January 2013

Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology
Winter / News and Events
Important Information:
Report Cards will be sent home with your student this week.
AAST is a Bully Free Zone. Please encourage your students to report any suspicion of bullying to an administrator.
HCS Crime Tip Help Line is (843)915-SROS (7767) or email srotips@horrycounty.org. Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Parents & Students:
Please remember to always check base school announcements posted in designated areas at AAST and on the base school websites
daily for news and announcements. Also, students should listen to morning announcement daily.
Here is the page on our school website that links to all base schools for news, etc.
http://aast.horrycountyschools.net/pages/Academy_for_Arts_ScienceTech/825572477613238690/Base_School_Links

From the Attendance Office:
Students please strive to come to school on time. Security screening begins at 7:45am. Please allow time for security screening and
remember the tardy bell rings at 8:15am.
Please call 903-8469 or email cgrant@horrycountyschools.net if your child will be absent from school. It is helpful to inform the
teachers, however, the attendance office should always be notified first. Medical notes (originals only) should be turned in within 5
days. For early dismissals, please have your child bring a note to school that morning with a phone number.
Students are considered truant after 3 consecutive or 5 cumulative unlawful absences.
College visit days are for upperclassmen only and must be APPROVED IN ADVANCE.
Students are only allowed 5 unexcused absences per class. Students exceeding this amount will be denied credit.
rd
The next Saturday school is February 23 , from 8am -12:15pm. Upcoming dates: March 23, April 20, May 11, June 1
Students with PERFECT ATTENDANCE for the year will be eligible to enter the East Coast Honda CAR giveaway.
Please make sure we have up to date contact information on file.
The Parent Portal is open so that you can have continual access to your student’s grades. Parents may contact Mrs. Grant by email
for Access Ids and Passwords to set up an account.

From Guidance:
Guidance is scheduling IGPs. We would like to have them completed by March 1st.
student’s appointment.

Please contact AAST to schedule your

SAT/ACT Info:
We are providing students who are taking the SAT or ACT this spring several opportunities to improve their scores. SAT/ACT Power
Series begins Wednesday, January 30 for an 8 week series in Room 611 from 3:00-4:00. Also, AAST is hosting a special 6 hour SAT
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Workshop presented by One On One Learning on February 19 . The cost is $25. Please see Ms. Pace to sign up by February 1.

From the Nurse:
No medications can be given without parent approval. The new policy for medication is for a parent to bring in medication and fill
out form.

From the AAST Media Specialist:
Our students have access to LearningExpress Library through DISCUS. LearningExpress Library has practice tests, exercises, skillbuilding courses, eBooks for SAT, ACT, and AP classes. All residents of South Carolina have access to LearningExpress Library,
courtesy of the South Carolina State Library and the SC State Legislature. However, in order to login to the products from home or
office, all residents must first access through DISCUS – South Carolina's Virtual Library. Find DISCUS here-http://scdiscus.org/discus-resources. If you need the DISCUS user name and password, contact Ms. Tomko at
vtomko@horrycountyschools.net

Yearbooks and Senior Pages on sale now
Yearbooks and senior pages are still on sale! Yearbooks are $45, and senior pages are $120 full page/$60 half page. Senior pages
must be purchased by January 31. Please do not send money without the information you want on the page. You may create your
own page or you may send photos/notes and we will design the page for you. Please send money and address any questions to Ms.
Wegner (Rm. 408) at jwegner@horrycountyschools.net.
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From SRO Barnes:
SRO Barnes is helping Junior Lauren Sullivan and Senior Selina Baldwin with a special charity. It is called TEENS FOR JEANS…the
collection dates are 1/14/2013 thru 2/10/2013. “In five years, they collected and donated over 2.5 million pairs of jeans.” If students
donate their jeans they will get a 25% off of a new pair of jeans from Aeropostale. ALL JEANS COLLECTED WILL BE DONATED TO
LOCAL SHELTERS. There will be a couple boxes located around the school for the jean collection.
Websites for more information: Teensforjeans.com ; Dosomething.org
This was the AAST’s second Freezin For A Reason Polar Plunge. There were over 100 plungers and volunteers from the AASTthat
braved the cold water to raise money for the South Carolina Special Olympics. The goal set for the AAST students and staff was
$2,000.00 and it was met and then some. The final total was $3,760.00

The staff and students that were a part of Team AAST were: Adults - Team Captain Cricket Barnes, Dave Barnes, Hudson Barnes,
Lawson Barnes, Robin Jones, Jayson Powers, Bambi Condrey, Mary Beth Roach, Katie Thompson, Cathy DeSimone, Michelle
Cline, BJ Scott, Jennifer Rabon, William Kornegay, Jennifer Scott, Rebecca Carter, Mindi Penn, Terrele & Kesha Carey, Scott
Simon, Shannon King, Kristel Darling, Sheila McLennan and JoLea Wegner. Seniors are Jordan McMahan, Ashley DiPalma,
Samantha Erwin, Kayli Hughes , Cameron Bartlett, Rachael Boswell, Nicole Freede, Ashley Kearnes, Tyler Osiecki, Daniel Rojas,
Faith Ruska, Casey Scully, Christina Teruel, Donnie Vaught and Brandon Linquito. Juniors are Sora Lebowitz, Kylie Cracknell,
Savannah Williams, Miranda Becker, Jessie Elia, Elijah Hockensmith, Kalei Strange and Charles Daniele. Sophomores are Justin
Yazici, Brandon Gore, Tanner Keast, Jay Gohil, Elizabeth Snyder-Mounts, Ian Dorman, Catherine Meeks, Mary Clare Brophy,
MacKenzie King, Ian Dorman, Kiera Poole and Peyton Poole. Freshman are Matt Steighner, Adam Swanson, Brandon Lynch, Luke
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Rankin, Amadeus Smallwood, Kylie Wehunt and John Chambers. We had three 8 graders from Ocean Bay Middle school: Kyle
and Brandon Daniele and Jessica Ruska.
OUR HIGHEST PLUNGER FROM THIS YEAR WAS FRESHMAN LUKE RANKIN WHO RAISED OVER $500.00.
“We just keep getting better and bigger! I am so PROUD of the AAST team!” Cricket Barnes (Team Captain)

A Very Special Thank You
Thank you to the Parent Committee of AAST for the many, many gifts this past quarter. Such as the delicious food during
American Education Week, the Thanksgiving cookies, and the wonderful and generous teacher gifts during the holidays. Your
efforts are always over and beyond and greatly appreciated by our faculty and staff. Thank you again for all your support!
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Faculty News:

th

th

The AAST Faculty and Administration traveled and toured Milliken & Company in Spartanburg, SC on January 18 and 19 .

We are so thankful for the Milliken executives who created presentations tailored to our school’s focus on the STEM areas as well as the
fine arts. Two Milliken representatives toured our school earlier in the year and last week Mr. Mark Strohmaier, Director of Business
Development and Strategy, spoke at length with Ms. Jones about our school Majors and STEM focus. The Milliken team put together a
presentation related to how our school course work fits into their real-world business place in a company that combines unique insight,
deep science ,and meaningful design to develop products or create chemistry to tackles the issues and concerns of today and to do well.
After our morning of presentations ,we toured areas of their 600 acre corporate headquarters including their carpet design studios,
working science lab area where chemists were working, and the innovation gallery where we saw examples of the products that we all
use every day. None of us left without saying or thinking “I had no idea” by the time we left the gallery where we spent over an hour
touring and in a question and answer session. We learned so much about their product development process and how they seek to
solve public concerns through “purposeful play” and combining science with design to create new ways to enhance people’s lives. We
learned that on average we all touch a Milliken product (or products that were made with Milliken patented chemistry) at least 6 times a
day. Did you know that Milliken holds the patent for the clear plastic and colored plastic used in water bottles, food storage containers,
and laundry detergent and for fabrics used in performance wear found in most workout attire such as “Under Armor”. Their chemistry is
found in many brands of athletic footwear, wound care bandages, flame retardant fabrics that the military and fire fighters depend on,
air bags, Crayola ™ washable crayon and duct tape’s strengthening fibers, just to name a few products.

Pictures include two slides from one of the presentations, and the faculty looking at the patent history wall (timeline of the 2200 patents
they own) as we were entering the “innovation gallery” .

AAST welcomes Ms. Anna Lauren Meeks
Ms. Meeks will be teaching Spanish. She is a graduate of Clemson University. She has a B.A. degree in Spanish Language and
International trade. She joins AAST after having classroom experience teaching Spanish I and II at Brookland Cayce High School
in Cayce, SC.

January 2013

Congratulations
to AAST Teacher
of the Year
Ms. Mariah Reiss!
FYI
Sophomores and juniors have received course request forms for next year and should complete them and get parent signatures
so they can turn them in this week. Freshmen will be getting their forms this week.

AAST Clubs
Student Council:
Our Sadie Hawkins Dance is this Friday at 5pm at Revolutions located at Broadway at the Beach. The dance will be from around
5:30 pm to around 9:00 pm.

Interact Club:
Interact Club will be volunteering at Mile 23 of the MB Marathon on February 16.

AFC:
Academy for Christ meets each Tuesday at 7:30 in the Community Room. Please join us for fun, fellowship, singing, and a time
of Bible study. Come spend time with your fellow Christian friends and make a difference at AAST.

STEM News
All Freshmen Seminar students are participating in the Verizon App challenge. There are 20 teams who will be competing
nationally. Prizes include Samsung Galaxy Tab's for each member of the winning team and a $10,000 grant for the school AND
Verizon sends their engineers to help the kids actually program the app they have designed. Apps were be submitted January
18th.

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLScD7h8Uc1OREx2j765pp7erastvaPAnW
The S.C. Governors School for Science & Mathematics is set to launch a program next fall where students will be able to
graduate high school with a full year of college engineering credits under their belts.
HCS is one of eight pilot districts that were selected from across South Carolina for the Accelerate program, which is designed
to develop the state’s future engineers. The Governor’s School will select 50 rising 10th-graders statewide through an
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application process, and AAST could have up to eight students in the program. AAST 9 grade STEM students enrolled in
Algebra II were invited by the Governors School to apply.
Opportunities
The Naval Academy Summer STEM program is offered to rising eighth- through 11th-graders. The students must demonstrate
superior academic performance.
Selection is based in a large part on ensuring geographic representation, along with overall accomplishments in and out of the
classroom.
To apply, high-schoolers can visit www.usna.edu/admissions/stem. If selected, students are responsible for transportation costs
and will have to pay approximately $200, which covers meals, materials, and room and board.

Stem Student Caroline Daly in Physics

STEM Students going over PLAN results

CONNECT
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CONNECT seniors are looking forward to internships this semester. Beginning in the middle of February, these students will be
interning at places around Horry County in which they have an interest in pursuing a career. Prior to the internship, these students
created a career portfolio and research paper. They also visited Miller-Motte College in Conway to learn what they have to offer. In
January they will visit Horry-Georgetown Technical College to tour the facility and then will be able to decide if college is something
in their future.

MAJORS
Digital Communications:
Digital Communications along with AAST faculty and staff sent about 50 cards to "Holiday Cards for Heroes" through the American
Red Cross. They also printed about 150 cards for students and teachers to write for Dalton Dingus, the nine year-old boy from
Salyersville, KY, living with stage 4 cystic fibrosis. He was recently sent home from the hospital to be with his family for the holidays.
Knowing his time is limited, all Dingus wants for Christmas is Christmas cards. His goal is to break the Guinness World Record for
most Christmas Cards received (35,000).

Rachael Boswell has won first place in an international poster contest for SCAD and has earned a $12,000 scholarship! The poster will
be featured in a permanent online exhibit. Rachel is also taking AP Art with Mr. Spivey. Congrats!
Alliyah Willard and Christina Teruel designed the Scholar’s Academy’s Winter Dance invitations and posters.
Senior Digital Communications' student, Cameron Bartlett, is designing a vertical banner and a crest for House Van der Haer, a
Fashion Design Firm based in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Environmental Science:
The Environmental Science students are preparing their Spring senior mastery projects.

Please check out the Environmental Science students in a video on the district webpage. The link is below.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssLlABD24ec&list=UUASkKLwW176INaXBf932cKA&index=2

Entertainment Technology:
The ET seniors will be working on their final video project for senior exhibition of mastery and preparing for their presentations in
March. The ET juniors will now take over production of the Academy news show and willstart focusing on the artistic side of video
production. ET students will also participate in the trip to Orlando, Florida in February with students from Art, DC, Education and
Dance where they will visit Disney World and Universal Studios and take a backstage tour of Cirque du Soleil - La Nouba.
The ET students AAST video “Home” was featured on the District website this Fall. Please take time to click the link and watch it.
You will be glad you did.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybkxIimRjNo

Education:
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Students in the Education Major, Advanced Art Major and Teacher Cadets sponsored a café in the Community Room for the faculty
and staff to celebrate the holiday season. Desserts were served throughout the day, along with hot apple cider. Students created
large snowflakes to display and decorated a Christmas tree.
Education Major students donated clothes and other articles to Project Lighthouse. Keiayra Stone Herbert is focusing on homeless
youth for her Senior Exhibition of Mastery. Students in the major and teachers helped her collect these items.
The Education Major students had great experiences at their intern sites. They had rewarding opportunities to explore teaching as a
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career and to gain a deeper understanding of skills needed for the 21 Century. Sincere thanks to the principals, teachers, and
community members for their support and encouragement.
John Hembree and Joel Turner represent the Education Major on Student Council. With the help of Ms. Burgess, they helped
coordinate a project for shoebox gifts for children in Horry County. Shoeboxes with school supplies, toys, gloves, and hats were
donated for children in elementary schools in Horry County.

Theater:
The Theater and Dance students presented an original Holiday performance in December. The performance was written and
choreographed by AAST students. Congratulations on a job well done!

st

Upcoming events include: “The Rehearsal”, “Drugs are Bad”, and “Y’all” on January 31 .
The Theater students will be travelling to Lander University for the International Thespian Festival. AAST Theater student Sam Erwin’s
original play “Goodbye Hello” will be presented for competition.
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Dance:

The Academy Dancers and the Academy Players recently presented their Winter Holiday Show, “It’s a Holly, Dolly Christmas.”The
colorful set included Santa’s workshop; a living room complete with Christmas tree, fireplace, and Christmas stockings; and a beautiful
outdoor scene with snow-covered trees. The theatre majors provided an original script with classic Christmas songs while the dance
majors provided choreography and dancing to some lesser-known holiday music. STEM students in the dance elective also performed
as “Snow Sprites” to Carol of the Bells.

Snow Sprites backstage before the show

Dance majors applying their stage makeup

Academy alum Bry
Ruffennach, a dance major at
USC, recently returned to
conduct a ballet class for the
STEM students in the dance
elective. Ryan Brady, a veteran
Disney performer, also
returned to share her
experiences and answer
questions about careers in
performance.

Upcoming events include an educational field trip to Disney World in February, Senior Mastery presentations beginning in March, and
the final Spring Dance Performance in April.

Art :
The Art students are working on recyclable sculptures. Only recycled materials can be used. They are also preparing for the Burroughs
and Chapin Juried Art show in the spring.

The Art Room at decorated for the Holidays.
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Pre-Engineering:
Bucky Sellers and four of his students (Daniel Rojas, Bridgette Harper, Jordan McMahan, Derek Parness) traveled to Willamsburg
County recently to present to district and school personnel about robotics at AAST and in Horry County. Mr. Sellers has spent so much
time meeting with school district and community leaders as a proponent for robotics in every school, and his efforts have paid off and will
benefit students all over our district. His reflection on a recent trip to another SC school district was that it reminded him how much we
have to be thankful for in our district and in our school.
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The F.I.R.S.T. Robotics Competition will be held at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center Feb. 28 - March 2nd. Nine HCS high schools
teams will compete. There will be 65 teams from across the United States competing.
Bucky Sellers was recognized (two years in a row) by the Grand Strand Technology Leadership and Innovation Awards for serving as a
coach/mentor to students in his classes in pre-engineering and for robotics teams competing in FIRST Robotics competition for 11 years,
and also working with the development of robotics teams throughout Horry County Schools.
th

The morning of March 27 , the HCS annual Technology Fair will be held at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center. In the afternoon, 30 Lego
teams will be competing. The awards will be at 5pm. The Grand Strand Technology Expo will be held there the same day. The 2011-12
HCS high school robots will be on display. It will be a fun and educational day. Please plan to stop by and support AAST.

Pre Engineering setting up the AAST Christmas tree.

Pre-Med:
First semester senior masteries were completed in early January. The seniors are getting ready for spring internships.. The juniors will be
going on a field trip later this week to tour the McLeod medical facilities.

Seniors working on first aid certification.

Pre Med students on 12-12-12 at 12:12pm
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FAST FACTS
843-903-8460

843-903-8461 (fax)

http://aast.horrycountyschools.net

Contact information if you have questions about…
Attendance - Ms. Grant cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
Base school information - check base school websites
Bus issues - Mr. Powers jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
Cafeteria/lunches - Mr. Willard wwillard@horrycountyschools.net
Curriculum Issues (9th-12th) -Mrs. Pace dpace@horrycountyschools.net
Learning Strategies (STEM) – Mrs. Roach mroach@horrycountyschools.net
Dates/event information - AAST website
Discipline issues -Mr. Powers jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
District policies and procedures -Parent Handbook on Horry County Schools website
http://www.horrycountyschools.net
Emergency messages for students -main office 903-8460
Grade issues- contact teacher via email (first initial last name
@horrycountyschools.net)
Health or medical issues - Sherry O’Connor soconnor@horrycountyschools.net
IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) issues and scheduling—
wrandall@horrycountyschools.net (MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)
tpickett@horrycountyschools.net (SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)
Internships/Shadowing/Field Trips - Major teacher
On-line courses - Guidance
Parent Involvement Program - Ms. Jackson ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
Parking stickers - Mrs. Furr sfurr@horrycountyschools.net
Power Parent access - Ms. Grant cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
SAT/ACT coaching - Ms. Thompson kthompson002@horrycountyschools.net
Volunteering in the school - Ms. Jackson ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
If you have an address, phone number, email, or emergency contact change during the school year, please be sure to notify the
school office. It is extremely important that we have current information on your student in case there is an emergency.

Any other issues or specific concerns, please contact our principal,
Ms. Robin Jones rjones002@horrycountyschools.net

