Horry County Theatre Arts Standards 

Grades 6-8
I. Horry County Standard – Story Making/Script writing
Script writing by the creation of improvisations and scripted scenes based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history. 

I.1.  Individually and in groups, create characters, environments, and actions that create tension and suspense
I.2.  Refine and record dialogue and action in traditional script format.
II. Horry County Standard – Acting                                                                Acting by developing basic acting skills to portray characters who interact in improvised and scripted scenes. 

II.1.  Analyze descriptions, dialogue, and actions to discover, articulate, and justify character motivation and invent character behaviors based on the observation of interactions, ethical choices, and emotional responses of people

II.2.  Demonstrate acting skills (such as sensory recall, concentration, breath control, diction, body alignment, control of isolated body parts) to develop characterizations.
II.3.  In an ensemble, interact as the invented characters 
III.  Horry County Standard – Designing                                                  Designing by developing environments for improvised and scripted scenes. 

III.1.  Explain the functions and interrelated nature of scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, and make-up in creating an environment appropriate for the drama

III.2.  Analyze improvised and scripted scenes for technical requirements

III.3.  Develop focused ideas for the scene using visual elements (line, texture, color, space) visual principles (repetition, balance, emphasis, contrast, unity) and aural qualities (pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, expression) from traditional and non-traditional sources

III.4.  Work collaboratively and safely to select and create elements of scenery, properties, lighting, and sound to signify environments, and costumes and makeup to suggest character. 
IV. Horry County Standard - Directing                                              Directing by organizing rehearsals for improvised and scripted scenes. 
IV.1.  Lead small groups in planning visual and aural elements and in rehearsing improvised and scripted scenes, demonstrating social, group, and consensus skills. 
IV.2.  Respond appropriately to instructor’s direction.

IV.3.  Explain the roles of the director and the production staff in theatre. 
V.  Horry County Standard – Researching                                           Researching by using cultural and historical information to support improvised and scripted scenes. 








V.1.  Apply research from print and non-print sources to script writing, acting, design, and directing choices.
VI. Horry County Standard - Connecting                                                Comparing and incorporating art forms by analyzing methods of presentation and audience response for theatre, dramatic media (such as film, television, and electronic media), and other art forms. 

VI.1.  Describe characteristics and compare the presentation of characters, scenic elements and actions in theatre, musical theatre, dramatic media, dance, and visual arts.
VI.2.  Incorporate elements of dance, music, and visual arts to express ideas and emotions in improvised and scripted scenes.
VI.3.  Compare and contrast theatre arts to visual arts, dance, music, and other disciplines.

VI.4.  Describe and compare the functions and interaction of performing and visual artists and audience members in theatre, dramatic media, musical theatre, dance, music, and visual arts. 
VII.  Horry County Standard – Valuing and Responding                    Analyzing, evaluating, and constructing meanings from improvised and scripted scenes and from theatre, film, television, and electronic media productions. 
VII.1.   Articulate and support the meanings constructed from student’s dramatic performances
VII.2.  Use a teacher created rubric to describe, analyze, and constructively evaluate the perceived effectiveness of artistic choices found in dramatic performances
VII.3.  Describe and evaluate the effectiveness of students’ contributions (as playwrights, actors, designers, and directors) to the collaborative process of developing improvised and scripted scenes 
VIII.  Horry County Standard – Relating to History and Culture                      Understanding context by analyzing the role of theatre, film, television, and electronic media in the community and in other cultures.

VII.1.  Describe and compare universal characters and situations in dramas from and about various cultures and historical periods, illustrate in improvised and scripted scenes, and discuss how theatre reflects a culture
VII.2.  Explain how culture affects the content and production values of dramatic performances.

