	Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology

Dance Syllabus


Course:
Dance I & II
School:
Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology
Instructor:  Ivy Hale

Expectations

1. Know and demonstrate the rules of etiquette for the dance class.

2. Demonstrate a physical and mental readiness to learn.

3. Demonstrate a respect for teacher, peers, classroom facilities, and dance as an art form.

4. Do your best work first time, on time, every time.

Standards

Students will:

1. Identify and demonstrate movement elements and skills in performing dance.

2. Understand choreographic principles, processes, and structures.

3. Understand dance as a way to create and communicate meaning.

4. Apply and demonstrate critical and creative thinking skills in dance.

5. Demonstrate and understand dance in various cultures and historical periods.

6. Make connections between dance and healthful living.

7. Make connections between dance and other disciplines.

Instructional Strategies

1. Instruction of technique in modern, ballet, and jazz dance forms.

2. Instruction of improvisation and compositional studies.

3. Introduction to a variety of conditioning and therapeutic techniques, such as Pilates, Yoga, and weight training.

4. Exposure to dance professionals through videotape, master classes, performances, and professional organizations.

5. Written and guided verbal discussions and critiques, by students, of dance works by professionals, self, and peers.

6. Long range projects that require research on a variety of dance-related topics.

Strategies to Help Students

1. Individualized instruction based on student’s potential and previous dance experience

      in public and private schools. 

2. Peer teaching experiences pairing more experienced students with less experienced

      students.   

3. Individual conferences with each student.

4.  Individual and small group tutoring outside of the regularly scheduled class.

5. Support team meetings with a student, their parent(s)/guardian, teachers, and an administrator.

6. Encouraging additional technique classes and arts-related activities outside of the regular school setting.

Strategies to Challenge Students

1. Participation in dance performances for school and general public including repertory by legendary choreographers.

2. Choreographing and performing an original dance work.

3. Conducting research and creating production designs that support the theme of their original dance work.

4. Participation in master classes taught by professionals in dance.

5. Participation in dance performances in a variety of venues for audiences of all ages, cultures, and socio-economic backgrounds.
6.  Long range projects that require research on a variety of dance-related topics, written research papers, oral presentations, and related products.

Assessment

1. Daily Performance Assessment 

2. Verbal feedback

3.  Vocabulary quizzes

4. Junior shadowing projects 

5. Video portfolios of dance studies and performances

6. Rubrics

7. Checklists

8. Competencies

9. Assessment  Portfolio 

10. Senior Exhibition of Mastery

Grading


Assessment is specific to each student, taking into consideration his or her age, culture, and previous experience.  All students will be made aware of the objectives and assessment techniques of the Dance Major program. All grades and assessments will be shared with the students and their parents to facilitate growth and development.


Approximately 50% of a student's grade is based on the quality and quantity of their active participation within the classroom and in performance situations.  The remaining 50% is derived from the quality and timeliness of their written assignments, test grades, and portfolios.

Class Procedures

Students will:

1. Arrive on or before time for class to begin.

2. Dress appropriately in clothes that provide a wide range of motion and do not obscure the line of the body. Shoes should be appropriate to the style of dance. Long hair should be restrained.

3. Refrain from wearing jewelry that could potentially inflict injury.

4. Refrain from chewing gum or eating food. Water is allowed.

5. Follow the rules of etiquette for the dance class when at the barre, center floor, or moving across the room.

Reports to Parents

1. Interim, semester, and final grade reports including comments.

2. Phone calls when necessary.

3. Email when available.

4. Individual parent-student-teacher meetings

5. Support team meetings

Resources

1. Teacher's dance book and periodical library

2. Dance performance, biographical, historical, and instructional videotapes

3. CDs and cassettes of music for classroom and performance

4. Instructional and reference CD Roms

5. Internet access

6. Advisory board members

7. Professionals and specialists via email and web sites

PE
Strategies to Help Students

1. Individualized instruction based on student’s potential and previous experience. 

2. Peer teaching experiences pairing more experienced students with less experienced

      students.   

3. Individual conferences with each student.

4.  Individual and small group tutoring outside of the regularly scheduled class.

5. Support team meetings with a student, their parent(s), teachers, and an administrator.

Strategies to Challenge Students

1. Conducting research and creating project designs that demonstrate their understanding of the required competencies.
2.  Participation in master classes taught by professionals in dance.

3.  Observe dance performances on video and in a variety of venues. 

4.  Long range projects that require research on a variety of related topics, written research papers, oral presentations, and related products.

Assessment

1. Daily Performance Assessment 

2. Verbal feedback

3. Vocabulary quizzes

4. Video portfolios of dance studies and performances

5. Rubrics

6. Checklists

7. Competencies

8. Assessment  Portfolio 

