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The grading scale for achievement in Horry County 
Schools is: 
 

 90–100 = A 
80–89 = B 
70–79 = C 
60–69 = D 

59 and below = F 

  
Each quarter, an elementary grade student’s overall 
literacy performance and overall math performance 
are indicated on the report card.  Numerous 
assessments are used to determine a student’s literacy 
or math performance.  The assessments may include 
teacher observations, daily written and/or oral tasks 
and assessments, conferences with students, 
performance tasks, fluency assessments, and MAP®. 

 
Technology is used in Horry County Schools as a 
learning tool.  Elementary grade students, with 
support, should use digital devices to communicate, 
gather and process information, conduct research, 
and apply mathematical and scientific concepts. 

 

 
Each child in an elementary grade should have a 
portfolio that contains the evidence of progress for 
each quarter.  Teachers should gauge progress and 
may make promotional decisions based on this 
collection of representative samples of student work.  
Parents may expect to see the following at 
conferences: 

 writing and handwriting samples 
 completed work that demonstrates what the 

student knows, understands, and is able to 
do in literacy, math, social studies and 
science 

 
Oral reading fluency assessments may also be 
administered periodically to elementary grade 
students.  These assessments provide teachers and 
parents with a quick but valid snapshot of a student’s 
reading performance in terms of accuracy and rate.  
Students will be asked to read orally grade level 
passages while the teacher marks errors and records 
the number of words correctly read per minute. 
 
The goal is for students to exit each grade obtaining at 
least the following MINIMUM scores for words read 
correctly per minute. 
 
3rd grade: 100 words 
4th grade: 115 words 
5th grade: 130 words 
 
 

 
Students in the elementary grades are expected to 
learn at a minimum the curriculum standards in 
language arts and mathematics, receive passing grades 
in language arts and mathematics, and meet 
attendance requirements.   
 
Beginning in grade 3 and continuing through grade 8, 
students are expected to meet standard on the South 
Carolina state assessment in language arts and 
mathematics.   
 
When informal and formal assessments indicate that a 
student is not meeting grade level expectations, 
retention may be a consideration.   Third-grade 
students who lack proficiency in reading may be asked 
to attend a summer reading camp. 
 
In addition, Act 284 (Read to Succeed) requires that, 
beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, a student 
must be retained in the third grade if the student fails 
to demonstrate reading proficiency at the end of third 
grade. 

 
Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®) is administered three times per year in the elementary grades to 
identify what a student knows and needs to learn in the areas of reading, mathematics, and language usage. 
Through MAP®, a Lexile® is generated for each student. A Lexile® is a single measure that can indicate both the 
difficulty of the text and the level of the reader. A Lexile® score helps teachers and parents select reading 
materials that appropriately challenge students, thereby guiding the development of stronger reading skills. The 
following chart identifies the Lexile® text-demand level by grade. Students should be reading at these levels in 
order to be college and career ready by grade 12. 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Text Difficulty 
1st 190L-530L 
2nd 420L-650L 
3rd 520L-820L 
4th 740L-940L 
5th 830L-1010L 

 


