

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Compose short pieces and arrange simple melodies.
	Teacher specified guidelines.


	Content Standard V

Reading and notating music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify/ recognize note names, note values, symbols, and terms for this level.
	See below.

	Sight read simple melodies
	See below.


I. Rhythm


A. Play and identify all note values and rests from beginning orchestra (Grade 6)

in addition to dotted quarter notes


B. Perform any combination of the previous note values in the following time



signatures:



1. 2/4



2. 3/4



3. 4/4



4. 6/8



5. 2/2



6. 3/8


C. Write the counts under any combination of note values in the previous time



signatures


D. Recognize strong and weak pulses

II. Music Literacy


A. Identify by note name all of the notes in first position,



including half position for the double bass.


B. Name all note values and rests identified at this level


C. Define the following terms:



accidental

interval

fine



da capo

round


major




chromatic

diminuendo

minor



simile


etude


double stop



arpeggio

mezzo piano

tempo



moderato

maestoso

fortissimo





mezzo forte

pianissimo

vibrato




D. Define all terms used in the string orchestra repertoire for this level


E. Sight read Grade I string orchestra repertoire

	Content Standard VI

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Use appropriate terminology to describe music, music notation, and music instruments.
	See Rhythm and Music Literacy under Content Standard V above.

	Recognize/identify aural patterns
	See below.


I. Aural Skills


A. Clap and count rhythm patterns identified at this level such as a dotted quarter



note followed by an eighth note


B. Tune the instrument by matching the pitch of each string to a stable pitch with



assistance from the teacher


C. Match unison pitches


D. Adjust the pitch by moving the finger higher or lower (intonation)


E. Differentiate between melody and harmony

	Content Standard VII

Evaluate music and music performances.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Devise criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances.
	Develop aural skills by listening to others.

Develop rubrics as a class assignment.

	Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of students’ own performance and those of others.
	Use SCMEA Concert Festival/Solo and Ensemble Rubric.

Students will respond to constructive criticism and use it to improve their performance.


	Content Standard VIII

Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify similarities/differences in the meanings of common terms used in various art areas.
	Identify/discuss various terms such as texture, color, form, and movement.

Collaborate with other fine arts teachers.

	Identify ways in which the principles and content of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music.
	Collaborate with other academic teachers.

Teaching Across The Curriculum


	Content Standard IX

Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform music from various cultures and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

	Describe/classify music from various genres, cultures, and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

Use CD/DVD performances as topics for discussion and written assignments.


INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA (GRADE 8)

Program Objective


The intermediate orchestra offers instruction that continues to develop and refine technique and musicianship.  A comprehensive program should include homogeneous or heterogeneous instrumental grouping, orchestra experience, and participation in local/state festivals and school/community-related performances, with an emphasis on providing a variety of orchestral repertoire for students to learn.  Administrative cooperation in scheduling should permit a minimum of five academic periods of instruction weekly.  Orchestra instruction as an elective should be considered as a sequential learning experience that is differentiated from special interest activities.

	Content Standard 1

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Sing on pitch using neutral syllables or note names with an emphasis on expression and technical accuracy.

Sing music written in two and three parts.
	Lessons will include practice that allows the routine singing on pitch the text/method book exercises and/or sections in the repertoire prior to playing on the instrument.  

Singing will be used as a tool to facilitate the development of aural skills such as accurate intonation, cohesive ensemble, and an awareness of dynamics and phrasing.


	Content Standard II

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently, alone and in the orchestra, with an emphasis on expression and technical accuracy.
	See below.

	Perform a varied repertoire of music.
	See below.


I. Instrument Care

Students will demonstrate the correct methods for cleaning, storing, and handling


the instrument and bow as identified in the beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

II. Position, Posture, and Bow Hold

Students will sit with correct posture, holding the instrument and bow correctly as 


identified in the beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

III. Bowing and Tone Production

A. Perform combinations and variations of bowing techniques identified in



previous grade levels


B. Demonstrate the relationship and importance of proper bow direction,

distribution, speed, and placement as it applies to expression


C. Bounce the bow to create spiccato


D. Demonstrate tremolo bowing

IV. Technique


A. Perform all one octave major scales (arpeggios recommended) up to and 



including three sharps and three flats.


B. The violin student will play two octave scales in C, G, D, F, and B-flat major


C. The viola/cello student will play two octave scales in C, G, D, and F major


D. The bass student will play two octave scales in F and G major


E. Perform minor scales as indicated in Essential Elements for Strings Book II 



and/or those selected by the teacher


F. Produce double stops with one note stopped against an open string


G. Play harmonics on all strings


H. Shift from one position to another with a smooth motion


I. Play notes in the following positions:



1. Violin/Viola: half, first and third


2. Cello: half, first, second, third, fourth


3. Double Bass: half, first, second, third, fourth, fifth

V. Ensemble Skills


Students continue to develop and refine all skills identified in the beginning 

orchestra (Grade 6).

VI. Following a Conductor


A. Interpret the appropriate musical style while observing the conductor


B. Interpret changes in tempi and dynamics by observing the conductor

VII. Materials


A. Review Essential Elements 2000 Book II (recommended text/method book)


B. Begin Essential Technique (recommended text/method book) 

C. Perform Grade II-III string orchestra repertoire using the SCMEA Orchestra



Division Concert Festival List as a guide

VIII. Group Attitude and Conduct


Students continue to exhibit all qualities and expectations identified in the


beginning orchestra (Grade 6).

	Content Standard III

Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Echo simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.
	Demonstrate through clapping, tapping, singing, and/or playing within the context of the lesson.

	Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic phrases.
	Play simple/familiar melodies by ear.

	Play and embellish simple melodies by ear
	Add simple melodic and/or rhythmic embellishments to familiar songs.


	Content Standard IV

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Compose short pieces and arrange simple melodies with an emphasis on using the elements of music identified at this level.
	Teacher specified guidelines.


	Content Standard V

Reading and notating music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify/ recognize note names, note values, symbols, and terms for this level.
	See below.

	Sight-read repertoire for this level.
	See below.


I. Rhythm

A. Play and identify all note values and rests from beginning orchestra (Grade 6) 

and intermediate orchestra (Grade 7) with the addition of the following:

1. Sixteenth notes

2. Dotted eighth note/sixteenth note combination

3. Off beats

4. Triplets

5. Syncopated notes


B. Write the counts under any combination of note values identified at this level

II. Music Literacy


A. Identify major key signatures up to and including three sharps and three flats

B. Name all note values and rests identified at this level


C. Define and demonstrate the following terms where applicable:



tutti


trill


con sordino



tremolo

enharmonic

staccato



spiccato

accelerando

divisi



senza


dal segno

senza



ritartando

andante

moderato



allegro


presto


adagio



coda


measure repeat
largo


D. Define all terms used in the string orchestra repertoire for this level


E. Sight read Grade I string orchestra repertoire

	Content Standard VI

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Use appropriate terminology to describe/analyze music, music notation, and music instruments.
	See Rhythm and Music Literacy under Content Standard V above.

	Recognize/identify aural patterns
	See below.

	Analyze/describe the elements of music in different genres and cultures.
	See Materials under Content Standard II above


I. Aural Skills


A. Clap and count rhythm patterns identified at this level such as a dotted eighth



note followed by a sixteenth note


B. Tune the instrument by matching the pitch of each string to a stable pitch with



assistance from the teacher


C. Adjust pitch by moving the finger higher or lower (intonation)


D. Adjust pitch within each section and between sections in the orchestra


E. Identify all perfect intervals by ear

	Content Standard VII

Evaluate music and music performances.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Devise criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances.
	Develop aural skills by listening to others.

Develop rubrics as a class assignment.

	Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of students’ own performance and those of others.
	Use SCMEA Concert Festival/Solo and Ensemble Rubric.

Students will respond to constructive criticism and use it to improve their performance.


	Content Standard VIII

Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify similarities/differences in the meanings of common terms used in various art areas.
	Identify/discuss various terms such as texture, color, form, and movement.

Collaborate with other fine arts teachers.

	Identify ways in which the principles and content of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music.
	Collaborate with other academic teachers.

Teaching Across The Curriculum


	Content Standard IX

Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform music from various cultures and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

	Describe/classify music from various genres, cultures, and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

Use CD/DVD performances as topics for discussion and written assignments.


PROFICIENT ORCHESTRA (GRADES 9-12)

Program Objective


The proficient/advanced orchestra class offers instruction that develops and refines advanced technique and musicianship with exposure to a variety of repertoire, and whenever possible, full orchestra experience.  Performance activities are expanded from those offered during intermediate instruction (Grades 7-8) and should include participation in local/state festivals and school/community-related performances.  

	Content Standard 1

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Sing accurately with expression, alone and/or in small and large ensembles.

Demonstrate a vocal awareness of intonation, dynamics, and phrasing.
	Students will sing individual/section parts from the repertoire to facilitate independence and accuracy prior to performance on instruments.


	Content Standard II

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform on at least one instrument, with technical accuracy, expression, and cohesive ensemble.
	See below.

	Perform in small ensembles.
	The teacher will select solos, duets, and chamber music for this purpose.


I. Instrument Care


Students will continue to demonstrate the correct methods for cleaning, storing,


and using the instrument.

II. Position, Posture, and Bow Hold


Students will continue to demonstrate correct playing position at all times.

III. Bowing and Tone Production


A. Perform all bowing techniques from previous levels with increased proficiency

and flexibility.


B. Produce an acceptable tone quality with an emphasis on the refinement and



consistency of sound.


C. Use bow speed, weight, and placement on string to produce the desired tone quality.


D. Demonstrate expressive bow control including proper bow articulation.

IV. Technique


A. Perform all two octave major scales (arpeggios recommended) up to and



including four sharps and four flats


B. Perform two octave a, e, d, g, and c minor scales, with an emphasis on melodic



minor.


C. Play notes in the following positions:



1. Violin/Viola: first, second, third, fourth, and fifth



2. ‘Cello: half, first, second, third, fourth, and fifth



3. Bass: half, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, fifth and a half, and sixth


D. Play simple and complex double stops


E. Produce an acceptable vibrato

V. Ensemble Skills


A. Collaborate with other students to produce an effective ensemble performance


B. Respond to tempo markings in the music


C. Perform music with a sense of phrasing consistent with the style of the music


D. Execute all rhythms in the music with accurate ensemble precision


E. Match and alter dynamics within the ensemble


F. Demonstrate a sense of blend/balance within/between sections of the ensemble


G. Perform and interpret music literature of various style periods with the 



corresponding stylistic considerations


H. Identify and discuss musical problems encountered in a rehearsal

VI. Following a Conductor


A. Follow the conductor’s beat pattern


B. Follow the conductor’s tempo changes


C. Follow the conductor’s expressive gestures


D. Follow the conductor’s interpretation of the music

VII. Materials


A. Complete Essential Technique (recommended text/method book)


B. Utilize supplementary materials such as Bach and Before for Strings

(recommended text/method book) or Essentials for Strings

(recommended text/method book)


C. Perform Grade III-IV string orchestra repertoire using the SCMEA Orchestra



Division Concert Festival List as a guide

VIII. Group Attitude and Conduct


A. Demonstrate a positive attitude about musical performance


B. Remain quiet while the conductor gives instructions


C. Sit attentively during class


D. Show respect for fellow orchestra members and the director


E. Demonstrate responsibility by attending all required rehearsals/performances

	Content Standard III

Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Improvise melodic embellishments and simple rhythmic and melodic variation on given melodies in major keys.
	Play simple melodies by ear and experiment with variations on familiar melodies.

	Improvise short melodies, unaccompanied and over given rhythmic accompaniments.
	Create an arrangement or transfer an arrangement of a song to the student’s instrument.


	Content Standard IV

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Compose short pieces in different styles using the elements of music identified at this level with an emphasis on expressive effects.
	Teacher specified guidelines.


	Content Standard V

Reading and notating music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify and define note names, note values, symbols, and terms for this level.
	See below.

	Sight-read repertoire for this level.
	See below.


I. Rhythm


A. Perform all note values from previous levels with increased proficiency in 



different meters (including compound meters) with the addition of 32nd
notes and rests


B. Write counts under any combination of note values from previous levels

II. Music Literacy


A. Identify all major and minor key signatures


B. List sharps and flats in the correct order


C. Name all note values and rests identified at this level


D. Define all terms used in the repertoire


E. Sight-read Grade II string orchestra repertoire


F. Describe the characteristics of the major periods in music history


G. Match major composers to the corresponding period in music history


H. Define the characteristics of the concerto, the overture, and the symphony


I. Identify the fugue and the suite

	Content Standard VI

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Describe specific musical events in a given aural example using appropriate terminology.
	Describe students’ own performance or a CD/DVD performance of selected repertoire.

	Recognize/Identify aural patterns
	See below.


I. Aural Skills


A. Identify all major/perfect intervals


B. Identify major/minor triads


C. Adjust faulty intonation by quickly adjusting finger placement

	Content Standard VII

Evaluate music and music performances.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Refine and apply specific criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances.
	Evaluate students’ own performance and those of others.

Develop rubrics as a class assignment.

Use SCMEA Concert Festival/Solo and Ensemble rubric.

	Compare/contrast a performance to a similar or exemplary performance.
	See above.

Use CD/DVD performances, invite guest artists/clinicians or attend concerts.


	Content Standard VIII

Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Explain how elements and processes are similar/different in various art areas.
	Topics for writing assignments.

Collaborate with other fine arts teachers.

	Compare/contrast two or more art areas within a specific period in history.
	See above.

	Identify ways in which the principles and content of disciplines outside the arts are interrelated to those of music.
	Collaborate with academic teachers.


	Content Standard IX

Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform music from various cultures and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

	Describe/classify music from various genres, cultures, and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

Use CD/DVD performances as topics for discussion and written assignments.

	Compare/contrast the role of music and musicians in history and society and identify/describe representative individuals and their achievements.
	Topics for discussion, reading, and writing.


ADVANCED ORCHESTRA (GRADES 9-12)

Program Objective

The proficient/advanced orchestra class offers instruction that develops and refines advanced technique and musicianship with exposure to a variety of repertoire, and whenever possible, full orchestra experience.  Performance activities are expanded from those offered during intermediate instruction (Grades 7-8) and should include participation in local/state festivals and school/community-related performances.  

	Content Standard 1

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Sing accurately with expression, alone and/or in small and large ensembles.

Demonstrate a vocal awareness of intonation, dynamics, and phrasing.
	Students will sing individual/section parts from the repertoire to facilitate independence and accuracy prior to performance on instruments.


	Content Standard II

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform on at least one instrument, with technical accuracy, expression, and cohesive ensemble.
	See below.

	Perform in small ensembles.
	The teacher will select solos, duets, and chamber music for this purpose.


I. Instrument Care


Students will continue to demonstrate the correct methods for cleaning, storing,


and using the instrument.

II. Position, Posture, and Bow Hold


Students will continue to demonstrate correct playing position at all times.

III. Bowing and Tone Production


A. Perform all bowing techniques from previous levels with increased proficiency

and flexibility.


B. Produce a clear and consistent tone quality.


C. Use speed, weight, and placement to produce the desired tone quality.


D. Demonstrate expressive bow control including proper bow articulation.


E. Perform spiccato, ricochet, slurred, staccato, martelé, legato, and detaché



bowing with increased proficiency


F. Perform all bowing techniques as indicated in the repertoire

IV. Technique


A. Perform all two octave major scales (arpeggios recommended) up to and



including four sharps and four flats


B. Perform two octave a, e, d, g, and c minor scales, including melodic minor


C. Perform selected three octave scales using the SCMEA standards as a guide


D. Play notes in the following positions:



1. Violin/Viola: first, second, third, fourth, and fifth



2. Cello: half, first, second, third, fourth, and fifth



3. Bass: half, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, fifth and a half, and sixth


E. Play notes in the correct position as indicated in the repertoire


F. Produce a consistent vibrato

V. Ensemble Skills


Students will continue to develop and refine all skills identified in previous levels.

VI. Following a Conductor


Students will follow the conductor’s directions at all times.

VII. Materials


A. Essential Technique (recommended text/method book)


B. Utilize supplementary materials such as Bach and Before for Strings

(recommended text/method book) or Essentials for Strings

(recommended text/method book)


C. Perform Grade IV-VI string orchestra repertoire using the SCMEA Orchestra



Division Concert Festival List as a guide

VIII. Group Attitude and Conduct


Students will continue to exhibit all behaviors identified in previous levels.

	Content Standard III

Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Improvise melodic embellishments and simple rhythmic and melodic variation on given melodies in major keys.
	Play simple melodies by ear and experiment with variations on familiar melodies.

	Improvise short melodies, unaccompanied and over given rhythmic accompaniments.
	Create an arrangement or transfer an arrangement of a song to the student’s instrument.


	Content Standard IV

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Compose short pieces in different styles using the elements of music identified at this level with an emphasis on expressive effects.
	Teacher specified guidelines.


	Content Standard V

Reading and notating music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Identify and define note names, note values, symbols, and terms for this level.
	See below.

	Sight-read repertoire for this level.
	See below.


I. Rhythm


A. Perform all note values from previous levels with increased proficiency in 



different meters including compound meters


B. Write counts under any combination of note values from previous levels


C. Perform with precision and cohesive ensemble all rhythms indicated in the



repertoire

II. Music Literacy


A. Identify all major and minor key signatures


B. Identify natural, harmonic, and melodic minor scales


C. List sharps and flats in the correct order


D. Name all note values and rests identified at this level

E. Define all terms used in the repertoire


F. Sight-read Grade II-IV string orchestra repertoire


G. Describe the characteristics of the major periods in music history


H. Match major composers to the corresponding period in music history


I. Define the characteristics of the concerto, the overture, and the symphony


J. Identify the fugue and the suite

	Content Standard VI

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Describe specific musical events in a given aural example using appropriate terminology.
	Describe students’ own performance or a CD/DVD performance of selected repertoire.

	Recognize/Identify aural patterns
	See below.


I. Aural Skills


A. Identify all major, minor, and perfect intervals


B. Identify major/minor triads


C. Adjust faulty intonation by quickly adjusting finger placement

	Content Standard VII

Evaluate music and music performances.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Refine and apply specific criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances.
	Evaluate students’ own performance and those of others.

Develop rubrics as a class assignment.

Use SCMEA Concert Festival/Solo and Ensemble rubric.

	Compare/contrast a performance to a similar or exemplary performance.
	See above.

Use CD/DVD performances, invite guest artists/clinicians or attend concerts.


	Content Standard VIII

Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Explain how elements and processes are similar/different in various art areas.
	Topics for writing assignments.

Collaborate with other fine arts teachers.

	Compare/contrast two or more art areas within a specific period in history.
	See above.

	Identify ways in which the principles and content of disciplines outside the arts are interrelated to those of music.
	Collaborate with academic teachers.


	Content Standard IX

Understanding music in relation to history and culture.


	South Carolina Standard
	Activities/Topics/Resources

	Perform music from various cultures and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

	Describe/classify music from various genres, cultures, and historical periods.
	See Materials section under Content Standard II.

Use CD/DVD performances as topics for discussion and written assignments.

	Compare/contrast the role of music and musicians in history and society and identify/describe representative individuals and their achievements.
	Topics for discussion, reading, and writing.


Assessment


Many of the same assessment strategies can be used for all of the objectives and standards in this curriculum guide.  The music educator must decide which strategies will be the most effective for each objective or standard.  The following is a list of assessments that may be used.  Nonetheless, each teacher is encouraged to develop and apply his or her own assessment strategies based on the needs of students.

· Playing/Performance tests - The recommended texts/method books provide numerous examples of specific rubrics that can be used to evaluate students’ playing at each level.

· Teacher observation

· Demonstration by individual/section/group

· Written tests

· Writing assignments/Essays

· Reading aloud

· Teacher questioning

· Discussion

· Composing assignments (music)

· Homework/practice

· Theory tests (music)

· Group/Section/Individual practice/rehearsal

· Video/Recording assessment

· Self-evaluation

· Research

· Journal

· Listening tests (music)

· Tuning tests (instrument)

· Festival/Clinician Adjudication

· SCMEA Rubrics

· All County Rubrics

· Essentials for Instrumental Music Rehearsals (District Document)

Recommended Texts/Method Books

Grades Six Through Eight

· Essential Elements 2000 for Strings Book I by Michael Allen, Robert Gillespie, and Pamela Tellejohn Hayes (Hal Leonard).

· Essential Elements 2000 for Strings Book II by Michael Allen, Robert Gillespie, and Pamela Tellejohn Hayes (Hal Leonard).

· Essential Technique for Strings by Michael Allen, Robert Gillespie, and Pamela Tellejohn Hayes (Hal Leonard).

Grades Nine Through Twelve

· Essential Technique for Strings by Michael Allen, Robert Gillespie, and Pamela Tellejohn Hayes (Hal Leonard).

· Advanced Technique for Strings by Michael Allen, Robert Gillespie, and Pamela Tellejohn Hayes (Hal Leonard).

· Essentials for Strings by Gerald Anderson (Kjos).

· Bach and Before for Strings (Four-Part Chorales from the 16th, 17th, and 18th Centuries) by David Newell (Kjos).
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