Upcoming Events
April 4
Dual Enrollment @ 6pm

April 6-10
Senior Trip
April 7
ACT Workshop
April 13
HCS Tech Fair
April 14-16
Rainbow Fish, Jr.
April 19
State ACT Testing
April 22
Spring Formal—7pm @
House of Blues
April 25
Angel Pageant @ 6pm
Cate Advisory Spring
Meeting @5:30-7pm
April 27-28
STEM Certification
Visit
April 29
Sidewalk Art
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2016 FIRST Robotics Competition

Congratulations to all the members of AAST’s Aluminum Assault FIRST Robotics team
#1287 . This group of students demonstrated a gracious and competitive demeanor as
they represented AAST and Horry County Schools in the FIRST Robotics Palmetto Regional
Competition held in Myrtle Beach the weekend of February 26th. AAST students competed
in the competition, served as volunteers at the competition, and helped to change the
obstacles on the robotics playing field. AAST’s students were everywhere! Thanks so much
to Mr. Sellers and Mr. Billingsley for all of their hard work over the six-week period leading
up to the competition. Without their commitment as sponsors, as well as the commitment
of our community mentors, our students could not benefit from this STEM-Rich
experience. A congratulations to AAST’s own Mindi Penn for her work in calling the
robotics games as they happened.

15-16
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TSA State Conference

AAST News

The mission of the national Technical Student Association, a non-profit national student organization, is to
prepare members for the challenges of a dynamic world by promoting technological literacy, leadership and
problem-solving, resulting in personal growth and opportunity. The demand for technological expertise is
escalating in American industry, and TSA chapters around the country aim to better prepare students to
meet the needs of the U.S. economy. Students who are members of local TSA chapters get experience in
applying STEM concepts through co-curricular programs and competitions at both the state and national
levels. TSA is the only student organization dedicated exclusively to students enrolled in technology
education classes grades k-12; it is also recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, many state
agencies, the National Association of Secondary School Principals, the International Technology Education
Association, and the National Coordinating Council of Career and Technical Student Organizations. This
year’s South Carolina TSA Convention was held at AAST on March 18-19. Middle and high school students
from around the state came to AAST to compete in various events. Approximately 350 middle and high
school students from around the state visited AAST to compete in the areas of STEM career prep,
technology design innovation, and leadership. Leaders in technology, community members with expertise
in the various competition areas, and educators from various schools were involved as judges in the events
scheduled Friday and Saturday. Congratulations to all of the winners!

Women in Technology Luncheon
Women in Technology (WIT) is an initiative made possible
through the Grand Strand Technology Council, and this
organization provides networking, mentoring, and
professional development opportunities among women
working in tech on the Grand Strand. These women also
serve as role models for students in STEM. Blake Vaught, the
AAST Computer Science teacher, and a group of students
from the school attended a luncheon for WIT on March 10,
2016. Thanks to Grand Strand Technology Council for
supporting our STEM students and encouraging young
women to pursue their STEM dreams!
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AAST Student Wins State Contest

Ms. Cathy DeSimone and the students in the Digital
Communications Major worked with the SC Human
Affairs Commission to design logos for the “End
Racism Day” event that is held every year on the
21st of March. This event has been held annually in
SC since 1966. Angel Carboni, a Pre-Medicine student in Ms. DeSimone’s Web Design class,
created the winning design for this year’s
event! Congratulations to Angel and Ms. DeSimone
for helping South Carolina work towards a
prejudice-free future for all citizens!

National Merit Finalist
Brandon Lynch, a senior at AAST, has been named a
National Merit Finalist and is also one of 6 Horry County
Schools’ students named as a candidate for the 2016 U.S.
Presidential Scholars Program. Each year, the White House
Commission on Presidential Scholars selects honored
scholars based on their academic success, artistic
excellence, essays, school evaluations and transcripts, as
well as evidence of community service, leadership, and
demonstrated commitment to high ideals. Scholars receive
an expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June and the
U.S. Presidential Scholars medallion at a ceremony
sponsored by the White House in commemoration of their
achievements. During their visit to Washington, Scholars
have access to important national and international figures,
including government officials, educators, authors,
musicians, scientists and other accomplished people.
Scholars are provided opportunities to: wrestle with issues
that concern America and the world; attend recitals,
receptions and ceremonies held in their honor; and visit
area museums and monuments.
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10th Grade Field Trip
As part of its 100-year anniversary celebration, Boeing SC sponsored the Above and Beyond exhibit at the Gaillard Center in
Charleston, SC. All 10th grade students at AAST were given the opportunity to visit this exciting and interactive exhibit on
March 2nd. This 5,000 square- foot traveling aerospace exhibition features: immersive simulation, interactive design
challenges, iconic historical touchstones, visionary concepts for the future, and inspiring stories from game-changing
innovators, past and present. Students could design and test-fly their own supersonic jets, pilot a drone into the eye of a
hurricane to measure the forces of nature, and spread their wings to experience flight as a bird or a futuristic wing-flapping
aircraft. Thanks to Ms. Robin Jones and the science teachers at
AAST for assisting AAST student’s in experiencing such an
awesome display of STEM Literacy at its finest!

Boeing Trip
Computer Science and Pre-Engineering students had the
opportunity to visit the Above and Beyond Exhibit on March
9th. These students also participated in the Boeing
DreamLearners Tour that is exclusively reserved for students in
the state of South Carolina. These students were given an
informative presentation by Mr. Frank Hatten, who is in charge
of Education Relations for Boeing SC. AAST students were also
given the opportunity to participate in an engineering activity in
which they created and designed their own paper
airplane. Teams of students consisted of Finance Officers,
Engineers, Mechanics, Materials Managers, and Test Pilots. The
culminating activity was a competition to see which paper
airplane flew the farthest. Students were also given the chance
to participate in a Question & Answer session with young
professionals who work for Boeing SC. Thanks so much to
Boeing SC and its employees for the opportunity to see STEM
careers up close and personally!

AAST News
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Polar Plunge 2016

This was the 4th year that AAST had a team for the SC Special Olympics “Freezin for a Reason” Polar Plunge. The team name is
#koipride. This year AAST’s Science National Honor Society had the
wonderful idea to hold a bake sale at the PP location. After getting
permission, students did such a great job that the Polar Plunge Committee wants them to continue heading up the Bake Sale for future
Polar Plunges. SNHS raised approximately $400 that went directly to
the SC Special Olympics. The AAST’s team #koipride is sponsored by
the National Honor Society. There were over 30 volunteers during
the fundraising process and on the actual plunge day to help team
#koipride do their best. For the third year, Mr. Powers, along with
Mr. Easler, got together and designed an awesome sand sculpture
on the beach. It received lots of compliments and many pictures
taken. There were over 100 volunteers, family & friends and
PLUNGERS out at Sand’s Ocean Club on Saturday Jan 30 2016.
AAST’s team reached our goal of $3,000 with a grand total of
$3,200. (Not including the Bake Sale totals). The day was beautiful,
the water was “cool” and the 2016 Polar Plunge was a success!

The sculpture and its creators. The art
represents a plunger coming out of the water.
Is that you Mr. Vaught?
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Beta Talent Show

On Tuesday, March 8th the Beta Club held its
annual talent show Taking home first place (left)
was Amanda Miele for singing an original song.
Second place went to Jaida Lankford with a performance of Gimme Gimme from the musical
Thoroughly Modern Millie. Third place went to
Destiny Patrick with her impressive tap dancing
act. There were many other interesting acts including dancing, singing, bands, and even synchronized swimming...on stage! All of this was
done to help the Make-A-Wish foundation. In
total they raised $859! Congratulations to all of
the talented students here at AAST!
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Burroughs and Chapin Art Show

2016 marks the 15th anniversary of this annual two-county wide juried high
school exhibition, which provides area students an opportunity to submit
their works to professional jurors for possible exhibition in the Art Museum and also
fosters several goals. These goals are: to promote high school student art locally; to
promote self-esteem among area students; to demonstrate to students one way
artists earn money through their art; to promote professionalism in student artists
and to promote the Art Museum within the schools and communities. AAST is proud
to have 24 students selected into this art show: Jadyn Bell,
Jacqueline Brown, Chapel Hedrick, Tim Hunter, Jared Leighty,
Isaac Nguyen, Kena Patel, Caitey Ronan, Candace Hiley, Brittany
Jones, Kira Knoop, Nicole Lawson, Jordan Lucina, Cheyenne
Merlino, Savannah Nguyen, Joseph Pruett, Dulin Thayer, Quincey
Vereen, Zoe Williams, Noel Clarkson, Christian Pyle, Glenn
Courtney, Katherine Hollingsworth, and Aleczandria Klaasmeyer. Work by these and other high school students will be on
display at the Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. Chapin Art
Museum located at 3100 S. Ocean Blvd, Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina 29577. Thanks to Mr. Richard Spivey and Ms. Jamie
Franklin for their untiring efforts to promote and display the
artwork of AAST students!
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Beta Convention
Congratulations to the following Beta Club members for their
wins at the 78th Annual Senior Beta Convention: Brandon
Lynch, 1st place Math Division II; Blake Parker, 1st place
Science Division II; Brandi Gartner, 2nd place Math Division
I. AAST is proud of the tremendous participation in its Beta
Club and the focus on developing students’ character,
service, and leadership qualities to help improve schools,
communities, states, and the nation as a whole. AAST’s Beta
Club also sponsored the school’s Talent Show on March 8th
as well as a staff jeans day to earn $859 towards the Make-AWish Foundation. Thank you to Ms. Martin and Ms. Weaver
for their efforts to sponsor an active and thriving Beta Club at
AAST!

Palmetto Gold
The Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology is proud to announce that it is a
recipient of the Palmetto Gold Award for the 2014/2015 academic school year! The
Awards program is designed to recognize and reward schools for attaining high levels of absolute performance, for attaining high rates of growth, and for
making substantial progress in closing the achievement gap between different
student populations. Congratulations to all of the teachers and students who have
made this award a reality for AAST!

Carolina Blends Visits AAST
Through a partnership created with Horry County School District,
Florida Virtual School, Ed Elements, Discovery Education, and Achieve
3000, Carolina Blends offers participants the opportunity to share,
learn, and discuss the successes and challenges of implementing
blended, online, and 1:1 learning options in their own schools. Horry
County leaders brought participants to 4 local schools: AAST, Myrtle
Beach High, North Myrtle Beach High, North Myrtle Beach Middle,
and Whittemore Park Middle. AAST administration took the group
on tours of teachers' classrooms to see how Blended Learning looks
at this school and answered questions that individuals had about the
implementation process that this school is using on its journey towards personalized learning. Thanks to all of the staff at AAST for
making this experience meaningful for the participating educators
from around the country!
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AAST Requests Your Donations
Parents or friends can make donations to
AAST at www.MyPaymentsPlus.com.
Parents are able to donate by identifying
their students. The general public can
also make donations as “guests” to
support school initiatives using this online
method. All donations are tax deductible
and donors will receive a receipt.
Currently AAST is raising funds to pay for
our new school sign and to purchase new
lighting panels for our production studio.
Our goal is to raise $5,000 by April 15,
2016.

ACT Testing
AAST Juniors and their parents are reminded that the ACT Assessment will be administered at on April 19, 2016.
This is a free ACT test administration and will take place during the school day at the Academy for the Arts,
Science, and Technology. All eligible students are expected to participate. The ACT is an entrance exam used by
most colleges and universities to make admissions decisions. The idea behind the ACT test is to provide colleges
with one common criterion that can be used to compare all applicants. The weight placed on ACT scores varies
from school to school. Other important factors that colleges and universities consider in their admissions
decisions are a student’s high school GPA, academic transcripts, letters of recommendation, interviews and
personal essays. For more specific information on the importance of ACT scores at the schools in which students
are interested, parents and students should contact the admissions offices at particular colleges and
universities. Junior students and their parents may contact the Guidance Office at AAST or Mrs. Mariah Reiss at
AAST (mreiss@horrycountyschools.net) if they have questions concerning the April 19th ACT test
administration.
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Media Center Information

Entertainment Technology student Eve Thompson took second place and a $75 prize at the South
Carolina Association of School Librarians Conference for her book trailer. Each entry had to be
based on a SC Young Adult Book Award winner and Eve chose the popular book “The 5th Wave.”
Good job!

Guidance Information
PACE/Dual Enrollment Program Meeting
April 4, 2016
6:00 PM
There will be a PACE/ Dual Enrollment meeting for
students interested in taking PACE/Dual Enrollment
Courses through HGTC for the first time. Students
and parents/guardians should plan to meet in the
Community Room on April 4th, at 6:00 pm in the
Community Room to receive information about
registration and course offerings. Representatives
from HGTC will be here to answer questions about
the program.

Course Requests
for the 16-17 School Year
The AAST is excited to offer a new way for you and
your students to make next year’s course requests! We are asking that all 9-11th grade students
use the scheduling site “Class Choice” to request
courses for the 2016-17 school year, based on discussions with their counselor in IGP meetings. Please access the school’s website for information on how to
complete this process at
www.aast.horrycountyschools.net.
Deadline is April 4, 2016.

Please speak with your guidance counselor if you
have any questions.
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AAST Preparing for National STEM Review
As a STEM school, AAST seeks to prepare its students for the careers of tomorrow’s economy by instilling and nurturing
excitement for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. In order to better determine its success in STEM
education, AAST is participating in the AdvancED’s STEM Certification process. By undertaking this task, the administration
of AAST will receive a research-based framework and criteria for its awareness, continuous improvement and assessment of
the quality, rigor, and substance of its STEM educational programs (www.AdvancED.org). This reflective process involves
school administration, teachers, parents, and students and will help AAST to continually assess and improve in order to
meet the needs and demands of the economy and job market of today as well as the future.

National History Day
National History Day is a program that serves as a vehicle to teach
students the importance of literacy skills and to engage them in the
use and understanding of local history. It also serves to challenge
students to expand their thinking and apply knowledge of local
events to the national, or even worldwide scene. The program also
teaches students to become technologically and STEM literate
through the use of computer and Internet research methods and the
use of technologically advanced applications in their presentations.
On March 10th, at Coastal Carolina University for the NHD region
competition, seventeen students from AAST created historical projects through exhibits, papers, websites, and documentaries. During
their presentation time, the students were asked a series of
questions about their project and its significance to the topic or
theme of Exploration, Encounter, and Exchange. At day’s end, six of
the students earned the privilege of having their projects advance to
the state competition. Each student will be able to edit his/her project moving forward in the hopes that it will be awarded one of the
top three in the respective categories. Participating AAST students
include the following: Jacki Brown, Nick Brittain, Scarlett Clemons,
Tate Kirn, Cassie Karn, Bailey Johnson, Nick Mikell, Taylor Anderson,
Justin Martin, Jocelyn Alcazar, Ashley Palmer, Andrew Weber, Peyton
Dayvault, Nicolette Nito, Curtiss Pellegrino, Hailey Smith, and Branda
Dease. Winners are: Nick Brittain for Historical Paper entitled “The
Roman Empire and Great Britain”; Jocelyn Alcazar and Ashley Palmer
for Group Exhibit entitled “European and Native Disease Exchange”;
Nicolette Nito and Curtiss Pellegrino for Group
Exhibit entitled “ Two Worlds Divided”; and
Scarlett Clemons for Individual Exhibit entitled
“Encountering Electricity: War of the
Currents.” Thanks to Mr. Decerbo for enabling
students to participate and excel in this
competition!
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Pre-Med
HOSA is a student-led organization of future health professionals, and is one of 10 national career and
technical student organizations endorsed by the U.S. Department of Education. This organization is
considered to be an integral component of Health Science Education in that it develops future leaders for
the healthcare delivery system. HOSA is focused completely on healthcare. Its mission is to enhance the
delivery of compassionate, quality healthcare by providing opportunities for knowledge, skill and
leadership development for all healthcare education students, therefore, helping students to meet the
needs of the healthcare community.
This year the State HOSA conference was held in North Charleston and hosted 1725 competitors. Winners
from AAST include: Krystina Michalos - 1st place, Transcultural Healthcare; Tate Kirven - 2nd place, Medical Spelling; Taylor Anderson - 3rd place, Medical Spelling; Keala Kawakami - 3rd place, Medical Terminology; Victoria VanMoppes - 3rd place, Behavioral Health; Kinnon Westraad, Deor Mayan, Garrick Smith, and
Jacob Turner took 3rd place in the HOSA Bowl. Thanks to all of AAST’s hardworking HOSA members and
their sponsors, Mrs. Kathy Johnson, Mrs. Dana McCallum, and Mrs. Angela Ives!

On March 22nd, the Pre-Med students hosted another
American Red Cross Blood Drive. Thanks to all of the students
and staff who donated blood!
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Greenwood Genetics Lab Visit
On February 16, the Genetics Mobile lab came for its annual visit
to AAST. The students in both Mrs. Gilbert's and Mrs. Ford’s
Honors Biology I and AP Biology classes participated in this educational experience. Participants completed "The Mystery of the
Crooked Cell" laboratory activity. In this particular lab, students
used Gel Electrophoresis to determine if three patients did or did
not have sickle cell disease. Both instructors were thrilled to offer
their students the opportunity to further expand their
knowledge of DNA as the code of life. Conducting this laboratory
activity also conveyed the principles of inheritance and genetic
variation. Thanks to Greenwood Genetics for assisting our teachers in providing unique lab experiences for AAST students!

Grand Strand Leadership Council Meeting
Ms. Jones addressed the
Leadership Grand Strand group at the
meeting held on March 3rd at AAST.
Students from the school also attended
this meeting and answered
questions posed by those in attendance.
The meeting also included a tour of
AAST in which business leaders visited
academic and major classrooms to see
the current work in progress. Thank you GSLC for
your continued support of Horry County students
and its future business leaders.

Science National Honor Society Plant Sale
Parents can begin buying plants on April 4th after students return from spring break. However, the main
plant sale will take place on Saturday, April 16th from
10-2. All money raised will go towards civic work in
the community done by the SNHS, as well as possible
future scholarships. Happy planting!
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Youth Leadership Academy
For the ninth year the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of
Commerce, along with the Jefferson Awards
Foundation and Leadership Grand Strand, held the
annual Youth Leadership Academy on March 7 from
8:30 am-2 pm at Coastal Carolina University. Students
participated in hands on activities to help them build
their leadership, communication, and teamwork
skills. This year’s theme was focused on uniting as
leaders in homes, schools, and communities. This
year’s student leaders consisted of the following
students: Brandon Lynch, Keith Stanley, Eva Vandross,
Madison LaSala, Kaitlyn Nillas, Luke Rankin, Blake
Parker, Kena Patel, Cassidy Hunt, Lana Gore, Emily
Wunder, Kashawn McCoy, Mattie McDonald, Gabbie
Ouellette.

Students in Action
Launched in 2006 by the Jefferson Awards Foundation and
Deloitte, Students In Action develops high school students into
community leaders. Currently active in 300 high schools in
communities across the U.S., the program encourages students to
positively impact their schools, communities and world. It also
leverages its network of Media Partners, corporations, universities,
local governments and non-profits to reach and promote the work
of SIA schools and student leaders. AAST’s group of student
leaders participated in the Students In Action competition in
addition to attending the Youth Leadership Academy. The civic
work that AAST students highlighted consisted of the following: a
holiday Food Drive, a Teddy-Bear Clinic hosted by Pre-Medicine,
and a Voter Registration Drive held at the school in preparation for
this year’s elections. Their hard work and dedication earned AAST
a Gold Award in the Students In Action competition and has
qualified them to compete at the state level later this year! If AAST
progresses in this Jefferson Award at the regional level, it will qualify them to attend a national conference in Washington, DC this
summer. Congratulations and good luck to these students and
their sponsor, Ms. Grate, for all of their hard work and effort toward improving AAST and its surrounding communities!
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Clubs and Organizations
AFC –Every Tuesday at 7:30am/Community Rm
Anime – Every other Tuesday after school/Rm 401
Dance Club – Every other Tuesday (next meeting is 10/6/15)/ Dance Rm
Robotics – IN BUILD SEASON /Rm 424
SAT/ACT Prep – Every Tuesday afterschool /Rm 508
Science National Honor Society – 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month/Rm 602

2015-16
School Improvement Council
SIC meetings were held on October 8,
November 19, and January 21. The next
meeting is scheduled for February 11 @
5pm.
The 2015-16 Officers include:

TSA – Every other Tuesday afterschool in the Community Room
Chess Club – Every Wednesday at 3pm/Rm 407
Interact Club – Last Wednesday of month at 2:55pm/Rm 604
National English Honor Society – 2nd Wednesday of every month/Rm 509
National Honor Society – 1st Wednesday of every month/Rm 422
Rubik’s Cube Club – Every Wednesday after school /Rm 603

Lori Hestad—Chairperson
Kim Carroll and Tonya Mueller—
Co-Chairs of the Parent
Involvement Group
Susan MacDonald—Secretary

Yearbook –Every Wednesday afterschool/Rm 408
BETA – 2nd Thursday of each month/Cafeteria
HOSA – 2nd Thursday of each month /Rm 423
Music Club – Thursday afterschool as announced / ET Rm
Rho Kappa National Honor Society -4th Thursday of every month/Rm 404
Student Council- 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month @ 2:55pm/Rm 508
Tree Huggers – Every Thursday afterschool/Rm 422
International Thespian Society—Once a month as announced.

Thank you to William and Noah Williams for lending us
their wonderful Jonathan Green display. It was available
to view in the media center for the month of February to
celebrate Black History Month!
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Phone: 843-903-8460

Fax: 843-903-8461

Website: http://aast.horrycountyschools.net























Attendance: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
Base school information: check base school websites
Bus issues: Mr. Powers, jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
Cafeteria/lunches: Mr. Willard, wwillard@horrycountyschools.net
Curriculum Issues (9th-12th): Ms. Grate, lgrate@horrycountyschools.net
STEM / 9th & 10th Grade Academic Issues: Mrs. Reiss, mreiss@horrycountyschools.net
Dates/Events information: http://aast.horrycountyschools.net
Discipline issues: Mr. Powers, jpowers@horrycountyschools.net
District policies and procedures: Parent Handbook on Horry County Schools website
http://www.horrycountyschools.net
Emergency messages for students: Main Office, 903-8460
Grade issues- contact teacher via email (first initial last name @horrycountyschools.net)
Health or medical issues: Terri Cooper, tcooper001@horrycountyschools.net
HC Police: L/Cpl. Cricket Barnes, cbarnes@horrycountyschools.net
IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) issues and scheduling:
wrandall@horrycountyschools.net (MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)
pbosselait@horrycountyschools.net (SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)
Internships/Shadowing/Field Trips: Major teacher
On-line courses: Guidance
Parent Involvement Program: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
Parking stickers: Mrs. Furr, sfurr@horrycountyschools.net
Power Parent access: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
SAT/ACT coaching: Ms. Burgess, mburgess@horrycountyschools.net or
Mr. McGinnis gmcginnis@horrycountyschools.net
Volunteering in the school: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net

If you have an address, phone number, email, or emergency contact change during the school year, please be sure to
notify the school office. It is extremely important that we have current information on your student in case there is an
emergency.
For general information questions, contact Jennie Moore at jmoore005@horrycountyschools.net.
Any other issues or specific concerns, please contact our principal,
Ms. Robin Jones rjones002@horrycountyschools.net; 843-903-8460
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