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Horry County Schools
The Foreign Language Program of Horry County Schools is proud of the role it plays in supporting the District’s Mission “to ensure that every student is fully prepared to be a successful contributor in a rapidly changing global society by aggressively pursuing personalized, achievement-based, student-centered teaching and learning.” 
The Foreign Language Program of Horry County Schools reflects the District’s Core Values:

· We take responsibility for the success of all students.

· We care passionately about our work with children.

· We build strong, positive relationships with students, staff, parents, and community.

· We model and promote civility and integrity.
The Foreign Language Program of Horry County Schools endorses as its philosophy the following statement of the National Foreign Languages Standards Project K – 12.
We believe that competence in more than one language and culture enables students to:

· communicate with people in other cultures in a variety of settings,
· look beyond their customary borders,
· participate more fully in the global community and marketplace, 

· develop insight into their own language and culture,
· act with greater awareness of self, other cultures, and their own relationship to those cultures, and

· gain direct access to additional bodies of knowledge.
We believe that all students can be successful language and culture learners, and they

· must have access to language and culture study that is integrated into the entire school experience,
· benefit from the development and maintenance of proficiency in more than one language,
· learn in a variety of ways and settings, and
· acquire proficiency at varied rates.
Language and culture education is part of the core curriculum, and it

· is tied to program models that incorporate effective strategies, assessment procedures, and technologies,
· reflects evolving standards at the national, state, and local levels, and
· develops and enhances basic communication skills and higher order thinking skills.
Furthermore, the Foreign Language Program of Horry County Schools reflects these beliefs:

· The ability to communicate with others is central to human nature.
· Language and culture are inseparable, each shaping the other.

· Exposure to other languages and cultures is a vital part of education in a global society. 
· Learning a language involves learning the cultures associated with that language: the everyday values, attitudes, and interactions that distinguish the culture from that of the learner’s as well as those that resonate with the learner and focus on the universal practices and beliefs extending beyond cultural lines. 

· Building communicative competence is and should be the priority of the Program.

· Language learning flourishes in a supportive, non-threatening, interactive environment in which students have a positive, meaningful learning experience.
· Language learning flourishes when assessment of student work enables students to see their progress by focusing on what they know and can do.

· In order for students to develop the proficiency necessary to communicate with speakers of another language, they need to use the language in a variety of real-life, meaningful, and culturally accurate situations designed to promote relevant communication.

· The level of language proficiency is directly related to the amount of time spent in the target language. 

· The level of proficiency students can attain is closely related to the program goals, to the quality of instruction, and to the amount of time and practice with the language. A long sequence of language instruction is likely to produce students who develop higher levels of proficiency than those in a program which starts late and/or which is not sequenced.
