
 

Dear Forestbrook Middle School Gator families: 
  
It is hard to believe we are already finishing the end of the first quarter of 2017-2018 school 
year.  We are so blessed to have the opportunity to work with our students, parents, and 
community as we continue to pursue the tradition of excellence at Forestbrook Middle 
School.  All of our teachers, staff, and students truly embrace our school motto of Excellence, 
Every Day, Everywhere, and this year we are practicing being green and growing.   We want to 
take this opportunity to thank you parents for your continued support of our school.   We know 
that our partnership with you helps to ensure all students are encouraged to be the best that 
they can be in academics, extracurricular activities, and conduct. Forestbrook Middle School 
has a tradition of high expectations and standards for our students, and our staff takes great 
pride in providing a safe and secure learning environment. As always we are focused on 
offering a wide array of exciting and challenging academic programs and look forward to the 
exciting events for the next three quarters. This newsletter has been prepared in the hope that 
it will be a valuable source of school news and timely information. It has been developed to 
enable everyone to become familiar with our school, its policies, and our procedures. Our hope 
is that we will provide you with news regarding celebrations, schedules and events.  Please be 
aware we also have a daily parent email, Facebook Page (both school and PTO), and a 
wonderful school website, which are all wonderful sources of school information.  
  
As the year progresses and you become more informed with your child's progress, we  
encourage you to actively contact your child’s team of teachers. We would also ask that you 
attend conference nights and schedule individual conferences with your child’s group of 
teachers so that you are fully informed about your child’s strengths and areas where we can 
work together to make improvements. Our ultimate goal is to give every student opportunities 
to have a more individualized experience during the learning process. We utilize technology 
and 21st century skills while continuing to ensure that all students experience the high-level 
instruction you are accustomed to here at Forestbrook Middle School. We know that with your 
involvement and support we will ensure all students grow to their highest potential. As always, 
we encourage students to be 
enthusiastic about learning 
and to achieve academic 
success, and we thank you for 
your continued support of 
Forestbrook  Middle School. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Beverly Holt-Pilkey 
Principal 

Principal’s Message 
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FALL NEWSLETTER 2017 

Welcome back, GATORS! The FMS PTO is so excited 

to begin another great year in the Swamp.  Last year, 

we were able to organize and support many great events 

around FMS.  As our focus strongly remains on our 

student body and school, we push ourselves forward 

with new fundraising ideas and goals to help fund our 

efforts.   

 

Please join the FMS PTO today if you haven’t already. 

100% of your $5 membership goes back to the 

students and school.  As always, if you would like to 

volunteer your time or donate to any of our events 

requiring food/drinks please feel free to contact us at 

F.Middle@aol.com.   

 

The Back to School Dance was a huge success.  Thanks 

so much to the parent volunteers who helped to make 

this fun event happen!  Our next dance will take place 

on Thursday, November 16th, from  5-7 pm. Parents, 

if you’re able to help us out by volunteering in the snack 

bar or with other tasks, please send us an email at 

F.Middle@aol.com.  

 

We appreciate all of your support and patience with our 

Attractions Book Fall Fundraiser. Congratulations to 

Destiny Tracy for selling the most books!  This 

fundraiser was a wonderful success, and we still have a 

few books available for $20 through the school store.  

 

The Student Store will be open during school lunches 

for Gator gear and school supplies on Fridays 

(depending upon volunteers' schedules). Prices range 

from 50 cents to $20, and stock varies depending on 

student interest or needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOXTOPS RACE The PTO will be kicking off 

our Box tops contest very soon. Look for details 

on Facebook and in the FMS News daily parent 

email.  

 

January 12 is FMS Career Day.    

Anyone wishing to donate any food or 

beverages to this event, please email us at 

F.Middle@aol.com. 

 

P.T.O. meetings are held in the Professional 

Development Room beside the media center on 

the first Wednesday of every month at 4:00 

pm.  EVERYONE is welcome.  We always need 

parent volunteers for one-time and ongoing 

projects. Thanks so much for your continued 

support!!!  

PTO OFFICERS: 

Stacey Farnsworth 

Donna Parks 

Any questions, suggestions, concerns, and comments are  

welcomed via email at F.Middle@aol.com. We are always looking for      

volunteers to help in a variety of events such as school dances, Career Day 

in January, and ballgames to name a few. We thank you in advance for your 

participation and support of our FMS family. 

mailto:f.middle@aol.com
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FMS Guidance Department 

 Welcome back, Gators! We hope you had an awesome 
summer and a great start to the new school year. Your 
school counselors in the Guidance Department at FMS are 
looking forward to getting to know each and every student in 
their grade level and want you to know that our doors are 
always open and we are here to help you succeed. 
Remember Excellence Every Day, Everywhere!      
  
              -FMS Guidance Department 

Contact FMS Guidance: 

 Phone- 843-236-7300  

 Email- 

  6th grade: Ms. Mallie Baker  

     mbaker002@horrycountyschools.net 

  7th grade: Ms. Amber Shubrick  

     ashubrick@horrycountyschools.net 

  8th grade: Mrs. Shonda Owens-McKnight  

     smcknight@horrycountyschools.net 

Guidance 

Counselors:   

Amber Shubrick, 7th 

Grade Counselor and 

Guidance Director; 

Mallie Baker, 6th 

Grade Counselor; 

and Shonda Owens-

McKnight, 8th Grade 

Counselor 



No Bullying 
Here at Forestbrook Middle, we do 

not tolerate bullying. Bullying can 

be done in a variety of ways— 

verbal, physical, and even through 

social media.  If you see someone 

getting bullied, then don’t be a 

bystander. Get a teacher as fast as 

you can. Let’s make a pledge:  

“Gators WILL NEVER Bully!” 

SOCIAL MEDIA TIPS 
Students, please be 
careful about what 
you post on social 
media. Before you 

post something, ask 
yourself: Is it 

APPROPRITATE? Is it 
NICE? Is it TRUE? and 
Is it NECESSARY?  If 
not, do not post it at 
all. Don’t post things 
that will hurt others 
and yourself. Don’t 

bully on social media 
or make poor choices 
about what you post. 

         FMS Guidance  



         FMS Guidance  

PSAT: For the first time, all FMS 8th Graders took the Preliminary 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) on October 11th. The PSAT is administered 

to 8th graders in order to help determine college readiness. In addition, 

students earning a 550 or higher on reading and writing, or a 530 or higher on 

math or will qualify for South Carolina Junior Scholar recognition.  

IGP: Please contact the guidance office as soon as possible to schedule your 

8th grader’s Individualized Growth Plan (IGP) meeting. This helps you all 

plan for your child’s academic future. 

HCS Secondary High School Options 
 There are a large number of special programs at HCS high 

schools.  See the next few pages for more specific information. 

Applications are typically due in late January. Also, mark your 

calendars now to attend one of Secondary High School Options 

meetings below. All meetings begin at 6 pm. Check HCS 

website for updates/cancellations: 

 HCS Secondary High School Options Meetings– Early 

College HS, STEM, IB, Scholars, and HCS Virtual School will 

be represented. Families can attend meetings at any location, 

regardless of attendance area:  Loris High 11/2, Socastee High 

11/9, Myrtle Beach High 11/14, or Conway High 11/16. 

 Socastee High IB Program Open House—1/17 or 1/24 

 Early College High School Open House—11/28, 1/9, or 1/18 

 Scholars Academy Open House—11/28 or 1/11 

 STEM Program at AAST Open House—12/5, 1/9, or 1/23 

8th Grade Updates 



    As eighth graders and their parents prepare to complete Individual Graduation Plans, it’s  
important to consider all of the different options that are available for Horry County high school  
students. Rising 9th graders can choose to apply for a number of special programs or schools, all of 
which support students in their high school years and prepare them for college, and some of which 
even offer college credits during high school. The eight options for high school students in the     
Socastee attendance area are Academy for Technology and Academics; Early College at HGTC; 
Scholars Academy at CCU; International Baccalaureate at Socastee High School; STEM Program 
at Academy for the Arts, Science and Technology; Socastee High School; the Governor’s School 
for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math; and the Governor’s School for the Arts and        
Humanities. Students interested in taking a slightly different pathway through their high school     
education are encouraged to examine the secondary programs. Below, you will find specific         
information about each program. 
 

   1.  HCS Early College High School was established in 2006 through a  
partnership between Horry County Schools, Horry-Georgetown Technical  
College, and Business/Education Expectations. There is an enrollment of only 
400 students and it is a personalized learning environment that blends high 
school and college. Students who have considered not going to college are  
encouraged to apply for HCS Early College High; they can earn up to two years 
of college credit  towards a degree for FREE along with their high school       

diploma! Students are evaluated on standardized test scores, grades, attendance, conduct, a 
student essay, and recommendations from school personnel. Bus transportation is provided, and 
pickup times and locations vary with each base high school. Make sure you apply early; a select 
few students are picked to be in this program! 
 

 

 2. Socastee High School offers appropriate challenging education for 
every student enrolled. Most students who attend Forestbrook Middle School 
will  
enroll in Socastee High School. SHS focuses students on building a positive 
work ethic, a service mentality, character, and a skill set to succeed in the 21st 
century. The school includes not only a strong academic program, but also 25 
athletic teams, as well as a comprehensive array of performing arts options 
and other interest-based clubs. 
  
    
 3. The International Baccalaureate (IB) program at Socastee High School is 
designed for students in their last two years of high school. Students who  
enroll in the IB  program have the opportunity to earn a SC high school diploma 
while working on the IB seal at the same time. This program is widely  
recognized by leading universities in the United States and in the world. The 
purpose of this program is to provide balanced education, to facilitate  
geographic and cultural mobility, and to promote international understanding 
through academic experience. The requirements include a first language,     

second language, social science, laboratory science, mathematics, and lecture  

Horry County High School Options 



4. The Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology (AAST) is a unique school 
offering two different special programs. AAST’s four-year STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) program allows students to explore their interest in 
STEM-related careers. Beginning in the 9th grade, students experience an in-depth 
exploration of STEM using hands-on, project-based activities that are integrated in all 
academic areas. To qualify you have to be a rising freshman; have an interest in 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics; and attend an AAST STEM open house event. AAST also 
offers a two-year Majors-based program providing students hands on training and internships in the community. 
Students apply to come during their last two years of high school by choosing one of the many career majors 
offered at AAST. Bus transportation to AAST is provided.   
 

5. The Academy for Technology and Academics (ATA) is a public secondary  
program open to high school juniors and seniors who are actively enrolled in any Horry 
County Schools high school. ATA combines career and technology majors with academic 
coursework to provide its students with a relevant, integrated learning experience. Juniors 
or seniors may attend ATA on either a full- or half-day basis to explore or continue a major. 
Students with half-day enrollment attend their base schools for the remaining portion of the 
day to complete core academic requirements. ATA offers students a variety of academic 
courses, including honors, Advanced Placement, and college dual-credit. To enroll, choose 

a major based on your career interest (there are SO many to choose from), talk to guidance at ATA, choose your 
courses, and complete your enrollment form. Bus transportation is provided for full-day students, but half-day ATA 
enrolled students must provide their own transportation. ATA is committed to developing students who will be 
tomorrow's business and community leaders. 

 
6.  The Scholars Academy was created to provide advanced learners with a quality  
education in a supportive learning environment. The mission of the Academy is to  
educate students at a rate and level of academic rigor commensurate with their abilities 
so they graduate as confident, responsible, life-long learners who are prepared to  
succeed in higher education. The Scholars Academy is made up of all nine base high 
schools in Horry County. The students travel each day by bus from their base school to 
the campus at Coastal Carolina University. Only current eighth graders who are taking/ 
have taken Algebra I are eligible to apply. The transportation is provided for students 
from all nine high school attendance areas. 
 

 7.  The South Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities is a public  
residential high school for emerging artists. Art concentrations include: Creative  
Writing, Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts. Students receive an intense and  
innovative academic education that fosters connections to the arts while meeting all the 

requirements necessary for a South Carolina high school diploma. This two-year program is designed for  
students’ Junior and Senior years of high school. Several disciplines offer an early admission program where 
students may also attend for the sophomore year, and summer programs are available for younger students.  For 
more information, students can visit the website to find application and audition specifics. 

 

 8. The Governor's School for Science and Mathematics (GSSM) was founded in 1988 under the 
leadership of former Governor Carroll Campbell and Charles W. Coker, then-president of Sonoco 
Products Company. The goal of GSSM is to offer South Carolina's most academically determined 
students a unique learning environment that strengthens their ability to think critically, stimulates the 
joy of learning, and fosters the excitement of discovery through hands-on scientific research. The 
purpose of GSSM is to positively impact South Carolina's economic development through the 
cultivation of our current students and alumni, who are our state's future political and business 
leaders. This residential high school is located in Hartsville, SC, and has very competitive admissions 
standards. 

 
    There are so many different, unique high school opportunities for Horry County Schools’ students. The 
secondary programs challenge academically motivated students, help students get scholarships, and give students 
free college classes! If you are interested in any of these amazing programs, check out the secondary program 
guide (in the guidance office), go to the program/school’s website, and take advantage of their open houses in the 
spring. 



School Improvement Council (S.I.C.)  

 

FMS School Improvement Council 

Chairperson— Dale Andrews 

Vice Chairperson—Christine Rockey 

Secretary—Beth Welch  

 

Everyone is welcome to join the meetings on 

the second Tuesday of each month at 3:45 in 

the Library Learning Commons.  

 

If you want to know more about the SIC, visit the 

home page: http://sic.sc.gov/ 

 

 

Members 

 

Dale Andrews 

Sylvester Carr 

Marybeth Curley-Penna 

Beverly Holt-Pilkey 

Michael Mangin 

Eileen Patonay 

Audrea Phillips 

Christine Rockey 

Dana Smith 

Allison Taylor 

Scott Thompson 

Beth Welch 

Jennifer Osborne 
 

http://sic.sc.gov/


New Administration 

Ms. Hall, our new 6th/7th grade  

Assistant Principal, is originally 

from  Turbeville, South 

Carolina. Her favorite part of 

her job is being with the 

students.  Her job consists of  

working with  teachers and 

working with students to help 

them set goals.  She describes 

herself as “passionate about     

learning, determined, and 

compassionate”. She enjoys  

watching Clemson football and 

Duke basketball, reading, going 

to the beach, and being with 

friends. 

Mrs. Osborne is not new to FMS, 

but she has a new position this year 

as a curriculum coach for science 

and math. She is originally from 

Lansing, Michigan and describes 

herself as “dedicated, hardworking, 

and patient (unless Sawyer won’t 

clean his room.)”  Her job consists 

of “a little bit of everything,” she 

says, but primarily helping teachers 

and students. She jokes that her 

favorite part of her job is the walkie 

talkie, but seriously, she loves 

getting to work with so many 

different people. In her free time, 

she likes to be outdoors and play 

sports. 

By Jamie Funk and Sawyer Osborne  

Wonderful New 



Ms. Shubrick is our new 7th grade 

guidance counselor at FMS. Her 

job consists of leading people, 

making sure that students are 

having a good year, and helping 

students and parents with any 

problems that they may have.  She 

describes herself as organized, a 

good problem-solver, and a leader. 

She is originally from 

Georgetown, SC.  In her spare 

time, she enjoys reading,       

shopping, and eating.  We’re glad 

to have you at FMS, Ms. 

Shubrick! 

Ms. Greene is our new nurse at 

FMS. She describes herself as a 

happy person who loves kids. Her 

job consists of taking care of 

students’ health needs and helping 

them stay healthy. Her favorite 

part of her job is working with 

kids. She is originally from    

Weirton, West Virginia, which is 

very close to Pittsburgh,  

Pennsylvania. Her hobbies include 

anything she can do outside, like 

swimming and running. Some     

advice she would give to a student 

who wants to be a nurse is to 

“study hard. If you like to help 

people then 

this is the 

job for 

you!” 

School Nurse Guidance Counselor  

Welcome to 
the SWAMP!  



Mr. Sean Barry’s favorite thing about his 

job is interacting with the students.  He 

has two children, and this is his 21st year 

teaching. He is currently teaching 6th 

grade science. 

Mrs. Marybeth Curley-Penna’s favorite 

thing about her job is trying to make 

learning fun!  This is her 16th year     

teaching, and she is currently teaching 6th 

grade ELA. 

Ms. Shelly Reathaford’s favorite thing 

about her job is interacting with the     

students and the content. She is teaching 

8th grade science, and  this is her 13th 

year teaching.  

 

Mrs. Marci Groff is a speech therapist at 

FMS. She has two children, and this is her 

19th year being a therapist. Her favorite 

thing about her position is helping out all 

the students. 

 

Coach Moore is not a new face at FMS, 

but we are all so happy to have her here 

full-time this year!  Her favorite part of 

teaching PE is wearing gym clothes! This 

is her second year teaching. 

 

Mrs. Ashley Ogea recently got married!  

Her favorite thing about teaching is being 

able to talk and interact with students. She 

is originally from Virginia, and this is her 

third year teaching. She teaches 6th grade 

math. 

 

Ms. Fenick is from New Jersey, and this is 

her 8th year teaching. She has a 21 year-

old daughter and three sisters.  She is  

excited to be teaching special  education 

at FMS! 

 

Mr. Jeremiah Chila’s favorite thing about 

his job is that every day is different. He is        

originally from Vermont, and this is his 

fourth year teaching. He is teaching ELA 

at FMS.  

 

Ms. Holly Roesing is a new library aide at 

FMS. She is originally from Connecticut.  

Her favorite thing about her job is     

working with students. She has two 

daughters who both attended FMS several 

years ago.  

New Faces from Many Places 
FMS’s New Staff Members 

 

By  Bentley Glover and Christian Linen 





Awesome Gator Singers 
 

Congratulations to 8th graders 

Sydney Gifford and Taniya 

Boatwright for representing FMS in 

the South Carolina All-State Chorus!  

Sydney and Taniya were the only 

students from Horry County to be 

selected. They traveled to Central, SC 

on October 12 and 13 with chorus 

teacher, Ms. Dee Anne Bishop, to 

practice and perform with the SC All-

State Chorus.  Way to go, ladies! 

All-County Chorus 

 
 Congratulations to the students listed below who auditioned and were 

selected for All-County Chorus. They are now considered gifted and talented in 

the Arts and will perform in a clinic and concert in January. They also could 

receive a scholarship to attend a summer music camp in Charleston, SC. (Also, 

this is the highest number of students FMS has ever had in All-County Chorus 

for the history of All-County Chorus auditions - 15 years). We are so proud of 

these talented singers and their chorus director, Dee Anne Bishop!  

Chandon Thomson 

Sydney Gifford 

Zoe Bombolis 

Emily Medeiros 

Kailey Williams 

Nora Carroll 

Jada Simmons 

Lilly Nickerson 

 

Lilly McLendon 

Destiny Tracy 

Kayleigh Mishler 

Stella Betush 

Jaden Walters 

Tommy LaFluer 

Hayley Grigg 

Brady Carney  





 FMS Student Council is a group of 

students made up of elected officers and 

homeroom representatives. We held fall 

officer elections because many former FMS 

students now attend SMS.   

 Student Council leads many school 

events such as dances and assemblies. Mr. 

Mangin, adviser for Student Council, said 

his favorite thing about  Student Council is 

interacting with all of the students who are  

involved. He thought all the individuals 

running for Student Council offices did a 

great job on the  campaign posters and 

videos! 

By Adeline Goceliak and  Mackenzie Massey 

Student Council Officers, Left to Right: 

 Nora Carroll, 7th Grade, Secretary 

 Roshni Nandwani, 8th Grade, 

President 

 Rachael Kegler, 8th Grade, Vice 

President  

 Sawyer Osborne, 7th Grade, 

Treasurer 



      By Brianna Sams and Kayla Stoffa 
 
Have you ever heard of the Watch DOGS? DOGS stands for “Dads of 
Great Students,” and Watch DOGS are a national program that lets 
fathers be more involved with the academic life of their children. Watch 
DOGS allows FMS dads go through their child’s day at school, meet with 
their teachers, and help out where they are needed most. 

When asked what his most favorite part about the Watch DOGS program 
was, Mr. Sylvester Carr, FMS Assistant Principal and Watch DOGS 
administrator, replied, “Hearing the stories of dads.  We normally have 
about 15 dads participate in Watch DOGS, but when we have events like 
Doughnuts for Dads, we gather more volunteers.” 

If you want to join or be a part of Watch DOG Dads, contact 

Mr. Carr at: scarr002@horrycountyschools.net.  

We asked Joey Crosby, father of 
6th grader of Olivia Crosby, why 
he wanted to join Watch DOGS. 
He responded, “This is an 
opportunity for me to come in 
and experience what my 
daughter goes through every 
day.”  



Muffins for Moms and Doughnuts for Dads 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Muffins for Moms 

and Doughnuts for 

Dads were held in the 

Library Learning 

Commons (LLC) in 

October.  These events 

offered a great chance 

for students, parents, 

and FMS staff to bond 

while checking out the 

amazing offerings at 

the FMS Book Fair.   

 



The Library Learning Commons is  

the Place to READ! 

What is your favorite part about being a librarian? 
“Working with students and helping them find great books to 
read.”                                             -Mrs. Troost, LLC Librarian 
 
What is your favorite book? 
“When I think about my favorite book when I was your age, it 
was A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle.     
                 -Mrs. Troost 
 

“Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli and Call of the Wild by Jack 
London.”                                       
       -Ms. Cossentino, LLC Assistant 
 
What’s your favorite event that happens in the library? 
“I came in late last year, and I loved to see what went into 
making the social studies NHD (National History Day) projects 
and how they made them. The book fair was also one of my 
favorites.” 
             -Ms. Cossentino 

By Savanna Eggerling and Angelina Monteleone 

Hard-working and Committed to FMS! 

Behind the scenes in the Library Learning  

Commons (LLC), Mrs. Troost and Ms. Cossentino do 

many things for our school. Mrs. Troost orders books 

for the library and collection development which 

support the school curriculum. She also helps teachers 

by pulling needed resources, advising them, and 

addressing technology needs. 

 

Mrs. Troost and Ms. Cossentino have created a 

beautiful, welcoming environment that is the perfect 

setting for a variety of school events.  Some of the events 

hosted in the LLC are Muffins for Moms, Doughnuts 

for Dads, National History Day, National Jr. Art Honor 

Society art show/induction ceremony, Book Fairs, and 

much more.   

 

Ms. Cossentino creates beautiful displays and promotes 

the book award nominees. She also completes many 

poster and lamination requests, processes books, and 

keeps the shelves organized. The library staff works 

incredibly hard in all that they do! 



September 7, 2017 
 

By Gianna Burgos and  Emily 
Long 

There was a huge turnout for the Back-to-
School Dance!  Many students said they 
hung out with their friends and danced to a 
variety of music. Students enjoyed new 
music, such as the Pop Country hit, “Body 
Like a Back Road” by Sam Hunt. Students 
also enjoyed showing off their moves to 
classic line dances like the “Cupid 
Shuffle” by Cupid and the “Cha–Cha Slide” 
by DJ Casper. Students also enjoyed the 
delicious pizza and a variety of other 
snacks and beverages available from the 
PTO snack bar. 

 

2017-18  Dance Dates: 
 

November 16th —  
2nd Quarter Dance 

 
March 15th — 

3rd Quarter (Winter) Dance 
 

May 31st— 
8th Grade Dance  

 

We are looking forward 

to upcoming dances at 

FMS! 



 The FMS Humane Society is all about helping out the animals. Any 

students interested in supporting local animal charities is welcome to 

join!  

     Our members go the extra mile! One of our 6th graders, Tiffany 

Benton, started a lemonade stand in her neighborhood this summer to 

raise money for the pets affected by Hurricane Irma. She raised 35 

dollars and donated it to The Humane Society. 

  If you are interested in joining the FMS Humane Society the 

meeting days and important events are listed below: 

 Pet Food and Supply Drive Oct. 16-20 

 Delivery of Items to Shelter Oct. 20th (after school) 

 Humane Society Meeting Nov. 29th (3:45-4:30) 

 Cutest Pet Photo Contest Week of Dec. 4-8 

 Humane Society Meeting 

Wed. Mar. 7th (3:45-4:30) 

 Pet Food and Supply Drive    

          March 12-16 

 Delivery of items to Shelter 

March 16th (after school) 

FMS 

Humane               

Society 

By Lauryn Dixon, Olivia Vinson, and Mikah Williams 



 Fellowship of Christian Athletes, or FCA, is a group that 

meets weekly. All FMS students are welcome to join (you 

don’t have to be an athlete).  They meet every Thursday at 

7:30 am in the lecture hall.  Students enjoy a breakfast snack, 

music, prayer, and guest speakers.  Former FMS students 

who now attend Socastee High lead most meetings by talking 

to FCA members about Christ and sharing their personal 

journeys in faith. FCA is a comfortable place where people 

can come and know that they are welcome while they learn 

          FCA 

Why did you start going to FCA?  

“Because I like to learn about God with my 

friends in a safe place.” 

    — Turner Ingram, 8th Grader 

By Taylor Barron and Sarah Lee 



 See You at the Pole is a 

national event where students and 

teachers meet at the school flag 

pole to have fellowship and 

worship God. FMS teachers and 

students were joined by and 

Socastee High students beginning 

at 7:00 am on September 27th. 

The group sang, read scripture, 

and had prayer circles. The event 

was a great way for staff and 

students to get closer to one 

See You at the Pole 
 

By Taylor Barron and Sarah Lee 

What was your favorite part of See You at 

the Pole?  

“Probably the prayer after the songs and 

the prayer groups.” 

       — Lainey Barnow, 6th Grader 



By Emily Wright and Taylor Homan 2017-18 

Junior Beta 

FMS Junior Beta is part of a national organization. Junior Bata is made up of eligible 7th and 8th graders 
who demonstrate leadership, academic achievements, and excellence. Students must complete 20 hours of 
community service, get teacher recommendations, and have all A’s and B’s to be invited. Members are   
expected to give back to the community through community service. “The National Beta Club is the largest 
independent, non-profit, educational youth organization in America.”  (www.betaclub.org) 

 

“My favorite thing about 
Junior Beta is the 
Myrtle Beach Marathon, 
the  Polar Plunge, and 
working with kids to do 
community service.”                 
   - Ms. Marciano 
     Junior Beta Sponsor 

Q  

Q  

Q  

A  

 

What is your favorite thing about Junior Beta?  

 

“My favorite part is that I get to do community 

service and give back to the community.”                         

    - Madison Walsh 

 
 

What’s your favorite thing about  helping the 

community? 

 

“Knowing that you have made a difference.”   

                                          - Guoyi Zhong 

 

 

Why did you want to join Junior Beta? 

 

“The reason was because it gave me opportunities 

to help  people who live in our community.”                      

              - Tegan Cox 

A  

A 



Robotics Team  

Robotics Team 

Members 
 

Brian Johnston  

Cole Smith 

Jacob Reynolds 

Riley Crystal 

Connor Mansour 

Conner Rogers 

Baylee Dixon 

Christian Spencer 

Halle Ferguson 

Jose Panzo-

Itehua 

Eddy Morales-

Bailey 

Aiden Hornbeck 

 

Coaches: 

Ms. Ferrell 

Ms. Ogea 

 The FMS 

Robotics Team meets 

every Tuesday in 

order to practice, 

learn, and build 

stunning works of both art and science. 

Robotics deals with the design, construction, 

operation, and use of robots.  

    Later in the year, FMS Robotics will go 

head-to-head against other schools, 

competing with robotics projects and robot 

designs. Our Gators work hard, using 

teamwork to solve technological problems. 

When asked to name his favorite part of 

being in Robotics, team member Brian 

Johnston responded, “How you get to make 

new friends and learn new things at the same 

time.” Go, Gator Robotics! We know you’ll 

make us proud this year. 

By Leslie Mendoza 



Gator Football 

Our FMS Gators have 

chomped their way 

through many difficult 

games, while trying 

their best. They work as 

a team, they don’t give 

up, and they are         

definitely “green and 

growing.” GO GATORS! 

By Hannah Harrison and Madison Walsh 



Furman Brown         
 Q:  Who is your biggest 

inspiration and why? 

   
 A: Coach Allen, because 

he inspired me to play. 

Aidan Heimann  

 
Q: How would you       

describe the football team? 

 

A: I wouldn’t say we’re the 

best, but we’re pretty 

good, and we’re like a fami-

ly to each other. 

Up Close and Personal with FMS Football 

Coach Allen 
Q: What do you love most 

about the team? 

 
A:  What I love most about 

the team are the players.  I 

love having the privilege of 

being able to watch and help 

the players grow into young 

men. I love getting to know 

the players and their families, 

I also like the brotherhood 

that the players bring. I learn 

more from them than they 

do from me! 

Ira “Zahir” 

Goodman 
Q: Why did you join 

the football team? 

 

A: I joined the team 

because I love the  

hard work and focus 

on the field. 

 

 
Trey Diggs 

 

Q: What’s your     

favorite thing about 

being on the football 

team? 

 

A: My favorite thing 

about being on the 

team is getting many 

chances to play. 

Coach Talaska 

Q: Why did you   

decide to coach  

football? 

 

A: My grandfather 

was an Athletic  

Director and Coach 

for many years. 



2017-18 Football Roster 

Players 
Furman Brown 

Ethan Knox 

Ein Leak 

Jake Rogers 

Ira “’Zair” Goodman 

David Dickson 

Austin LaFluer 

Jacob Knotts  

Conner Maxwell 

J.T. Beauford 

Benjamin Kirk 

Jake Marlow 

Landyn Clark 

Maddox Gifford  

Aidan Heimann  

Logan Muszynki 

Liam McCann 

William Ewing 

Jameon Johnson 

Luke Donovan 

Austin Kuykendoll 
Gabriel Polston 

Chace Burke 

Aaron Sellers 

Trey Diggs 

Ryan Repik 

David Archer 

Parker Shiflett 

Zackary Roe 

Ryan Jacob 

Hunter Jacob 

Marshall Brownley 

Jacob Carter 

Perry “Fields” Green 

Tanner Knapper 

Booker Oja 

Nick Dagastino 

Memphis Perry 

Scott Hudson 

Carsen Burke 

Cameron Knapper 

Eessa Abdulmutaala 

Devonte Victor 

Triston Skinner 

Gabe Maglione 

Tobias Andrews 

William “Cole” Patrick 

Coaches 
Mike Talaska, Jr. – Head Coach  

Mike Talaska, Sr. - Offense  

Brennen Allen - Asst. HC & DL  

Adam Maxwell - WR & DL 

Jason Keller - Defense 

F
M

S
 G

a
to

rs
 



Mock Trial 
        By Jada Chestnut and Abigail Nash 

 Mock Trial is an extracurricular activity where students play the roles of 
attorneys, witnesses, timekeeper, and bailiff in a faux court case. Students get to 

reenact the court case in a real courtroom.  This year’s case is about a recent high 
school graduate, Landry Lamar, who was fired from his job at a restaurant.  Landry 

is claiming that his termination was related to whistleblowing (telling his boss that 
he saw another employee stealing) while the defense is claiming that Landry was 

simply fired for not following company policy (closing early).  
 The FMS Mock Trial team competes against other schools in Horry County 

and in the state of South Carolina. The regional competition is Saturday, November 
4th, in Conway.  We know FMS Mock Trial will do an awesome job, and we wish 

them the best of luck!  

  
 

Team Members:  

Hannah Bird, Brady Carney, Ryan Freudiger,    

Kimberly Gonzalez, Talyah Goodman, Cooper 

Goss,  Hayley Grigg, Andie Horn, Jack Jones,  

Ashleigh Kruger, Ta’Vona Mclntyre, Roshni 

Nandwani, Sawyer Osborne, Sarah Pertell, Rhea 

Procko, Taylor Reyes, Alauna Reynolds, Britt  

Rockey,,and Jayleigh Stovall 

 

Teacher Coaches: 

Ms. Ogden, Mrs. Van Ness, 

Mr. Chila, and  

Ms. Reathaford 

 
8th graders Brady 

Carney and Andie Horn 
practice their roles. 

6th grader Kimberly 

Gonzalez is studying a 
witness affidavit.  

Ms. Ogden, Head Coach for the FMS Mock Trial team, is 
a 6th grade Social Studies and ELA teacher.  Ms. 

Ogden’s favorite thing about Mock Trial is getting to 
work with the students and getting to know them 

outside of school.  She said she enjoys seeing them 
grow and improve as they go through the mock trial 

process.  



Diamond Del Rocks Students’ World 

By Andrea Everett and Jenna Livingston 

 On September 14th and 15th, the eighth FMS 8th graders strengthened 

their understanding of rocks and minerals through the Diamond Del 

experience. In this activity, students mined for their own minerals while 

learning about gem miners’ process of panning. Once students gathered their 

minerals, they classified them by using their knowledge of minerals from 

class. This activity was a fun way for students to independently apply what 

they have learned in science class. Diamond Del was a unique experience that 

 During this experience, we 

asked a couple students what their 

favorite part of the Diamond Del 

activity was. Sarah Jastrzembski 

answered, “I enjoyed just searching 

for all the minerals,” while Isaac 

Pereira replied, “I liked finding the 

biggest rocks and minerals that I 

could.” 

 We also asked Mrs. Everhart, who 

is the   science teacher for the Navigator 

team, how she thinks the Diamond Del 

activity contributed to the students 

understanding of rocks and minerals. She 

replied, “It’s a hands- on lab and the 

students have to use what they have 

learned in class to name the rocks and 

minerals.” 



FMS Cheerleading Team 
By Maddie Davis and Sarah Jones 

 

 This year’s Forestbrook Middle School Cheerleaders have been training very 

hard since the beginning of summer, from early morning practices to nine-hour 

days at cheer camp. The girls have learned and mastered many dances and cheers 

all well as various complicated stunts. Along with gaining all of this experience, 

the girls have made new friendships and grown together to become one big family! 

 
All-American Spotlight 

 During cheer camp, all the girls tried out 

for a chance to make the All-American 

Cheerleading Team, a group of the most qualified 

cheerleaders across America. During tryouts the 

girls had to do a dance, a cheer, and a jump. 

Congratulations to all the girls that made it: 

Bentley Glover, Maddie Keller, Lauren Swist, 

Lexie Taylor, Cassey Phung, and Madison 

Williams. These girls get to represent the FMS 

cheer squad this November at Disney World in 

the Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

 

Q: What do you think set you aside from others 

trying out? 

A: My jumps were very high and I was really 

loud when I was doing the cheer.   –Lexie Taylor 

Q: What was your first reaction when you found 

out you made All-American Cheerleading? 

A: I was surprised and just really happy!!  

Can’t Hide Their Pride!! 
 

Q: Did anything surprise you about cheer? 

A: What surprised me is I didn’t realize how 

loud we had to yell and how fun it was to 

interact with the fans.  

         –Bella Steele 
Q: How did you feel when you found out 

you made the cheer team?  

A: Whenever I found out I was really 

excited, because it’s been a while since I 

have done cheerleading. I was really happy 

to get back into it.     

     –Emma Dugan 



 

FMS CHEERLEADERS 2017-18 
 

Head Coach:  Ms. Grayson Hancock 

 

Jamie Daniel 

Emma Dugan 

Audrey Floyd 

Bentley Glover 

Tylar Graham  

Daphnie Horn 

Maddie Keller 

Abbie Patrick 

Carley Quandt  

Olivia Roberts 

Mallory Rush 

Lily Simpson 

Bella Stelle 

Lauren Swist 

Lexie Taylor 

Cassey Phung  

Madison Williams 

Ryleigh Woody 

 

 

 



 

Chromebooks 

Did you know… 
 The Chromebooks that we have this year can go a full 360°? When the Chromebook opens from 90°  to 360 ° 

it changes from a laptop to a tablet! 

 

Why were Chromebooks  

specifically chosen? 
 According to Ms. Jacob, several devices were 

tested and voted on by a district panel of students, 

teachers, and administrators, and Chromebooks won. 

She said, “A panel of parents, students and teachers 

were selected to try and review a number of different 

devices to find the best device for our needs. The 

Chromebook was unanimously selected by this panel.” 

  

 Starting this year, middle schools in Horry County have 

replaced our iPads with Chromebooks.  Mrs. Jacob is in charge of 

the Chromebooks of FMS and can answer many related 

questions . She can tell you how to hold and keep your 

Chromebook safe, as well as explain many other features and 

functions. 

 Mrs. Jacob says that Chromebooks have Gorilla Glass (a 

very durable glass) with a rubber band around it for super 

protection. The Gorilla Glass is  to protect the Chromebook in 

case it is accidentally dropped, and there is also a rubber grip 

around the Chromebook  for  additional protection against 

breakage. 

 The Chromebooks provide several benefits over iPads.   Having the Chromebooks be Google -based makes 

them easy to connect to Google, and students in Horry County Schools have gotten used to using Google apps 

instead of Microsoft programs! Keyboards on the Chromebooks compared to the screen keyboards on the iPads 

help a lot when typing a project. Mrs. Jacob also says that any investment in a device that helps learning is a good 

investment. 

 Why do we use Chromebooks instead of iPads? The district has a three-year device technology refresh 

cycle, and the iPads’ three-year cycle had ended. This means that we will have new devices in three years. They 

could be upgraded Chromebooks or a new type of device. 

 

How do I remember or learn all the 

keyboard shortcuts? 
 Press Alt, Ctrl, and / together. 

By Colin  Archibald and Guoyi Zhong 



FMS Football Spirit Days  
By and Sarah Jones and Maddie Keller  

 

 Forestbrook Middle School held several 

spirit days in September to support our Gator 

football team! Monday was white out, with 

everyone wearing as much white as possible. 

We also had a sports photo booth that was 

open during lunch.  All funds raised supported 

the SC Special Olympics. Tuesday was the 

black out, so we wore as much black as 

possible. At the end of the day there was a Pep 

Rally to support our FMS gator football 

players and cheerleaders. Wednesday was 

team spirit day, so we wore as much FMS 

gator gear and school colors as possible! 

During our recess we had the choice to take 

part in a fun punt, pass, and kick challenge to 

test our football skills. Prizes were provided by 

the FMS PTO.  We had a great time 

supporting 





 Every year, the 

guidance counselors at 

Forestbrook Middle hold 

multiple fundraising events 

for Angel Tree, a program 

that provides Christmas 

presents for kids in need.  

Last year, we helped around 

50 students through Angel 

Tree. 

 This year, we have multiple fundraising opportunities to 

for the kids at FMS to support Angel Tree and help their 

fellow classmates have a special holiday. These fundraisers 

include: a pizza sale on Friday, November 3, a Palmetto 

Bowl Coin Competition on November 16 & 17, a pretzel sale 

on Friday, November 17, and the 10 days of giving starting 

on Monday, November 27 and ending Friday, December 8. 

The money gained from these fundraisers will go towards 

buying Christmas presents for kids at this school. 

 “The most rewarding part of Angel Tree is knowing that 

our students are able to have presents for the holidays even 

when their parents are going through financial troules,” said 

6th grade guidance counselor, Mallie Baker. 

 We hope you can help our students by supporting this 

year’s Angel Tree project! 

By Tegan Cox and Alex Locklear 

Guidance Counselor Mallie Baker looks over Angel 

Tree plans with APs Sylvester Carr and Ann Hall. 



Meet our Awesome Administration! 

 

Upcoming Gator Events  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  
1 S T  Q U A R T E R  

 

In November and December, Gators bring in nonperishable food for Forestbrook Cares (our school food 
pantry) and gift items for our Angel Tree recipients. 

November 1: School Picture Retakes/Makeups 
November 1: PTO meeting 3:45 
November 2: Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00-7:30 
November 5: Daylight Savings Time Ends (Turn clocks back) 
November 10: Veterans Day Assembly 9-10 am 
November 14: School Improvement Council Meeting 3:45 
November 15: 1st Quarter Alpha Beta Awards Assemblies: 8th grade—8:30;                        
         7th grade—11:30; 6th grade—1:45 
November 16:  FMS Winter Dance 5-7 pm 
November 17: Holiday Lunches 
November 22-24:  NO SCHOOL—Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 28: Extended Learning Begins 
November 29:  End Date for 2nd Interim 

 

December 6: 2nd Quarter Interims Issued 
December 6: P.T.O. Meeting—3:45 pm 
December 6: Basketball Season Begins 
December 12: S.I.C.—3:45 pm     
December 12: Winter Chorus Concerts—2:30 (6th grade); 6:00 (7th & 8th) 
December 13: Winter Band Concerts—2:30 (6th grade); 6:30 (7th & 8th) 
December 14: Winter Orchestra Concert– 6:00 (6th, 7th, & 8th grades) 
December 20—January 2:  Winter Break 

Amber Shubrick (7th), Shonda Owens-McKnight (8th), and Mallie Baker (6th)—Guidance 

Ann Hall—6th & 7th AP, Beverly Holt-Pilkey—School Principal, and Sylvester Carr—6th & 8th AP 

Beth Welch and Jennifer Osborne—Instructional Coaches 


