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Announcements

Reminders

AAST Achieves Recognition

First day of school is August 20th

Based on 2014 High Schools That Work assessment
results, the Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology
will be recognized as a Platinum High Achievement
Award school at the 2014 HSTW Summer Staff
Development Conference at the Opryland Resort &
Convention Center in Nashville. AAST is one of only 15
high schools that will receive this award this year.

Picture Day

The HSTW Platinum High Achievement Award is the
highest achievement the SREB organization awards. This
award is given to schools that had 85 percent or more of
students meet one or more readiness goal; 85 percent or
more of students complete one or more parts of the
recommended curriculum; 85 percent or more of students
complete at least one recommended concentration;
achieve “high implementation” status; and have a
graduation rate of 85 percent or higher and/or meets
state AYP (on most recent state-reported data). Also,
winning schools had at least 50 students complete the
2014 HSTW Assessment (or at least 75 percent of the
senior class if it is fewer than 60 seniors), and the school
did not earn the HSTW Platinum High Achievement Award
in 2012.

Please remember to register with your base high school for
next school year. There is a $10 registration fee due at that
time.

SREB will recognize AAST on Wednesday, July 16, 2014,
during the opening general session of the conference.

 Your Parent/guardian must approve your selected text for
extra credit to be considered.

HSTW uses research-proven strategies to help states
transform their public high schools into places where all
students learn at high levels. The program is based on the
belief that most students can master complex academic
and technical concepts if schools create an environment
that encourages students to make the effort to succeed.
Member schools implement 10 Key Practices for changing
what is expected of students, what they are taught and
how they are taught.

 Extra credit assessments must be completed thoroughly
and accurately for extra credit to be awarded.

th

th

Senior pictures are scheduled for August 6 & 7
th
Underclassmen pictures are scheduled for August 25

Registration

AAST sells parking passes during the first few weeks of
school, and yearbooks are available for pre-purchase
starting in late fall. Please note that only base school
yearbooks and parking pass are available online during
registration.

Summer Reading
Receive Extra Credit in English class through HCS Summer
Reading Program.
 Read a book over the summer and complete the HCS High
School Summer Reading Assessments.

 Students may not complete the extra credit assessments
based on a book they have read previously.
 Copies of assessments can be found on the school’s
website.
 All assignments are due on September 5

th
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National Beta Club News…
Sora Lebowitz (President, Beta Club) presents a check for
$1557.40 (proceeds from the talent show/chicken bog dinner)
to help grant a local girl’s wish to go to Disney. Ms. Barbara
Graham, Make-A-Wish Foundation board member, was
presented the check.

Magna Award - pictured are Mr. Generette, Mr. Defeo and Mr. Garland after they accepted the Magna
Award. The Magna Award is given by the American School
Boards Association. The program recognizes national school
board's commitment to providing outstanding programs in
their school district. The application focused on our school
boards implementation of the STEM program at AAST.

AAST HTC Reel Kid

Rachel Ogg and her mother
(with Ms. Jones and Ms.
Bosselait) at the HTC Reel Kids
recognition luncheon held
May 5, 2014, at the Marina Inn
at Grande Dunes.

Congratulations, Bucky Sellers!!!
SC CATE Teacher of the Year

Bucky Sellers was named the South Carolina Department of Education’s Career and Technology Education
(CATE) Educator of the Year during the SC Education and Business Summit meeting in Greenville July 23,
2014. Pictured are Ben Hardee (HCSD CATE Director), Mr. Bucky Sellers, Ms. Robin Jones, and Mr. Jayson
Powers.

The Academy for the Arts, Science, & Technology Honor Society Inductions – May 20, 2014

RHO KAPPA National Social Studies Honor Society Induction

The Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology’s RHO KAPPA National Social Studies Honor Society inaugural
induction was held Tuesday, May 20, 2014. RHO KAPPA National Social Studies Honor Society is the only national
organization for high school juniors and seniors that recognizes excellence in the field of social studies. RHO KAPPA is
a program of the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) developed to encourage an interest in, understanding
of, and appreciation for the social studies. The charter inductees: Christopher Bokum; Trinity Brown; Kayla Carlisle;
Aaliyah Clarkson; Caroline Daly; Seth Frye; Veronica Gray; Conrad Hetzer; MacKenzie King; Joey Licaj; Shawn
Markarian; James Neely; Miguel Nillas; Andrew Nye; Aashka Pandya; Joshua Ray; Jordan Rockefeller; Jackson Scully;
Shea Thomas; Kirsten Warren; Averielle Williams; Rachel Young. Chapter Sponsor: Scott Simon

Shambala chapter of the National English Honor Society Induction

The Academy for the Arts, Science and Technology’s Shambala chapter of the National English Honor Society
(NEHS) inaugural induction was held Tuesday, May 20, 2014. The NEHS motto, “gelast sceal mid are,” is Old
English for: “duty goes with honor.” The motto represents one of the earliest forms of our language—it affirms
and celebrates an obligation to use one’s gifts in service to others. The word Shambala comes from a Sanskrit
word meaning “place of peace.” The charter inductees: Lauren Atkinson; Janet Berry; Trinity Brown; Zoe
Buffkin; Angel Carboni; Kayla Carlisle; Hailey Cassidy; Aaliyah Clarkson; Riley Clarkson; Caroline Daly; Destiny
DeJesus; Enzo Farrar; Alex Foster; McKenzie Forester; Seth Frye; Dominick Gabriele; Veronica Gray; Conrad
Hetzer; Megan Hollembaek; Breanna Huff; Kristin Johnson; Joey Licaj; Brandon Lynch; Mattie MacDonald; Shaun
Markarian; Jaime McVeigh; Catherine Meeks; James Neely; Gabrielle Oullette; Aashka Pandya; William Panos;
Joshua Ray; Sarah Razook; Anna-Marie Riley; Kerry Robinson; Jordan Rockefeller; Kyeonna Singletary; Virginia
Skipper; Elizabeth Snyder-Mounts; Madeline Taylor; Shea Thomas; Kirsten Warren: Hope Wegner; Andrew Wert;
Austin van den Wijngaard; Averielle Williams; Emily Wunder; Rachel Young. Lead Advisor, Shambala chapter:
Chet Ligon

Advanced Art
Winners – Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. Chapin Art Museum’s Horry-Georgetown County
High Schools 13th Annual Juried Art Exhibition
Victoria Locklear – Best in Show for her Folk Art inspired piece, The Babel

Caroline Silverman - First Place – Two-Dimensional Works

Thomas Hickman – 2nd Place – Two-Dimensional Works

Anna-Maria Riley – 3rd Place – Two
Dimensional Works

Honorable Mentions – Two Dimensional

Erin Ryan

Catherine Meeks

Honorable Mentions – Three-Dimensional

Tori Prough
and
Daniel Pieterse

Junior Art students desk project
The Juniors in the Advanced Art Program participated in a joint 3-D art project with Coastal Carolina
University’s art department. The “Desk Project” allowed students to collaborate on theming/designing
salvaged school desks to transform them into works of art. The desks were collected from neighboring school
districts who had planned to discard them. Below are pictures of a few of desks which were designed to pay
homage to famous children’s books, artists, poems/poets, musicians, and children’s films. The desk project will
continue into the first semester of the 2014-15 school year. A joint exhibition of AAST’s and CCU’s desks is
planned for the Fall of 2014.

Advanced Arts Majors – Community Service Project - Myrtle Beach Downtown Redevelopment Corporation
(DRC) and the City of Myrtle Beach – Lauren Clever – Executive Assistant
“I want to propose an idea to you and
your students, specifically your art
students, and see if there would be any
interest in helping us add art to a few
areas that are in need of some “TLC.” If I
were to define the term art for this
project, we are looking for simple, fun,
funky, colorful designs that would be
fairly large, as you will learn the location
of this art will be displayed in storefronts.
We have a handful of storefronts that
are currently vacant and are in areas
that have a lot of foot traffic as well as
vehicular traffic. Most of these
storefronts are for sale and/or for lease
and we are wanting to add some art to these windows with the hopes of making the property more attractive,
noticeable in a positive way and as a final goal, allow someone to see its potential and ultimately invest. In
short, we want to add art to the windows to pretty up some of our areas downtown.”
Lauren Clever – Myrtle Beach Downtown
Redevelopment Corporation, Executive Assistant

Digital Communications
Winner in the "You Can Make a Difference" Poster Contest
Christian Elia, a junior, won the second prize of $500.
Christian's aunt and uncle adopted the boy on the left and his
older biological brother, who is on the far left. The boy on
the right is their biological child. Christian took this picture as
they were all leaving the airport because the two young ones
were instant friends.

Technology Student Association (TSA) – Competition Winners
Sponsors: Tracy Johnson, Cathy DeSimone, and BJ Scott
First Place – Digital Video and First Place
On-Demand Video
Ashley DeLuca
Ben Giddens
Casey Jenkins
Savannah Williams
Jack Foster

2nd Place Digital Video and 3rd Place On-Demand Video – Brent Bindewald – Logan Walker – Chris Bokum –
Lily Gano

1st Place – Photographic Technology
– Jessica Cranney

Other winners – 2nd Place Biotechnology Design – Aashka Pandya – Aaliyah Clarkson – Noel Clarkson
3rd Place Pre-Prepared Presentation – MyKah Frazier

Brandon Lynch was elected SC TSA Treasurer, and he will be running for National Treasurer in June. First
place winners will go to Washington, DC, in June to compete in the TSA National Competition.

Pre-Engineering
Robotics Team - FIRST Robotics Competition
In February 2014, AAST’s “Aluminum Assault” team #1287 participated in the Palmetto Regional FIRST
Robotics Competition. Just as in athletic competitions, FIRST teams are able to compete in several regional
tournaments. On the weekend of March 15, 2014, the team travelled to NC to participate in the NC FIRST
Robotics Competition where they achieved a first place alliance team win. After raising $25,000 with the help
of the community and business leaders, the team traveled to St. Louis, Missouri on April 22 – 26 to participate
in the FIRST Robotics National Competition.

Pre-Med Major

On April 10th, the Pre-Med major held
the 2nd Annual Angel Pageant recognizing Special Talent & Special
Beauty of Special People!

Teddy Bear Clinic
Pre-Med

What is our purpose?
The purpose of our Teddy
Bear Clinic (TBC) is to get
elementary school students
to come to our school, the
Academy, and to learn
about the purpose of a
doctor’s office. A TBC is
designed to lessen a child’s
fears of going to a doctor’s
office or a hospital. In our
TBC, we taught the children
about the human body with
some fun activities! Along
with our TBC, we provided
fun and informative safety
activities, such as fire
safety, gun safety, car
safety, and stranger
danger!

HCS Tech Fair Winners:
1st Place Non-Animated Graphic Design – Savannah Martin
2nd Place Non-Animated Graphic Design – Dylan Thompson
1st Place PDL Video – Jake Little, Sora Lebowitz, Carleigh Westraad, Bailey Endres
2nd Place PDL Video – Matthew Daniel, Marshall Broaddus, Alyssa Gore, David Graham, and Christopher Bokum
1st Place Multimedia/Video Editing – Matthew Daniel
3rd Place Programming - Bailey Johnson; Luis Baez; Jackson Huntley
1st Place Creative/Other Category – Dangerous Animal Identifier – APP
Killian Bucci
Joe Gross
Tim Ray

Kayla Johnson

Academics
Erica Markunas – Awarded TangerKids Grant
$1800 for balance ball chairs
Aside from being good for the body,
numerous studies over the past decade have
shown that exercising while learning also
enhances the memory and students' test
scores. According to Dr. Ratey, exercise
improves learning in three ways: it improves
alertness, attention, and motivation; it helps

nerve cells to bind to one another, which is the cellular basis for learning new information; and it boosts the
development of new nerve cells from stem cells in the hippocampus, the area of the brain related to memory
and learning (n.d.). Exercise can benefit all students, but in particular, it can really help students with Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Exercise elevates the neurotransmitters (glutamate and amino butyric
acid) in the brain which help to regulate learning (Ratey, n.d.). These neurotransmitters facilitate learning and
also "lower the noise in the brain" that detracts from learning (Ratey, n.d.). With the TangerKids grant, I am
purchasing for my classroom a set (25) of exercise ball chairs, which will allow my high school students (who
are learning Spanish) to exercise their core abdominal muscles while learning. While the exercise balls can
help facilitate learning for all students, in particular, I believe they will really aid in helping students with ADHD
(who often times need to move around to facilitate learning) focus on what is being taught. Getting any
exercise throughout the day is especially important for high school students as they may go the entire
semester or even an academic year without a physical education class.
Reference:
Ratey, J. (n.d.). Retrieved from
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/7972.html

Marine Science – Don Poland (Rebecca Carter) – Introduction to Rookery Bay NERR

“The Rookery Bay is located at
the northern end of the Ten
Thousand Islands on the gulf
coast of Florida. Rookery Bay
National Estuarine Research
Reserve (NERR) is a prime
example of a nearly pristine
subtropical mangrove forested
estuary. The region is known
for its commerically valuable
fishes and shellfish, including
mullets, blue crabs and stone
crabs.”
Source: Estuary Education
Curriculum
Marine Science students
worked with Digital
Communication students to create the posters below after their study on the Rookery Bay. Check out other
posters that are displayed in the cafeteria.

Dragon
Boat
Races
Ground
Zero

“The Lion” Winner of AAST Side walk Chalk Art
Contest.

Congratulations to Mr. Willie Ferguson
AAST - Support Staff member of the Year!

Administrative Support Staff
Recognition Lunch
The AAST office staff celebrated School
Administrative Professionals Day.
Pictured below are Ms. Jones and the
front office staff at lunch on April 20,
2014. Teachers and other staff covered
the front office duties while Ms. Jones
took them to lunch.

April 1st - 4th was National Assistant Principal’s Week
AAST celebrated our assistant principal Mr. Jayson Powers
with handwritten notes (post it notes all over his office), banner in cafeteria, cake, balloons, and a display on
our marquee.

Mrs. Debby Pace has retired after 35 years. We will miss you and wish you all the best!

AAST is pleased to welcome our new Curriculum Specialist Ms. Leronica Grate.
Ms. Grate is a native of Loris, South Carolina. She joins us from our sister academy, ATA, where she served as
a lead teacher and the English department chair. She comes to AAST with 15 years of experience as a teacher
and school leader. She holds a BA degree in English education from Coastal Carolina University, M.Ed. in
Curriculum and Instruction from Lesley University, and M.Ed. in Educational Administration from Grand
Canyon University. She is an avid reader who enjoys spending time with her family and friends. Leronica is
very excited to join the AAST family, and she looks forward to working with students and staff to continue the
outstanding Academy tradition of academic excellence.

AAST Prom Pictures

Senior Day Pictures

Have a Great Summer

Have a Great Summer!!!!

Fast Facts
(843) 903-8460 (843)903-8461 (fax)
http://aast.horrycountyschools.net
Contact information if you have questions about…

















Attendance - Ms. Grant cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
Base school information - check base school websites
Bus issues - Mr. Powers jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
Cafeteria/lunches - Mr. Willard wwillard@horrycountyschools.net
Curriculum Issues (9th-12th) -Mrs. Grate lgrate@horrycountyschools.net
Learning Strategies (STEM) – Mrs. Roach mroach@horrycountyschools.net
Dates/event information - AAST website
Discipline issues -Mr. Powers jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
District policies and procedures -Parent Handbook on Horry County Schools website
http://www.horrycountyschools.net
Emergency messages for students -main office 903-8460
Grade issues- contact teacher via email (first initial last name @horrycountyschools.net)
Health or medical issues - Sherry O’Connor soconnor@horrycountyschools.net
HC Police – L/Cpl. Cricket Barnes – cbarnes@horrycountyschools.net
IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) issues and scheduling—
wrandall@horrycountyschools.net (MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)
pbosselait@horrycountyschools.net (SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)









Internships/Shadowing/Field Trips - Major teacher
On-line courses - Guidance
Parent Involvement Program - Ms. Jackson ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
Parking stickers - Mrs. Furr sfurr@horrycountyschools.net
Power Parent access - Ms. Grant cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
SAT/ACT coaching - Ms. Thompson kthompson002@horrycountyschools.net
Volunteering in the school - Ms. Jackson ljackson@horrycountyschools.net

If you have an address, phone number, email, or emergency contact change during the school year, please be sure to
notify the school office. It is extremely important that we have current information on your student in case there is
an emergency.
Any other issues or specific concerns, please contact our principal,
Ms. Robin Jones rjones002@horrycountyschools.net

Horry County Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, disability, immigrant status, English-speaking status, or any
other characteristic protected by applicable federal or S.C. law in its programs or activities.

