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First-grade students are expected to learn the grade-level curriculum 
standards in English language arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies and meet attendance requirements.  When informal and formal 
assessments indicate that a student is not meeting grade level 
expectations, the teacher, principal, and parents may consider retention.  
 
Act 284 (Read to Succeed) requires that, beginning with the 2017-2018 
school year, a student must be retained in the third grade if the student 
fails to demonstrate reading proficiency at the end of third grade. 

 
South Carolina College- and Career-Ready Standards 

Principles of Reading 
 

These skills are directed toward fostering students’ understanding 
and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic 
principle, and other basic conventions of the English writing 
system. These foundational skills are necessary and important 
components of an effective, comprehensive reading program 
designed to develop proficient readers with the capacity to 
comprehend texts. Some foundational reading skills include a 
student’s ability to 
 
Print Concepts 

● demonstrate understanding of the organization and 
basic features of print 

● recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence 

 
Phonological Awareness 

● demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds 

● distinguish long- from short-vowel sounds in spoken 
single-syllable words 

● orally produce single-syllable words by blending 
sounds, including consonant blends in spoken words 

● isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final 
sounds in spoken single-syllable words 

● segment spoken single-syllable words into their 
complete sequence of individual sounds 

 
Phonics and Word Recognition 

● know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills when decoding words 

● demonstrate the sound correspondences for common  
consonant blends and digraphs 

● use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel 
sound to determine the number of syllables in words 

● read a two-syllable word by breaking the word into 
syllables 

● know final -e and common vowel team conventions to 
read words with long-vowel sounds 

● read words with inflectional endings 

● recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly 
spelled words 

 
Fluency  

● read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension 

● read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 
● read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings 
● use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary 

South Carolina College- and Career-Ready Standards 
 for Mathematics 

 
First graders are expected to develop proficiency with basic 
computational skills and procedures, develop conceptual understandings, 
and become adept at problem solving. 
 
Number Sense and Base Ten 

● extend the counting sequence 
● understand place value 

● use place-value understanding and properties of operations  
        to add and subtract 

Algebraic Thinking and Operations  
● represent and solve problems involving addition and 

subtraction 

● understand and apply properties of operations and the 
relationship between addition and subtraction 

● add and subtract within 20 

● work with addition and subtraction equations 
Geometry 

● reason with shapes and their attributes 
Measurement and Data Analysis 

● measure lengths indirectly and iterating length units 
● tell and write time 

● represent and interpret data 

 
Each child in first grade should have evidence of progress for each 
quarter.  Teachers should gauge progress and may make promotional 
decisions based on this collection of representative samples of student 
work.  Parents may expect to see the following at conferences: 

 writing samples 

 evidence of growth in decoding skills 

 Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS® 
Next) scores 

 running records of oral reading  

 high-frequency words checklists/spelling tests 

 completed work that demonstrates what the student knows, 
understands, and is able to do in literacy, math, science, and 
social studies 

 
DIBELS® Next is administered three times in first grade to monitor the 
development of pre-reading and early reading skills. These one-minute 
measures include Letter Naming Fluency (LNF), Phoneme Segmentation 
Fluency (PSF), Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) and DIBELS Oral 
Reading Fluency (DORF).  
 
The goal is for students to exit first grade obtaining at least the following 
MINIMUM score on each of these measures: 
   PSF-40            
   NWF-58 Correct Letter Sounds and 13 Whole Words Read 
   DORF-47 Words Correct per Minute (WPM) and 90%   
   Accuracy. 
 
WPM and accuracy scores in Q2 and Q4 are based on benchmark 
assessments. WPM and accuracy scores in Q3 are based on progress 
monitoring. 
 
A student must meet the goal in each of these measures to stay on track 
for reading success. 

 
Technology is used in Horry County Schools as a learning tool. 
First-grade students are expected to be able to locate letter keys 
on an electronic device to type simple messages.  With support, 
first-grade students are expected to begin to use digital tools to 
produce and publish writing, as well as shared research and 
writing projects. 
 

 


