
Hello, Forestbrook Middle School families. 
  
On behalf of the faculty and staff of Forestbrook Middle School, we hope that each of you 
and your families had a joyful holiday season.  We hope that you had a chance to relax and 
enjoy time making memories. We are so proud of how hard our students have been 
working each and every day.  It is hard to believe that we have already completed half of 
the school year!  
  
We have had so many celebrations in the first semester, and it is great to be a Forestbrook 
Gator! We were able to celebrate with Mrs. Chavis Watford as she was named “Support 
Staff Member of the Year,” to cheer on our Gator athletes for football and basketball, to 
watch our Mock Trial and Robotics teams advance to state-level competitions, and to see 
talented actors and musicians perform.  As we begin the second semester, it is important 
to continue to monitor your child’s grades closely as we continue to push students to do 
their personal best in all settings and particularly in the classroom. Please remember to 
check our school website on a regular basis for updates and information. In addition, we 
send out our daily parent email, and we update our Facebook page almost daily with news 
from the Swamp. We are so blessed to have the opportunity to work with you and to have 
your child attend Forestbrook Middle School. We look forward to a wonderful second 
semester!  
  
Best Wishes for a Wonderful 2017!  
 
Mrs. Beverly Holt-Pilkey 
Principal 
Forestbrook Middle School 
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Join us for the Polar Plunge, a fantastic fundraiser for the 

Special Olympics!  Registration is due by January 31st, 

and the event takes place at the Sands Ocean Club on 

February 4th. Help us raise money to send our Gators to 

the Special Olympics.  Thank you in advance to all who 

will participate!  
Collections will be taken up in homeroom.  Please 

send cash or make checks payable to: Special 

Olympics South Carolina. Please see Officer Hoffer 

or our website for a registration packet and more 

details. 

Thank you for your support! 

Take the Plunge! 



FMS PTO  

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2017 

Happy New Year, GATORS!  We hope you 

and your family had a wonderful holiday! 

 

Thank you so much to all of the volunteers and 

donors who made Career Day such a big suc-

cess. We appreciate you! 

 

We still need a few volunteers for snack bars at 

the remaining basketball games. Please contact 

us at F.Middle@aol.com if you can help out.  

 

Our Valentines Carnation fundraiser is coming 

up quickly. If you are able to help out, please 

contact us at F.Middle@aol.com. 

 

The Fall Dances were a huge success.  Thanks so 

much to the parent volunteers who helped to 

make this fun event happen!  Our next dance 

will take place on Thursday, March 16th, from  

5-7 pm. Parents, if you’re able to help us out 

by volunteering in the snack bar or with other 

tasks, please send us an email at 

F.Middle@aol.com.  

 

The Student Store is open during school lunches 

for Gator gear and school supplies on Wednes-

days and Fridays (depending upon volunteers' 

schedules). Prices range from 50 cents to $20, 

and stock varies depending on student interest 

or needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOXTOPS RACE The PTO is always collect-

ing Box Tops. Look for details in the FMS 

News daily parent email.  

 

Please join the FMS PTO today if you haven’t 

already. 100% of your $5 membership goes 

back to the students and school.  As always, 

if you would like to volunteer your time or 

donate to any of our events requiring food/

drinks please feel free to contact us at 

F.Middle@aol.com.   

 

P.T.O. meetings are held in the Professional 

Development Room beside the media center 

on the first Wednesday of every month at 

4:00 pm.  EVERYONE is welcome.  Thanks 

so much for your continued support!!!  

PTO OFFICERS: 

President: Stacey Farnsworth 

Vice President: Mary Awalt 

Secretary: Donna Parks 

Treasurer: Margaret McLaughlin 

Any questions, suggestions, concerns, and comments are  

welcomed via email at F.Middle@aol.com. We are always looking for      

volunteers to help in a variety of events such as school dances, Career Day 

in January, and ballgames to name a few. We thank you in advance for your 

participation and support of our FMS family. 

mailto:f.middle@aol.com
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FMS Career Day 

was a huge 

success!   

 

Thank you to all 

of our wonderful 

speakers and 

contributors. We 

appreciate 

everything you 

do for our 

school! 

 

Check out our 

FMS Facebook 

page to see 

pictures from 

this amazing 

event. 
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Gator Updates  

Eighth Grade Gator Students and Parents:  
Don’t forget about IGPs!  Please contact 
Ashley Rhodes or Shonda McKnight to 

schedule these.  

FMS School Counseling Department 

Back Row: Ms. Mallie Baker mbaker002@horrycountyschools.net 

Mrs. Shonda Owens-McKnight smcknight002@horrycountyschools.net 

Ms. Amy Ayers  aayers@horrycountyschools.net 

Front Row: Mrs. Susan Volpe svolpe@horrycountyschools.net 

Mrs. Ashley Rhodes  arhodes@horrycountyschools.net  

Mrs. Chavis Watford cwatford001@horrycountyschools.net  

mailto:mbaker002@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:smcknight002@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:aayers@horrycountyschools.net
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Wonder Works Field Trip 

By: Mikayla Stout and Austin Tweedy 

 

Mrs. Brenda Hawks  
Interview  

 
Q: Why did you choose to organize 
this field trip? 
A: We (6th grade teachers) chose 
to plan this field trip so the kids 
would have a fun experience, off 
campus, that was also educational. 
Q: Why did choose Wonder Works 
for the place your field trip? 
A: Wonder Works is a local        
educational center that makes 
learning fun! 
Q: What did students get out of 
this field trip to help them educa-
tionally? 
A: Students learned team building 
by working together which makes 
them stronger in the classroom 
when they work together to learn. 
They also got to see how different 
skills could be used in many differ-
ent  careers, whether it was related 
to weather or outer space.  

The 6th grade went on a field trip to 
Wonder Works and had a blast! While 
they were having fun, the students 
were also learning about space, 
weather, and history. They also were 
learning important life skills, such as 
teamwork, and how they can apply 
knowledge of weather and space to 
careers in the future. 

One of the many contrap-
tions at Wonder Works is 
the bed of nails. Partici-
pants lie on the bed as 
nails arise from it, but the 
nails do not injure them. 

Students who love sports can play 
this game all day. It has a digital 
screen but uses real equipment 
such as soccer balls and footballs. 
Participants play they game and see 
who gets the most points. 



Welcome to Our New FMS Staff Members! 

Jennifer Cleary-

Koperli—Ms. Koperli 
works for Waccamaw 
Mental Health as a 
counselor and is school-
based here at Forestbrook 
Middle. She says her 
experience here has been 
great so far. Her favorite 
part is being able to see all 
the students every day. 

Shane Swanger— 
Mr. Swanger is a new art 
teacher at FMS. He said 
working at FMS is far   
different from where he 
was before. In his former 
position, he taught 
kindergarten through 8th 
grade. He was excited to 
move to a much larger 
school that had won the 
National Blue Ribbon 
Award. His favorite part of 
FMS so far is the students.  

 

Jennifer Hudson— 
Mrs. Hudson is the new 
8th grade Math teacher on 
the Gypsy Gator team. She 
says her experience so far                    
has been amazing! Her  
favorite parts are the 
students and staff, and 
how helpful everyone is. 
She has been teaching for 
17 years and she loves the 
profession because of the 
excitement of the students 
when they understand 
something.  

By:  Emma Kay        
Branham, Kaydense   

Evans, and Liz  
Parrish   

 

Christina Dunbar—Ms. Dunbar is the new STEM 
teacher for Forestbrook Middle. STEM stands for “Science,             
Technology, Engineering, and Math.” STEM activities help 
students experience possible careers, such as their in-class      
building projects requiring students to apply engineering       
concepts. Ms. Dunbar is settling in well to FMS; she says it’s 
been great and that the children are wonderful to work with.  
She loves doing all the hands-on activities with students. The 
administrators and other  teachers have been really helpful 
and supportive.  



By Jennifer Drabick 

 
Red Ribbon Week took place from October 24-31.  This event is celebrated around the world 

and promotes educational awareness of drug abuse. FMS celebrated this week with a variety 

of dress-up days and other events. Some of these activities included a non-perishable food 

drive contest between homerooms, a hat day, and a coin drive. These activities raised 

awareness and funds for local women and men affected by breast cancer, as well as our 

school’s Forestbrook Cares food pantry. 

FMS Activities 

10/24-10/31 
 

Monday 10/24—Red Day 

Tuesday 10/25—Crazy Sock Day 

Wednesday 10/26—Superhero Day 

Thursday 10/27—Team Spirit Day 

Friday 10/28—Neon and Hat Day 

Monday 10/31—Pink Out 

 

Pink Out! 

 

FMS Gators got pinked out to scare away breast cancer on October 31st. 

Students participated in a coin drive and hat day to support breast cancer 

patients. Half of our hat day proceeds also went to Forestbrook Cares, FMS’s in-

school food pantry for students in need. The total amount 2016-2017 Gators 

raised was over $734, with $550 going to Tidelands Health Foundation’s Breast 

Cancer Fund and $184 going to our Forestbrook Cares Food Pantry. The leading 

homerooms from each grade were 6th grade: Ms. Molesky’s class; 7th grade: 

Ms. Galuppi’s class; and 8th grade: Ms. Marion's class. A huge thanks to our 

PTO for donating treats to each winning homeroom. Another big thanks to our 

students and staff. Together, we will win the fight against breast cancer and put 

an end to hunger.   





 On October 4th, FMS Gators all wore blue to stomp out 

bullying! The entire nation also wore blue to represent solidarity 

and our stand against physical and digital bullying worldwide. This 

nationwide phenomena was referenced as a “sea of blue”   

By Eric Maher and Josiah Spires 

and showed hope in 

stopping both digital and 

physical bullying.  Gator 

students also signed a  

pledge against bullying. 



Doughnuts for Dads 
 

Forestbrook Middle School students brought their fathers and 
other loved ones to school the morning of October 20th in 

order to dine on yummy doughnuts and peruse the Book Fair 
offerings in the media center.  A good time was had by all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out more pictures from Doughnuts for Dads on the FMS Facebook Page. 



Acting Up  

(In a Good Way) 
By Savannah Isreal and Jay Wrightsman 

In November, our FMS Gator Players 

performed in “Hotel Dilatory,” a one-act play. 

What’s it about? It is centered around people in 

the town of Faux Pas. There are many 

interesting folks with colorful personalities, and 

their interactions are hilarious! And in the 

center of town is the Hotel Dilatory, the setting 

of this delightful story! Max the concierge lazily 

manages the desk of the hotel, but he is quite 

frequently interrupted.  The conversations and 

hijinks make this a hilarious show! 

       
Cast 

 
Zoe Bombolis 

 
Macelynn Cain  

 
Kadence Ferguson 

 
Eric Flemming  

 
Olivia Land 

 
Cecilia Motta 

 
Kayla Paguio 

 
Olivia Rayburn 

 
Sierra Sester 

 
Kevin Sitzler 

Our amazing Gator Players who 

participated in the play at HCS All-

County Theater Festival were voted 

Superior by two of the three judges, 

bringing home a trophy. They earned 

an additional medal for best 

costumes, and Zoe Bombolis and 

Oliva Land won best acting trophies! 

“Being given the opportunity to write a 

play and then see the students not only 

have a very successful performance, but to 

also have lots of fun during the production 

as well, was very validating and uplifting 

for opportunities in future years!”    

 

                   -Mr. Dobell, Director and 

Writer of “Hotel Dilatory” 



Join us in Wonderland 
Alice & Wonderland, 

Jr.—The Musical 
Check out this  

Amazing Cast! 

Character Student 

Alice Lilly McLendon 

Small Alice Hannah Bird 

Tall Alice Kaitlyn Smith 

Cheshire Cat 

 

Amelia DiMartino,  

Olivia Rayburn,     

Destiny Tracy 

White Rabbit Kayla Paguio 

Tweedle Dum Edisto French 

Tweedle Dee Nora Carroll 

Character Student 

Rose Taniya        

Boatwright 

Petunia Megan Lane 

Lily Isabelle Quade 

Violet Bentley Glover 

Daisy Hailey Grigg 

Caterpillar Sidney Gifford 

Mad Hatter Marcus Boland 

March Hare Tanner 

Lieurance 

Character Student 

Queen of 

Hearts 

Charity Hillegass 

King of 

Hearts 

Cloud Sitzler 

Door Knob Emma Dugan 

Dodo Bird Hillary Agness 

Ensemble Jasmine Rohde, Lia 

Fox, Kiana Travis,  

MacKenzie Printz, 

Halie Barber,       

William Allen,     

Sydnie Horn,     

Angelina  Locklear, 

Kailey Williams 

Lilly McLendon (Alice)- 
Q: What responsibilities do you have as the lead role? 

A: I have to help with the dances, memorize all my lines  

and songs and bring in parts of my costume.  

April 21st & 22nd 

Time: TBD 

Place:  SHS  

Auditorium 



Super Spellers in the Swamp 

Congratulations to 8th 
grader Abbigail 
Irving, winner of the 
FMS Spelling Bee, held 
on January 10th! 
Ashley West, 6th 
grader, was our 
runner-up. A huge 
shout-out is in order 
to all of our amazing 
Gator spellers who 
competed in the FMS 
Spelling Bee!  



2016-2017 

ROSTER 

Colby Craig 

Catherine Cyganiewicz 

Abby Davis 

Samuel Dexter 

Domenic Garofalo  

Jada Goff 

Casey Gwyer 

Chase Haydt 

Kyla Knowlin 

Reef Kocot 

Addison Martin 

Autumn Martin 

Elijah Mencken 

Carson Rouse 

Bryce Smith 

Nevaehly Steele 

Jordan Stillwell 

Safyr Voglesong-Bohn  

Jacob Watts 

Jack Werden 

      RIGHT ON TARGET 
The FMS archery team will 

travel to many 

competitions and 

tournaments this year, 

including the Regional 

Archery Tournament on 

February 24th. At practice 

they learn a variety of 

skills from cooperation to 

accuracy. The FMS archery 

team never lets us down 

and we know they certainly 

will not this year. Don’t 

forget to support you 

archery team! 



 
 

Have you ordered your 2016-17 FMS Yearbook?   

If not, see what you may be missing! 

Three Ways to Order a Yearbook: 
1.    Order online through www.mypaymentsplus.com  Flat cost: $40.66.   
2.    Order online through www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-
yearbooks.html  Click on “Shop Yearbooks.”  Cost: $40.66 after taxes (or higher 
if you select personalized cover or other add-ons). 
3.    Send in $40.66 (cash or check made out to “FMS”) with student’s name, 
grade, and homeroom teacher to Ms. Almeida, Portable 5.   
Questions?  Email Ms. Almeida at galmeida@horrycountyschools.net  



POSSIBLY REMOVE *******School Improvement Council (S.I.C.)  

 

Chairperson—Mrs. Dale Andrews 

Vice Chairperson—Mr. Patrick Rhodes 

Secretary– Mrs. Melissa Welch 

 

Everyone is welcome to join the meetings on 

the second Tuesday of each month at 3:45 in 

the Library.  

 

If you want to know more about the SIC, visit the 

home page: http://sic.sc.gov/ 

Members 

 

 
Dale Andrews 

Wendy Bailey 

Sylvester Carr 

Charles E. Cook 

Effie Hartley 

Jennifer Hoffer 

Beverly Holt-Pilkey 

Missie Lovelace 

Michele Macasek 

Kayla Maxwell 

Michelle Money 

Jennifer Osborne 

Kris Pankhania 

Eileen Patonay 

Audrea Phillips 

Patrick  Rhodes 

Dana Smith 

Scott Thompson 

Beth Welch 

Melissa Welch 

 

 

 

http://sic.sc.gov/


Support Staff 
Member of the Year 

The 2016-2017 Staff Member of the Year is Ms. 

Chavis Watford. Ms. Watford  always has a smile 

on her face and is willing to help anyone!   Ms. 

Watford works as a secretary in the front office 

and also assists the guidance department.  She 

thinks all of the other nominees are hardworking 

and were also deserving of this award. 

 

Ms. Chavis 
Watford! 

Support Staff Nominees 

 Ms. Kershaw 

 Ms. Jacob 

 Mr. Moses 

 Ms. Holmes 

“Ms. Watford is       
dependable, very    
professional, and 

great to work with.” 
-Ms. Anita Blanton, 

Secretary   

Congratulations,                
Ms. Watford! 



By: Julianne Macanas, Sarah Meredith, and Delaney Miller 

Gator Tech 
Colin Archibald  

Kierra Bostick 

Jacey Bushelman 

Hanna Gasque 

Anthony Prisco 

Jacob Reynolds 

Cole Smith 

Termigators 
Riley Crystal 

Thomas Goodermote 

Nick Holshouser 

Aiden Hornbeck 

Brian Johnston, Jr. 

Sam Ohanesian 

William Randall 

Coaches 
Michelle Wood 

Hannah Ferrell 

Jessi Leon 

Kristen Galuppi 

Brenda Hawks 

 Robotics is an after-school program with faculty members 

volunteering as coaches.  The head coach, Mrs. Wood, told us, 

“Robotics is about a group of students, designing and planning a 

solution to a world problem. They then get to build and program a 

robot that accomplishes tasks related to the problem.”   

 A huge congratulations to both FMS Robotics teams who 

competed on December 3rd in the Georgetown County Qualifier. 

Teams competed at four levels: robot design, robot performance, core 

values, and project innovation. Both teams were called back for Core 

Values to allow all judges to see how well they worked together. 

Remarks at closing were that teamwork was evident from Forestbrook 

Middle school students, staff, and parents. 

 For the first time in Forestbrook history, a Gator Robotics team 

was awarded the top prize of tournament champion. A big round of 

applause for the Termigators! They exemplified exemplary core values 

and a project to save sea otters that was both well researched and well 

designed. 



Mock Trial Updates 

Regional and State Competitions 

Regional and State competitions were an amazing learning experience for 

both the students and the coaches. We worked exceptionally hard for 

both competitions and tried our best to win.  In Regionals, Forestbrook 

took home a “Regional Champion” gavel trophy in an amazing victory. 

For state competition, FMS students traveled to Lexington to compete 

against teams from all over the state. It was a rigorous two days for the 

Mock Trial students, and even though we lost, we know we tried our 

best! 

Front Row: Mrs. Van Ness, Micahyah Moss, Daphne Horn, 

Mila Lawson, Cade Cox, Hannah Bird, Samantha Hester, 

Alauna Reynolds, Mrs. Herath 

Row 2:  Jay Wrightsman, Meghan Kathman, Paige Sutley, 

Kiana Travis, Brady Carney, Ryan Freudiger, Jayleigh 

Stovall, Rhea Procko  

Back Row:  Ms. Peyton, Sarah Meredith, Sasha  

Bronovitskiy, Aden Seay, Eric Maher, Hunter Hyatt, 

Delaney Miller-Wolphagen, Roshni Nandwani, Ms. Ogden 

2016 - 2017  Team Members 8th Grade Farewells  

Sasha Bronovitskiy 

Meghan Kathman  

Eric Maher 

Sarah Meredith 

Delaney Miller-Wolphagen 

Aden Seay 

Jay Wrightsman 

Most Effective Awards 

at the State Competition: 

Most Effective Attorney:      

Jay Wrightsman 

Most Effective Witness: 

Cade Cox 



2016-17 FMS Step Team 
Kenady Bell 

Deanna Cooper 
Zaria Gibbs 

Seslyn Inman 
Monikua Johnson 

Olivia Land 
Micahyah Moss 

Alexandria Ruffians 
Nevaeh Smith 
Avery Williams 

DaSani Williams 
Jayla Myers (Junior 

Stepper) 
Coaches: Ashley Best and 

Shenita Myers 

In Step with Gator Spirit 

The talented Forestbrook Middle 
School Step Team shows Gator 
pride and spirit at basketball 
games and pep rallies.  Stepping 
is a “form of percussive dance in 
which the participant's entire 
body is used as an instrument to 
produce complex rhythms and 
sounds through a mixture of 
footsteps, spoken word, and 
hand claps” (Wikipedia). Our 
Steppers were chosen out of all 
of the students who auditioned 
in November and have been 
practicing and performing ever 
since. They are an amazing group 
of young ladies who entertain 
hundreds of people during 
basketball season and beyond. 



Girls Basketball  
Team Members 

  
Jada Bryant 
Hailey Cisson 
Cheyenne Collins 
Aysiah Harvey 
Mailey Hough 
Ayonna Ingram 
Meghan Kathman 
Alyta Lamb 
Sarah McCann 
Laura McCann 
Sade Quashie 
Olivia Rickenbrode 
Katelyn Valder 
Tonya Wiliams 
Aniya Willis 

The girls basketball team has worked very hard this season by putting in 
the effort to make a great team. So far, it’s been a great season with only 
a few losses. The girls have worked tirelessly and put in their personal 
best to play as hard as they can. Coach Talaska, who’s been coaching girls     
basketball for four years, described this team as "energetic, enthusiastic, 
and athletic." The girls are hoping for a great season full of spirit and       
teamwork! 

What inspired you to 

play basketball? 

Hailey Cisson: 

The competition and 

the teamwork 

 

 

What made you want to  

play basketball? 

Mailey Hough: 

Its been in my life since I 

was six. My uncle 

influenced me to try out 

because he played in 

middle school. 

Upcoming Games: 

FMS vs Black Water @ Black Water Jan. 23 

FMS vs Myrtle Beach @ MBM Jan. 25 

FMS vs  Ocean Bay @ Ocean Bay Jan. 30* 

*February Games Listed on Back Page of 

Newsletter 

By:  Lauren Dowling, Grace-

Anne McKee, and Kenzie 

Kovarsky 



The FMS Basketball team is very diligent and dedicat-

ed!  The boys practice every day to make sure they are 

ready for the games on Monday and Wednesday. We 

are very proud of these boys and the hard work they 

have put into this team. 

Gator Basketball 

FMS Boys Basketball 

Q: What’s the best memory of playing 

basketball in 7th grade? 

A: The first game of my middle 

school year where I chased a kid 

down and blocked the ball on to the 

stage, and we all go so hyped. 

                                 -Will Griffin 

Q: How does it feel to have your dad as head 

coach? 

A: It is going to be interesting because I know 

he will push me twice as hard as others on the 

team. But honestly he is probably the most  

influential role models in my life. 

                                               -JJ Jones 

Coaches: 
Head Coach–  

Mr. James Jones 

 

Assistant Coaches-  

Mr. Brennan Allen 

Mr. Perry Thomas 

 

Roster 

7th Graders:  

Aidan Walker 
John Suchanek 

Hayden Bryant 
Zahir Goodman 

Jacob Daniels 
Brandon Ingram 

 

8th Graders:  
Chris Inman 

JJ Jones 
Mathew Glenn 

Cameron Smalls 
Tibryn Lewis 

DJ Willard 
Isaiah Grandison 

Will Griffin 
Josh LeCours 

Zack McLaughlin  



Holiday Concerts 

Every year, Forestbrook 
Middle School holds holiday 
concerts for Gators’ family and 
friends. The band, chorus, and 
orchestra got an opportunity 
to get into the holiday spirit by 
performing festive songs. 
These concerts were special 
not only for students, but also 
for teachers and parents, as 
well. The holiday concerts also 
gave the students a chance to 
show off their hard work and 
talent. These performances 
gave students a chance to get 
comfortable in front of a 
crowd and boost their 
confidence with their voices 
and instruments. In all, the 
FMS holiday concerts were a 
positive experience for 
everyone. 

Why do you like the holiday concerts?  
 
“It’s got its own style.”       - Maya Petty  
 
“It shows how we improve and it’s 
one of the many concerts that we do 
and it’s fun!”                  - Alaura Stanley 
 
“ You make people feel good and feel 
happy.”                                      - Joe Ursits 

 By Erin Armstrong and Erin Gwyer 



All County  

Orchestra 

On November 14th, string players for across the county came to 
Forestbrook Middle School to try out for the All County 
Orchestra, an “honors” orchestra. After the students get 
accepted into the program, they are given music to prepare them 
for a concert festival on January 23rd and 24th.  

Q. What made you want to try out for All County? 
A. Because I wanted to enhance my abilities 

and compare myself to other players in the 
area. 

                            ~Charity Hillegass, 8th Violin                             

Q.  What do you look forward to in All County? 
A. To meet all the talented string players.                           
                          ~Julianne Macanas, 8th Violin 

Q. What do you look forward to in All County? 
A. Playing with people who are really good and 

being taught by people who are really good.  
                                   ~Ryan Freudiger, 7th Bass  

Q. What do you most look forward to in All County? 
A. Performing and showing off my talent.  
                               ~Patrick Buchanan, 8th Viola  

Q. What do you most look forward to in All County?  
A. Performing with a big orchestra with other middle 

schools  
                                     ~Olivia Robert, 6th Violin 

Q. What made you want to try out for All County? 
A. My motivation to join. 
                                   ~Elisa Hewett, 8th Violin 

All County Orchestra Students: 
  
 Ryan Freudiger~ 7th Grade 

Bass 
 Olivia Robert~ 6th Grade 

Violin 
 Charity Hillegass~8th Grade 

Violin  
 Julianne Macanas~ 8th 

Grade Violin 
 Patrick  Buchanan~ 8th 

Grade Viola  
 Elise Hewett~ 8th Violin 

 



All County Chorus 
By: Isabella Bulleman & Nicole LaMura 

Claire Hains Diana Maya Espinoza  

All County Chorus 

Members: 

 
Delany Bennett 

Kylie Kocot 

Claire Hains 

Lia Fox 

Lucas Stroud  

Taniya Boatwright 

Sierra Setser 

Diana Maya Espinoza 

Sydney Gifford 

Annette Ibarra  

Taylor Minick 

Emily Medeiros 

Gwen Bornhauser 

 

 

 

 

All County Chorus is led by Ms. Dee Anne Bishop and 

provides an amazing opportunity to advance students in 

their singing. Students practice for an audition and try out 

against students in other middle schools in Horry County. 

Once selected, they are considered gifted and talented in 

the arts. They will meet and practice with all of the other 

students who were selected in January 2017 and perform in 

a concert which is televised and free and open to public. 

Why did you want to participate in All 

County Chorus? 

I thought it would be fun and it 

would be a challenge and a step 

up for singing. 

What do you enjoy about All 

County Chorus? 

You get to meet new people 

and explore your  talents. 



‘Tis the Season at FMS... 

Did you know, that 

Santa Claus’s real 

name is St. Nicholas? The holidays are a time 

where family comes 

together and celebrates. 

Here at the Swamp, we 

hosted holiday lunches in 

December for parents 

and other loved ones to 

spend time with their 

children, allowing 

families to get a head-

start on the holidays all 

together. Our FMS 

cafeteria staff all worked 

very hard to make sure 

these days were well-put- 

together and provided a 

special time for Gator 

families. We love and 

appreciate all the hard 

work they put in during 

the holidays and 

throughout the year. We 

hope everyone had 

happy holidays! 

By Devin Ardeljan, 

Nicky Farinas, and 

Madison Poindexter 



 Forestbrook Middle School is fortunate to have many students who volunteer in our community. 

These students go the extra mile to enrich and improve the community in which they live. They do not 

do this for recognition, or because they are required to, or to receive extra credit. They do this simply 

because they see a need and have found a way in which they can help. 

 The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program is the United States' largest youth      

recognition program based exclusively on volunteer community service. The program's goals are to   

recognize young people who already are making a positive difference in their towns and neighborhoods, 

and to inspire others to think about how they might contribute to their communities. Over the past 20 

years, more than 115,000 young people have been officially recognized for their volunteer efforts. 

 This year, the two students from FMS who received the Prudential Spirit of Community Award 

for demonstrating superior civic virtue in their volunteering throughout the community are 8th Grader 

Sasha Bronovitskiy and 6th Grader Cole Smith.  Cole has been nominated for state-level judging and the 

state winners will be announced February 7th. State winners receive $1000, a medal, and an all expense paid 

trip with a parent/guardian to Washington DC for several days of events.  Congratulations, Sasha and Cole! 

 Prudential Volunteer Awards 

Sasha Bronovitskiy 

“The role I played in my community was a Junior Counselor 
at South Strand Recreation Center for their Summer Youth 

Adventure Camp program. I looked after and cared for 
children from five to twelve years old. I became involved 

when I  wanted to do something more than just sit around 
home during the summer; I had a craving to make an impact 

and get to know the people in my  community better.” 

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  

  Cole Smith  

“I'm a Boy Scout who does community service  projects which 
include preparing tents at a camp and more recently helping a 
local church unload pumpkins for their annual pumpkin patch. 

To live by the Boy Scout motto, which is to “do a good turn 
daily", during our recent hurricane, I helped clean up elderly 
neighbor's yards. I also serve at my church in the children's 

department on the technical team.” 



  Veterans Day is no ordinary day.  It’s a time to remember and thank loved Veterans Day is no ordinary day.  It’s a time to remember and thank loved 

ones for their time in service.  It’s a time to celebrate how they have helped us and ones for their time in service.  It’s a time to celebrate how they have helped us and 

our country to get where we are today.   It’s a  time to appreciate all they have done our country to get where we are today.   It’s a  time to appreciate all they have done 

for us. On November 11th, Forestbrook held our annual Veterans Day Assembly for us. On November 11th, Forestbrook held our annual Veterans Day Assembly 

with a program featuring invited veterans as guests and speakers, musical with a program featuring invited veterans as guests and speakers, musical 

performances, and Socastee Junior ROTC students.performances, and Socastee Junior ROTC students.  

How would you   

describe your time 

in service? 

“It’s been rewarding to do the “It’s been rewarding to do the 

things that I have done and to things that I have done and to 

share the time with fellow share the time with fellow 

soldiers. Its probably the soldiers. Its probably the 

most meaningful thing I’ve most meaningful thing I’ve 

done.”done.”  

            --  LT Gregory P. HutchinsLT Gregory P. Hutchins  

By Lindsey 

Clyde, Maddie 

Davis, and 

Kristin Hysner 



Meet our Awesome Administration! 

 

Upcoming Gator Events  

 

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  1 S T  Q U A R T E R  

 
  
 

January 23:  FMS Basketball @ Blackwater Middle—5:45 pm 
January 25:  FMS Basketball @ Myrtle Beach Middle—5:45 pm 
January 30:  FMS Basketball @ Ocean Bay Middle—5:45 pm 

March 1:  PTO meeting—4:00 
March 2:  Spring / Buddy Pictures 
March 7:  NAEP Testing for Select 8th Graders 
March 16:  Spring Dance—5:00-7:00 pm 
March 21:  Third Quarter Ends 
March 28:  Third Quarter Report Cards Issued 

Back:  Olga Toggas—6th Grade AP, Sylvester Carr—8th Grade AP, Beverly McCain—7th 

Grade AP. Front: Beth Welch—Curriculum Coach, Beverly Holt-Pilkey—Principal, Kayla 

Maxwell—Curriculum Coach. 

February 1:  PTO meeting—4 :00 pm 
February 1:  FMS Basketball vs. SJM @ Socastee High—5:45 pm 
February 8:  Pep Rally, Final Home Game: FMS Basketball vs. OBM @ Home—5:45 pm 
February 10:  Second Quarter Awards Assemblies: 8th Grade @ 8:30 am, 7th @ 11:30 am, 6th @ 1:30 pm 
February 20:  No School—Staff Development Day (*Possible makeup day– please check news outlets) 
February 22:  Third Quarter Interims Issued 

For the most up-to-date information, check out our website, Facebook page, and daily FMS News emails. 


