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Important Message for Semester 2 2021-2022
Greetings Parents and Students,

Welcome to Semester 2 of the 2021-22 school year. I am writing to share some modifications that
have been made to our live meet requirements and daily schedule for the upcoming semester.
Modifications have been made to our schedule based on student academic performance and
attendance data. In addition we have a large increase in student enrollment for this semester.

The modifications are as follows:

● Secondary students are now required to attend live meets at assigned times.
● Students will no longer have the option to choose the class times they want to attend.
● All Live meets are scheduled for 45 minutes and students are required to attend all classes

each day. Learning Lab is no longer a specified time in the schedule. Due to the increase in
class time, we have built in learning lab times into Live Meets.

● The daily schedule includes transition times as well as 2-20 minute breaks that will be used for
advisory. Students will be informed when advisory is scheduled.Students will have a lunch
break each day.

● It is an expectation students will complete asynchronous work daily.
● Listed below are the daily Live Meet schedules for Middle and High School.

○ Students in grades 6-8 will be assigned 4-6 live meets per day
○ Students in grades  9-11 will be assigned 4 live meets per day.
○ Students in grade 12 will be assigned 2-4 live meets per day.
○ Recorded lessons will not be an option for daily attendance. This change was made

based on data collected on student academic performance. If there is an extenuating
circumstance, please contact your advisory teacher and they will notify and submit a
request to administration  for approval.

This is a live document and subject to change as needed.Updated September 2020 HCS Virtual Student HB & Parent Resource Guide



Our goal is to provide high quality instruction to support the academic and social needs of our
students.  We truly appreciate all of your support and continued success of your child’s success.

Respectfully,

Michelle Ammann

Executive Director of Instructional Technology and Online Learning
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Contact INFORMATION
Program Information

Street Address 335 Four Mile Road
Conway, SC 29526

Phone # 843-488-7200

Website https://www.horrycountyschools.net/Page/12440

administration
Executive
Director-Instr.
Technology &
Online Learning

Michelle Ammann
Phone: 843-488-6709
Email: mammann@horrycountyschools.net

Secretary/ Main
Line

Paige Connors
Phone: 843-488-7200
Email: pconnors@horrycountyschools.net

Data Quality Clerk Katie Windley
Phone: 843-488-7202
Email: kwindley@horrycountyschools.net

Elementary level HCS Virtual Contacts
Assistant Principal Jonna Doughtery

Phone: 843-488-6585
Email: jdoughtery@horrycountyschools.net

Guidance
Counselor

Laurie Thomas
Phone: 843-488-7207
Email: lthomas001@horrycountyschools.net

Middle level HCS Virtual Contacts
Assistant Principal Jae Anderson

Phone: 843-488-6584
Email: janderson@horrycountyschools.net

Guidance
Counselor

Brooke Campbell
Phone: 843-488-7204
Email: bcampbell001@horrycountyschools.net

high level HCS Virtual Contacts
Assistant Principal Kathryn Stabell
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Phone: 843-488-6586
Email: kstabell@horrycountyschools.net

Guidance
Counselor

Sophia Mack
Phone: 843-488-7204
Email: smack@horrycountyschools.net

Please visit the HCS Virtual website for frequently asked questions.  This site is updated often with the most current information
for HCS Virtual students and their families.

HCS VISION
Horry County Schools' vision
is to be a premier,
world-class school system in
which every student
acquires an excellent
education. Our schools will
be welcoming centers
organized around
high-quality teaching and
learning.

HCS CORE VALUES
-We put service to students
above all else.
-We take responsibility for
the success of all students.
-We care passionately about
our work with students.
-We build strong, positive
relationships with students,
staff, parents, and
community.
-We model and promote
civility and integrity.

WELCOME
The faculty and staff of HCS Virtual welcomes you and your parents to
the HCS Virtual program!

During this time of change and new experiences HCS Virtual students
will continue to grow and develop socially, emotionally, and
academically.  We hope that you will take advantage of the new and
exciting opportunities that will be offered to you throughout the year.

With great opportunity also comes great responsibility to conduct
yourself in a manner that best represents our program and meets the
expectations we all have for all students.

This handbook/resource guide and the Horry County Schools
Parent/Student Handbook will provide answers to many of your
questions about our program policies and procedures.  Please read
them carefully and save this handbook for future reference.

Remember that you are responsible for your actions, choices, and
decisions.  They are all important tools that will help guide you to
success at HCS Virtual. We look forward to having a fantastic school
year!

Note:
Students should enjoy HCS Virtual learning if they like working online
and they want a full-time online learning experience.  Students will
need to be intrinsically motivated and conscientious about keeping up
with their school work.  Parents need to be willing to make sure that
their child stays on task and keeps pace with assignments daily as well
as ensuring that their child regularly checks into their virtual
classrooms/meets as scheduled and needed.
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WHO ARE WE?
HCS Virtual has been working hard to provide a path to the future for students and educators since
2009. HCS Virtual is focused on providing educational opportunities for all students on the belief that
innovation resides in all of us, eager to change our world with the next big idea. We’re driven to help all
learners by enhancing their educational opportunities, placing each student's potential within reach.
By exploring new ways to grow, we’re taking education to the next level and working to leverage
face-to-face, personalized and online learning innovations that drive the advancement of education.

INSTRUCTION
Terminology

● HCS Virtual - Asynchronous learning from home (while still connected to the assigned base
school)

● E-Learning - Emergency online learning  (occurs during a school closing, such as a during a
weather emergency)

● Asynchronous Learning - learning is happening independently as students work through the
curriculum

● LIVE  MEETS-Synchronous Learning - learning is happening in real-time with the student’s
teacher and sometimes classmates

CURRICULUM
Our curriculum combines the best of asynchronous and synchronous learning to provide students and
their families the best experience possible with virtual learning.  Students will primarily utilize Genius,
Buzz, Google Meets, and their HCS Google accounts to complete assignments and communicate with
teachers.  Teachers will conduct live instructional meetings with classes or with students daily and will
have the opportunity for additional help during teachers’ o�ce hours and Learning Labs.

ACADEMIC/ELECTIVE CLASSES
The HCS Virtual course offerings are linked here. Students’ schedules reflect what will be offered at
each level. All academic and elective requirements will be offered. HCS Virtual students may
participate in extracurricular activities currently being offered at his/her base school after regular
school hours.

MAKE UP WORK
Students are expected to participate in school on a regular basis to achieve success. Students are
required to ask for all work missed when absent.  HCS Virtual will follow the district policy timeline
specifications.

● Students who are absent for any reason will have up to 5 school days to turn in their
assignments for full credit.

● If a student is absent more than 10 days, an additional day will be given for each day they are out.
● We encourage students and parents to communicate with HCS Virtual Teachers in regards to

make-up work plans.
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INCoMPLETE OR UNSUBMITTED ASSIGNMENTS
In order to fulfill all expectations for a given course on time, all students are expected to complete
assignments in accordance with the pacing guide for that course.  Students who have not completed
assignments within the parameters set out by the pacing guide will be given a grade of ‘0’ until that
assignment is submitted and accepted by the teacher.

RESUBMISSION POLICY
The HCS Virtual platform may provide students with an opportunity to redo or retake assignments and
assessments.  All students will be allowed one retake of an assignment or test.  If a student is failing
the course then teachers can allow a second retake.  HCS Virtual teachers will determine and
communicate with students whether or not further opportunities are available.

GRADES
Student grades are reported to PowerSchool at the end of each semester. Students and parents
should monitor student progress in the HCS Virtual dashboard and course gradebook.

HCS Virtual learning platforms (Genius/Buzz) will show student progress and grades.  For students to
be successful in our program, parents must login with their students to monitor their progress.

Students will receive a numerical grade for all required classes according to the South Carolina
Uniform Grading Policy:

A = 100 – 90
B = 89 – 80
C = 79 – 70
D = 69 – 60
F = 59 & below

HCS Virtual teachers will issue progress reports via email to students/parents based on the dates
below.  Parents must ensure PowerSchool parent email addresses are updated regularly to reflect
current/active email addresses.

PROMOTION & RETENTION
Students in grades K-12 are expected to learn, at minimum, curriculum standards in all required
coursework. See your PSH (HCS “Parent/Student Handbook”) for information on requirements that
must be met in order to be promoted to the next grade or High School graduation.
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Promoted: The student has earned passing grades in all required courses and satisfied the attendance
requirements for HCS Virtual.

Retention: The student has failed to meet the promotion criteria.

Interim Dates Report Cards
Q1 - Thursday, September 16, 2021  (End Date)
Q1 - Monday, September 20, 2021 (Issued)

Q1 - Thursday, October 21, 2021 (End Date)
Q1 - Thursday, October 28, 2021 (Issued)

Q2 - Tuesday, November 30, 2021 (End Date)
Q2 - Friday, December 3, 2021 (Issued)

Q2 - Thursday, January 13, 2022 (End Date)
Q2 - Friday, January 21, 2022 (Issued)

Q3 - Wednesday, February 16, 2022 (End Date)
Q3 - Wednesday, February 23, 2022 (Issued)

Q3 - Thursday, March 24, 2022 (End Date)
Q3 - Friday, April 1, 2022 (Issued)

Q4 - Tuesday, May 3, 2022 (End Date)
Q4 - Friday, May 6, 2022 (Issued)

Q4 - Friday, June 3, 2022 (End Date)
Q4 - Monday, June 13, 2022 (Issued)

GUIDELINES FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING PLATFORMS
● When you enter a live Google Meet, mute yourself (If you are already not muted).
● When you have a question, use the chat feature and wait for your teacher to call on you.
● When you have something to contribute to what is being said, but it is not your turn, use the chat feature

in the right-hand corner.
● Wait for the teacher to call on you to unmute yourself.
● Only one student should contribute/talk at a time.
● Stay attentive. Pay attention to your teacher or other students who are speaking.

HABITS for success
● Be prepared for class and actively participate in your live meetings via chat, or the “raise hand” feature in

Google Meet.
● Frequently monitor your course pacing guides to ensure you are on pace with the completion of your

assignments.
● Frequently communicate with your teacher throughout the semester.
● Attend available o�ce hours if you need assistance with your coursework.
● Complete class activities, and use a calendar/planner to record assignments.
● Give 100% daily
● Keep your camera on during live meetings with your teacher � you are more likely to pay attention if you

know your teacher can see your face.
● Eliminate distractions (ie: cell phones, YouTube, music, etc.)
● Create a quiet learning space in your home that is free of distractions. Be mindful of your background, as
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it will be present in your live meetings.

TIPS FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING
● Be Positive & Use Your Resources - Try not to get frustrated and use all your HCS Virtual and at home

resources including teachers, family members, friends, and online tutorials for extra support.
● Get Organized & Stay Organized -  Create a space in your home or room dedicated to HCS Virtual

learning only. Keep everything that you need daily in that location. Only use that space for your
schoolwork.

● Establish a Flexible Routine - Try to attend all your Live Google Meet Sessions.  Block off certain times
of the day for schoolwork and try to avoid distractions like your phone, siblings, social media, or
television.  If you get frustrated with one subject, take a break and move on to a different one, then come
back to it later with fresh eyes.

● Take Breaks & Strive for Physical Activity -  Make sure that you take breaks and if possible take time to
go outside, safely.  Exercise and/or Physical Activity is a great way to relieve stress.

ATTENDANCE
Live Lessons Overview
In order to be successful and meet state guidelines , live lessons and face to face time with the teacher are
required for students.  Students are assigned specific class times to attend  live sessions with their teachers
daily. Teachers will provide daily live lessons related to the coursework in Buzz aligned to the South Carolina
Curriculum Standards.

Live lessons will be offered daily by teachers:
Grades K-5:

● once in the morning
● once in the afternoon

Grades 6-12:
● once daily at a scheduled time**

Attendance

To be counted present for the day, the student must log in to the live Google Meet and actively participate in
synchronous instruction for each of their courses on a daily basis. This is to ensure that all students are
successful in the program as well as meet state guidelines.

● Daily attendance will be recorded in PowerSchool by homeroom/advisory on a daily basis.
● Students in grades K-5 are required to attend based on their assigned daily instructional schedule.
● Students in grades 6-12 are required to attend based on their assigned daily instructional schedule.

Students are required to attend synchronous learning on a daily basis.
● Students are only required to participate in synchronous learning for their courses on all HCS

student-assigned days outlined on the HCS student instructional calendar.
● Students are required to meet all of the South Carolina truancy requirements. A student will be

considered truant if he/she accumulates three consecutive unlawful absences or five total unlawful
absences the student will be placed on an attendance intervention plan (AIP) for an entire calendar year.
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If a student is enrolled in a .5 credit course(Government & Econ and FOC 1 & 2) only 3 absences per class
are allowed.

● If a student fails to meet the attendance requirement for 10 consecutive days, the student will be
dropped from enrollment in HCS in PowerSchool for non-attendance.

● Students will be coded as SC-VTP (Present Code) or SC-UNEX (Absent Code) daily. For an absence to be
excused, parents and students must provide documentation(medical or other) to
attendancehcsvirtual@horrycountyschools.net.

● Students will be considered tardy if they arrive late and within 10 minutes after of the start of class.
● If a student arrives more than 10 minutes after the start of class they will be marked absent.
● Students are to remain in the live meet for the entire assigned time. If students leave class without

teacher permission they will receive a discipline referral and will be counted absent.

Lawful absences are described as the following:
● students who are ill and whose attendance in school would endanger their health or the health of others

may be temporarily excused from attendance.
● students and whose immediate family there is a serious illness or death.
● students with pre-arranged absences for other reasons and or extreme hardships at the discretion of

the principal.

Unlawful absences are described as the following:
● students who are willfully absent from school without the knowledge of their parents.
● students who are absent without acceptable cause with the knowledge of their parents or guardians.

Learning Lab- Elementary only
Teachers will be available for individual meetings and/or small group sessions daily.  A student or parent can
schedule a meeting with their teacher. Teachers may require scheduled individual meetings or small group
meetings during this time if a student needs instructional support.

Course Time:
(Live Meets with Teacher AND Buzz Coursework)

Students in Grades K-5 attend live sessions with teachers every day and spend at least 120 minutes a day on
Buzz coursework, for a total of 600 minutes a week to be successful in the program.

Students in Grades 6-12 attend live lessons with their teachers every day and spend at least 240 minutes a day
on Buzz coursework, for a total of 1200 minutes a week to be successful in the program.

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS AND BEHAVIORS
As students prepare to become productive citizens, the staff at HCS Virtual strives to ensure students
understand their roles and responsibilities.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a proper manner
while using their HCS device, attending live meetings, and completing assignments on the HCS Virtual platform.
HCS district rules apply to students.
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LIVE MEETING DRESS CODE & APPEARANCE
While students can remain in comfortable attire while completing school work at home, the following
expectations are required for live Google or Zoom Meeting sessions while their camera is on and they are visible
to the teacher and/or other students.

● Students, Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that individual students dress in an
appropriate manner at all times while attending HCS Virtual Live Meeting Sessions.

● Attire must comply with requirements for health and safety
● Attire must not be immodest, obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, indecent, or offensive.
● Appropriate undergarments should be worn and should be covered by outer clothing and not visible to

others.  Tops must not reveal cleavage.  Exposed midriff apparel, swimming attire, and out lingerie may
not be worn. See-through clothing, spaghetti strap tops, or clothes exposing the mid-section or bare
shoulders are not allowed.

● Attire must not evidence membership or a�liation with a “gang” in any negative sense of the term.
Bandanas or colors a�liated with a gang may not be worn.

● Attire and jewelry must not display any information about, representations of, or advertisements for
alcoholic beverages, tobacco, controlled drugs, sexual innuendos, and/or illegal drugs/paraphernalia.
Any clothing with images, words or phrases deemed inappropriate in nature may not be worn.  Any
clothing or jewelry containing derogatory, threatening, or violent words/phrases may not be worn.

● Tank tops must have a shoulder strap of at least two inches in width.

CODE OF CONDUCT K-12 HCS VIRTUAL
Although our classroom environment is virtual (online), the standards of behavior are as important as they are in
the brick and mortar schools.  Therefore, appropriate student behavior is expected.  This document includes a
K-12 HCS Virtual Program Code of Conduct that all students are required to follow.

INTERACTION WITH K-12 HCS VIRTUAL PROGRAM FACULTY & STAFF
● Students should address all faculty and staff members as adults with the courtesy expected for

educational professionals.
● Students should phrase communications with the faculty and staff in a polite and courteous manner

appropriate for speaking to adults.  The tone of emails and phone conversations must be respectful.
● Students are not to use obscene, profane, threatening, or disrespectful language or images in

communications with faculty, staff, or other students.  These actions are prohibited as indicated in
R43-279.

● Students who violate these directives will be subject to disciplinary actions.

APPROPRIATE USE OF THE INTERNET
● Students will use the Internet for legitimate educational purposes
● Students will not attempt to download or save files to the device without teacher approval.
● Students will not search for, download or print any material that violates school handbook codes

regarding possession or display of inappropriate, offensive or vulgar material, or assist any other student
in such activities.

● Students will not harass, insult, or attack others via electronic communications.
● Students will not attempt to damage or alter computers, computer systems, computer networks or
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mobile devices, including settings and installed software.
● Students will not violate copyright laws, including the use or possession of bootleg software, music or

movies.
● Students will not attempt to trespass in another’s folders, work, files or devices or use any accounts

other than my own.

DISCIPLINARY INFRACTIONS
Violations to the K-12 HCS Student Code of Conduct will initiate the following procedures:

VIRTUAL CLASSROOM INFRACTIONS
● Upon the violation, the teacher will notify the appropriate virtual school level administrator.  The teacher

will also notify the parent of the infraction.
● The administrator will provide due process to the student and issue disciplinary consequences as

warranted.  The administrator will contact the parent.
● A violation of the Code of Conduct will result in disciplinary action and may result in withdrawal of the

student from the K-12 HCS Virtual Program.

VIRTUAL NON-CLASSROOM INFRACTIONS
● All disciplinary infractions that occur outside of the virtual classroom will be submitted to the student’s

base school administration.
● The base school will provide due process to the student and issue disciplinary consequences as needed.

The administrator will contact the parent.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
HCS Virtual takes the integrity and authenticity of student work very seriously.  Students are responsible for
submitting and protecting their own, original work.

The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines integrity as: “the quality of being honest and fair” and “the state
of being complete or whole.” In an academic sense, integrity means that student learning is demonstrated
through student work products that are completely true and original. Cheating, plagiarism, and falsification are
categories of academic misconduct which violate the principles of academic integrity.

Academic Integrity: violations can include, but are not limited to the following:
Cheating:  is “the inclination or practice of misleading others through lies or trickery” (“Cheating”). Examples of
cheating are:

● Copying someone else’s work and submitting it as one’s own
● Attempting to copy someone else’s work to submit as one’s own
● Sharing assignments or test/quiz answers with other students
● Using prohibited references/sources/textbooks to complete an assignment, test/quiz

Plagiarism: is “the act of using another person's words or ideas without giving credit to that person”
(“Plagiarism”). Examples of plagiarism are:

● Copying text in whole or in part from a reference without citing authorship
● Failing to properly cite a source (e.g. after paraphrasing) either in the text or in the reference section

(e.g. Works Cited)
● Presenting another’s ideas as one’s own in an assignment
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Falsification: is submitting work that is fabricated (untrue). Examples of falsification are:
● Presenting invented information in a research paper/assignment
● Creating a falsework cited/bibliography list
● Falsely attributing credit to a source not used in one’s research

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Students are expected to uphold the qualities of academic integrity by NOT engaging in any of the following
unacceptable behaviors: cheating, falsification, or plagiarism. Below, you will find a list, although not
all-inclusive, of acts of cheating, falsification, or plagiarism.

Students should NOT...
● copy or use someone else’s work (to include images, words, and ideas) and pass it off as their own
● use unauthorized study aides (cheat sheets, references, calculators, notes, other people, Internet, etc...)
● falsify information, including research or data
● commit forgery
● copy or apply patterns of language, structure, or ideas of another without internal and external citation

or receipt of permission as appropriate

Students SHOULD...
● complete their own original work using resources and references only as allowed and citing

appropriately.

TEACHER EXPERTISE
HCS Virtual instructors have years of experience as teachers in the online and brick and/or brick-and- mortar
school.  Their expertise is used as a guide to help monitor the consistency of student work submissions and the
level of originality of student work.

What are the consequences of poor decisions related to academic integrity?
If a student is determined to be in violation of the HCS Virtual Academic Integrity Policy, their actions will be

dealt with as indicated in the chart below:

CONSEQUENCES OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
VIOLATIONS

1st
offense

2nd
offense

3rd
offense

Parent contact X X X

Student receives a grade of zero (“0”) on the assignment with no make-up
opportunity

X X

Mandatory review of academic integrity policy (video) by student X
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HCS Virtual course may equal a failing grade X

CONSEQUENCES FOR INFRACTIONS
OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (OSS)
OSS may be administered as a disciplinary measure in some cases. A student will not be allowed to participate
in any HCS Virtual live meetings. Work will need to be completed asynchronously. When a student is suspended
out of school, he/she will not be allowed to come on any HCS grounds unless it is with a parent for a conference
with an administrator. The student is not allowed to attend any functions at any Horry County School including
extracurricular activities during the suspension.

EVIDENTIARY HEARING/EXPULSION
An Evidentiary Hearing is recommended by the administration of HCS Virtual for serious misconduct and
continued minor misconduct after reasonable disciplinary measures have failed to achieve satisfactory results.
Some offenses result in automatic expulsion. For further information about student conduct, please refer to the
HCS Parent/Student Handbook.

Expulsion is the exclusion of a student for the remainder of the school year from classes or any school related
functions. Expulsion is recommended by the administration through the Evidentiary Hearing process for any
activity which violates criminal laws. Expulsion is also applied in cases involving serious misconduct and
continued minor misconduct after reasonable disciplinary measures have failed to achieve satisfactory results.
Some offenses result in automatic expulsion. For further information about student conduct, please refer to the
HCS Parent/Student Handbook.

HCS VIRTUAL ACADEMIC INTEGRITY VIDEO Please click here to view expectations for

Digital Citizenship.

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
Proper behavior, as it relates to the use of technology, is no different than proper behavior in all other aspects
of district activities. All users are expected to use the district technology resources in a legal, responsible,
ethical, and polite manner. The digital citizenship guidelines are intended to clarify those expectations as they
apply to computer and network usage and are consistent with HCS Policy.

A student who knowingly violates any portion of the digital citizenship expectations will be subject to
suspension of access and/or revocation of privileges on the district's system and will be subject to disciplinary
action in accordance with the HCS Student Code of Conduct.

Students will practice safe and appropriate online behavior including using professional etiquette while
communicating online. Improper use of district technology resources is prohibited including, but not limited to:

➢ using racist, profane, pornographic, sexually oriented, or obscene language or materials attempting to
send or sending anonymous messages of any kind

➢ using the network to access inappropriate and/or harmful materials
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➢ bypassing the district's security measures to access sites that are filtered on the district network
➢ encrypting communications so as to avoid security review or monitoring by the system administrator
➢ using the network to provide addresses or other personal information that others may use

inappropriately
➢ purposely engaging in activity that may harass, threaten, defame, slander, libel, malign, or abuse another

(individual or group
➢ forgery or attempted forgery of electronic messages; attempts to read, delete, copy, or modify the

electronic mail of other system users or deliberate interference with the ability of other system users to
send/receive electronic mail

➢ using the network for illegal purposes, in support of illegal activities, or for any other activity prohibited
by district policy or guidelines Students will use the technology resources in a positive and responsible
manner that promotes creativity, innovation, collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and
problem solving. Improper use of the district's technology resources is prohibited including, but not
limited to: using the network for political activity, financial gain, or commercial activity

➢ attempting to harm or harming equipment, materials, or data • changing any computer configurations
and/or settings

➢ installing software, including freeware and file sharing services, without permission from the director of
technology or his/her designee • streaming media, such as radio, games, video, etc., for non-educational
purposes

➢ proxy sites - bypassing or attempting to bypass the filtering device by using sites such as, but not limited
to, proxy sites on the district's electronic communications system

➢ running security programs or utilities that reveal or exploit weaknesses in the security of a system such
as password cracking programs, packet sniffers, or port scanners or any other non-approved programs
on district technology resources

➢ otherwise engaging in acts against the aims and purposes of the district as specified in its governing
documents or in rules, regulations, and procedures adopted from time to time Student Code of Conduct

➢ Students will understand the negative impact of inappropriate technology use including online bullying
and harassment, hacking, intentional virus setting, invasion of privacy, and piracy of materials such as
software, music, video, and other media.

➢ Students will log in to the district network using their own login credentials. Account information and
passwords, or similar information used for identification and authorization purposes, must be kept
private. Passwords should not be written down and left in a location others may find it.

➢ The individual in whose name a system account is issued will be responsible at all times for its proper
use. Students will use technology resources cautiously to prevent damage.

➢ Academic Integrity: All students enrolled in HCS schools, including HCS Virtual, or working remotely are
held to the same standard as when learning in a traditional school setting. Any dishonesty such as
plagiarism, cheating, and/or providing false information is grounds for disciplinary action by the teacher
or school administrator.

➢ The following acts are considered dishonest and a violation of the Academic Integrity Code:
○ Plagiarism – using other people’s work, ideas, or information without giving credit to the source
○ Work submission through another student’s password – any assignments or projects posed while

using another student’s username and password is considered cheating.
○ Cheating – using unauthorized material including outside materials or study aides for work

completion. Copying another person’s work and using it as your own is considered cheating.
○ Performing work or taking a test for another student.
○ False information or made up data – submission is considered misleading and dishonest.
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TECHNOLOGY + Devices
Devices are available for student use at home from each child’s base school. However, before a student may use
a device, the student and parent must sign the Policy for Student Use of Computers/ChromeBooks/iPads,
which is given out by the base school at pickup.

Each student will be assigned an iPad (Elementary), or a Dell Laptop (Middle and High School) for school use
only.  The student will be personally responsible for their HCS device at home.  Parents/Guardians may decline
this assignment of a device.

The technology fee “digital device insurance” can be purchased to help alleviate the cost of the student’s device
if damaged.

Possible consequences if the device is misused include:
➢ Possible referral to law enforcement
➢ Restitution in vandalism instances
➢ Reimbursement to HCS for actual loss, damage or repair

The device is a tool for learning and will be used at home.  Students and parents are responsible for all
procedures on use and care of their device.

Devices are provided for HCS Virtual related to studying and work. HCS reserves the right to check student
devices at any time. Students who do not display responsibility on their device may receive disciplinary
consequences depending on the nature of the violation.

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Students have been assigned to academic courses and teachers. Students needing schedule changes must
submit a request form for administrative review.  Changes will be considered for approval on an individual basis.

Student Change Request Form

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Horry County Schools will follow established health and safety guidelines.  Base schools will evaluate and/or adjus
future extracurricular activities based on the level of infection in the county.  Students may participate in
extracurricular activities currently being offered at his/her base school after regular school hours. year.
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HCS Virtual Parent/Student Contract

I have read and discussed the material in this guide with my son/daughter.

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________

Date: ____________________________

Genius + Buzz Log-In Information

Logging Into Genius & Buzz
● HCS Virtual Link

● Genius is the platform to do all of your communication in (similar to Powerschool).
● Students need to frequently check their HCS gmail accounts for important

information and communication from the teacher.
● Student Login with the following information:

○ AD username
○ AD Password

● Students will access Buzz (your courses) through this login.
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https://hcsvirtual.geniussis.com/PublicWelcome.aspx
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