
                                                                 

Our Light Shining Bright Through Community Service 
At HCEC our light shines!  Community Service is a major component 
of our students’ work in returning to their base schools. Last year our 
students performed over 22,000 hours of community service by 
serving individuals and institutions in Horry County. HCEC students 
are welcomed by our community partners and are commended for the 
work that they do. This month we want to spotlight three groups that 
have provided rewarding opportunities for our students to help others. 
The Shepherd's Table is a non-profit soup kitchen in Conway that 
provides lunch and dinner to anyone in need of a hot, nutritious meal, 
and our student volunteers assist in serving meals and performing  
kitchen duties including washing dishes and mopping. The Playcard 
Environmental Center in Loris fosters a specialized outdoor learning 
environment for students related to plants, animals, and natural 
sciences. A group of 17 HCEC students volunteered at Playcard to help 
prepare for November’s Swampfest. Students helped clean the outside 
of buildings, prepared the main stage, and moved hay, tables and 
chairs. Also in Loris, one of our faith partners, Loris First 
Presbyterian Church, used HCEC students as scorekeepers and  
concession helpers for their fall Upward Sports Soccer program, a 
Christian sports league designed for kids in grades K5–8. We hope 
that these types of opportunities will sow seeds of service in our 
students, and that they will develop a “service attitude”.  We are very 
grateful to our Community Partners for all that they do to support this 
mission at HCEC.        
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Next Parent University 

January 3, 2018 

HCEC 

 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm  

Topic: Guiding Good 
Choices 

OUR CORE VALUES 
Honesty  

Courage 

Empowerment 

Character
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Tips For Parents… 
Teens and Drugs: 3 Tips for 
Talking With Your Kids 

1. Make your values and your rules clear 

   Parents sometimes use phrases like “be smart” 
or “make good decisions,” though these terms 
may have very different meanings to different 
people. Be Specific. If you mean, “You can go 
out with your friends as long as you can assure 
me you will not use marijuana,” then say it that 
way. 

2. Ask and listen, but resist the urge to lecture 

  As adults we very much want to impart as 
much wisdom as we can to help young people 
avoid the same mistakes that we made. But, it 
is probably more useful to draw out their 
innate curiosity and encourage them to seek 
out answers on their own. Consider beginning 
by asking a question like, “Tell me, what do you 
know about marijuana?” Teens who feel like 

their point of view is valued may be more 
willing to 
engage in a 
conversation 

 3. If your child 
has used 

substances, 
try to explore 
the reasons 

Teens may use substances to help manage 
anxiety, relieve stress, distract from unpleasant 
emotions, or connect socially with peers.  Being 
curious about those reasons can help them feel 
less judged. It may also give you a window into 

your teen’s underlying struggles, help them 
develop insight into their own behavior, and 
point to problems that may need professional 

support. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
December is upon us and with it comes all the excitement that the season brings. It is a 
busy time filled with family traditions, traveling, and shopping for many; life at school 
is busy as well.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff, students and 
parents for their continued support. Our school is truly a community school and it is at 
this time of year when the closeness of friendship shines in our students` faces.  It is 
also during this time that I am reminded of my own good fortune to serve as the proud 
principal of HCEC. Indeed, my career as a public school educator has afforded me vast, 
varied and richly rewarding opportunities to teach and to learn from young people.  The 
New-year will bring new learning experiences, new challenges and new fun. I look 
forward to what lies ahead for us as a school community in 2019. I wish you all Peace, 
Joy, Hope, and Happiness during this Holiday season and throughout the New Year. 

J. McCullough, principal

Meet our Staff Member of the Year!  

Mr. Derrick Seymour 

Favorite Food: Lasagna 

Favorite Song: That’s the Way of the World by: Earth, Wind, and Fire 

Favorite Movie: Wizard of Oz 

Favorite Dinosaur: Triceratops 

Favorite Quote: I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 


