Upcoming Events
September 1st—Fall Open
House
September 5th—Student
Holiday (Labor Day)
September 9th—
Ed Op Day
September 10th—Theater
Yard Sale (7am –1pm)
September 13th—
Underclassmen Pictures
September 22nd—First School
Improvement Council Meeting
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Welcome Back!

September 24th—
Theater Car Wash
September 29th—Fall CATE
Advisory Meeting
October 3rd—Make-up
Pictures
October 4th—SNHS and Mu
Alpha Theta Inductions
October 6th—ACT Workshop
@ MBHS. Registration opens
9/5 and the cost is $35.
October 19th—PSAT
October 18th—National Honor
Society Inductions
October 21st—State Fair Field
Trip
October 24th-28th—Spirit
Week
October 24th—Powder Puff
Football Game

Students and faculty were excited to get the new school year started.

October 25th—Talent Show
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AAST is currently seeking
parents of ninth graders to
serve in three positions on our
School Improvement Council
(SIC). SIC’s are mandated by
law to exist in every public
school in South Carolina.
Voting for these positions will
at our next Open House and
through Freshman Seminar.
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Meet AAST’s Newest Teachers and Staff!
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Ms. Kelly Wilson, the Assistant Principal at the Academy for Arts, Science and Technology, is from Spartanburg, SC.
She received her B.A. in Secondary Education in Mathematics from Clemson University and earned her M. Ed. in
Educational Leadership from Coastal Carolina University. Before coming to AAST, Ms. Wilson served as
instructional coach for math and science at Forestbrook Middle School and Conway High School. She has ten years
of classroom teaching experience in high school mathematics. In addition to math classes, Ms. Wilson has taught
computer programming, student leadership, computer applications, and Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID). During her career as an educator, she coached varsity track and cross country, and served
as advisor to various student organizations including student council and AVID club. After her sixth year of
teaching, Ms. Wilson went to work for Companion Technologies, a medical software company. There she
worked in product development and design, product analysis, technical support, and served as chief trainer and
project manager overseeing medical information system installation. In 2009, she returned to her true calling as an
educator in Horry County Schools. Ms. Wilson lives in Myrtle Beach with her three children Ward, Adam, and Ava.

SCIENCE
My name is Madeline Hinckle. I
graduated from UNC Chapel Hill with
a degree in astrophysics, and was part
of the UNC-BEST (Baccalaureate
Education in Science Teaching)
program with a concentration in
physics education. While in the
program I received a first-place
innovative curriculum award. I’m a
science nerd and have been a team
member on a NASA project and, for
the past few years, worked at the
Morehead Planetarium at UNC as a
presenter! I’m excited to be at AAST!

SCIENCE

ENGLISH

My name is Scott Raypole. I am from Fort
Wayne Indiana and have taught high school
science for 14 years now. I graduated from
the University of Findlay in May of 2002 with
a Bachelor of Education in Science and
received my Masters of Educational
Leadership in May of 2008 From Indiana,
Purdue in Fort Wayne (IPFW). I have coached
wrestling for the past 20 years. My wife and I
have 3 sons, Logan 23, Kobe 18, and Cruz 6.

My name is Sadie Shuck. I recently received my
Bachelor's Degree in English Education from
Morningside College. As a college student, I
coached basketball and volleyball. I was
the recipient of the Margaret Coleman Crary
Excellence in Writing Award, I was nominated
and selected as the "Tanks of Thanks" winner
from the Cenex company, and I received the
Dr. B.G. Knepper Award in English. I moved from
Iowa to work here because I truly believe AAST
has a positive and advanced learning community
that cannot be matched.

LEARNING
STRATEGIES
My name is Karen Comfort. I
graduated from The College of
New Jersey with a Masters in
Education. I’ve taught in
multiple states including
Pennsylvania, Colorado, New
Jersey, North Carolina, and
now (saving the best for last)
South Carolina. I can’t wait to
get to know all of the students
and staff at AAST!

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
My name is Eileen Barbour.
I’m from Fayetteville, NC. I
have a BA in Physical
Education, and Masters’ in
Health Education and Physical
Education. I’ve taught PE in
many different types of schools
and at every level, including at
Campbell University and for
Fort Bragg military base. I’m
excited to be teaching at AAST!
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STUDENT PARKING
Parking has all been issued for
the 2016-17 school year.
Students are assigned specific
parking spaces and only
juniors and seniors are
allowed to drive and park at
AAST. Parents and students
should thoroughly read the
parking information located in
the student handbook. Thank
you for your cooperation.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEEDS YOU!

AAST News

Student council will be holding elections on September 2nd for the
following offices:


Class president and representatives for each grade level, 9-12.



Three representatives per grade level.

Ms. Thompson is the student council advisor this year, so any
questions can be directed to her.

Carolina Orthopaedics Partners with AAST and HCSD
As part of their community outreach focus and their interest in promoting medical
careers an important career option needed in our community, Carolina Orthopaedics
(CO) developed a summer Medical Mentoring program (MMP) for junior and senior
students in the Horry and Georgetown communities. They visited all high schools in
the spring to share about this program. Students were selected based on their
expressed interest in pursuing a medical career, their academic merit, and
recommendation of school staff as part of their completed application process.
The program lasted 8 weeks; however, the selected students spent up to 18
hours. AAST pre-medicine students, Lukas Cederberg, Tate Kirven, Kayla Escobar,
Taylor Anderson, Makayla Cook and Teigan Mullins (not pictured) applied and were
accepted to this summer opportunity. These students were partnered with a variety
of professionals at the CO specialized facilities; Carolina Orthopaedics (several
locations), Carolina Coast Surgery Center, and ATI Physical Therapy locations.
Students interacted with medical professionals, observed operations, and even actual
observed surgeries in these fast-paced clinical and surgery settings.
Coincidentally Carolina Orthopaedics opened a new office very close to AAST this
summer. On July 14, 2016, as part of their grand opening event, AAST’s selected MMP
students, pre- medicine major teacher, Kathi Johnson, and Ms. Jones attended the
ribbon cutting ceremony. As part of this ceremony, CO graciously made a donation to
AAST’s pre-medicine program in the form of a clinical therapy table. This is the type of
table used in their medical offices. On August 25, the five AAST students who
completed the CO MMP were recognized in a MMP graduation party held at the OC
office in Murrells Inlet. Fifty students from Horry and Georgetown schools were
represented. Ms. Jones and pre-med major teacher Angela Ives attended this program
with these students and their parents. We encourage other students to apply to this
program next summer.
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Guidance
News and Notes

Educational Opportunity Day

AAST Guidance would like to invite
parents to join the AAST Guidance
Counseling Class in Google Class-

Educational Opportunity Day (Ed-Op)
will be held on September 9, 2016, at
Coastal Carolina University. Over 70
universities, colleges, and technical
room. The code to join is azecd4 .
Guidance is scheduling Senior Individ- schools will be on hand to speak with
students about admission requireualized Graduation Plan (IGP)
ments and available programs. Intermeetings. Please contact AAST to
schedule your meeting if you haven’t ested seniors should see Ms. Jackson
at the front desk for a permission slip.
already.
All sophomores and juniors will take
the PSAT test on October 19th. If
you have any questions, contact the
guidance counseling department.

Guidance Counselors
Ms. Bosselait—
(SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)
Ms. Randall—
(MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)

College Application Day
The South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education will sponsor College
Application Day at the AAST on October 14, 2016, from 8:30am—3:00pm
in the Media Center. Representatives
from various colleges will be on hand
to assist seniors with completing college applications. Parents are welcome to attend this event. Also,
some colleges will provide college
application fee waivers to students
who participate in the event. Visit
http://sccango.org/collegeapplication-month/ for more information.

Technology Student Association
This summer, AAST attended the national Technology Student Association (TSA) competition in Nashville, TN. AAST was recognized for chapter excellence and awarded a
plaque. They were accompanied by their sponsors Mr. Johnson, Mr. Scott, and Ms.
DeSimone. Other recognitions include:
1. Blake Parker, Brandon Lynch, Jaan Nandwani and Serita Sargent were recognized
with the TSA Gold award.
2. Brandon Lynch and Serita Sargent were recognized for Technology Honor Society.
3. Brandon Lynch placed sixth in Essays on Technology
4. Julianna Davis and Hinal Patel (both freshman) placed tenth in Manufacturing
Prototype
5. Kensey Klassmeyer was a semifinalist in Desktop Publishing and finished 11th.
6. Blake Parker was runner-up for National Secretary in a very close race. We were
just a few votes away from having a National Officer. He did a great job and made the
school proud.
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Recent Awards and Recognitions
On Friday, August 26, 2016,
Major David Repass of The
Salvation Army stopped by
to announce the AAST as
winner of the Silver Cans
Food Drive. The competition
was held last October
among high schools in Horry
County. Many AAST
students, parents, and
community members
donated food to help the
less fortunate in our area.
The food drive was organized by SRO, Officer Cricket
Congratulations to 2016 Pre-Med Graduate
Barnes. Members of Interact and the National Honor
Krystina Michalos on her amazing
Society helped collect and organize the food for
performance at the HOSA International
transport. Our contribution helped feed over 500 families Leadership Conference. Krystina won and
during Christmas and through the New Year.
was recognized for a $2000 national
This year’s food drive will begin in October. NHS will be
organizing it this year, under the guidance of Officer
Barnes. We look forward to bringing in more food to help
even more needy families. Way to show that koi pride,
AAST!

scholarship from HOSA. In addition to the
scholarship, Krystina placed 5th
internationally in the Transcultural Health
Care competition.

Adam Swanson, 2016 Theatre Major
graduate was awarded the “President’s
Volunteer Service Award which is part of
the Points of Light program. This
recognition was from his
commitment to volunteer service in our
community. Adam is pursuing a degree in
Technical Theater at CCU.

AAST 2015-16 Stats
AAST’s student population
has grown by 53 students
since last year!

AAST was named the 2016
Everything Grand Strand
Happening High School for this
year. Congratulations! Thanks to
everyone who voted for AAST!

AAST’s 2016 seniors
composite ACT scores are
up slightly from last year’s
23.3! The state’s
composite average score
was 18.5.
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Welcome Back!

Teachers welcome back
students. Let’s make this year
great!
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Welcome Back!

HAPPY RETIREMENT!

We want to acknowledge Mr. Robert “Bob” Gordon on
his Retirement. Late this summer Mr. Gordon made the
decision to retire from HCSD after 35 years of teaching
physical education, health, and driver education. He
also retires from 31 years of athletic coaching in South
Carolina and West Virginia. He served as a golf and
football coach for more than 31 years. Most recently,
while teaching at AAST, he also served as a junior
varsity football coach for Myrtle Beach High school. He
joined AAST 11 years ago as part of the CONNECT
program. We wish Mr. Gordon the very best as he
embarks on his new journey in retirement. He says he
looks forward to keeping up with his grandchildren and
traveling as much as possible.

7

Welcome Back Faculty!
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Nurse’s Notes
What sort of flu season is expected this
year?

What are symptoms of the flu:

It’s not possible to predict what the flu season will be like. The 2015-16 year had the
most reported cases of the flu in several
years. Flu is highly contagious and is usually spread by the coughs and sneezes of a
person who is infected. You can catch the
flu from an infected person by touching
something they have touched (shopping
cart, door handle). Adults are contagious
one day before getting symptoms and up to
7 days after becoming ill. This means you
can spread the virus before you even know
you are infected. If you have symptoms of
the flu, contact your doctor and stay home
to prevent spreading the virus. The CDC
states the flu vaccination is the best way to
prevent the flu.

Severe aches and pains in the joints and
muscles and around the eyes

High temperature

Generalized Weakness
Ill appearance with warm, flushed skin and
red, watery eyes
Dry Cough
Headache
Sore throat and discharge from your nose
Diarrhea or upset stomach

Attendance
Saturday School will be from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Attendance Make up - (this takes care of 1 day of absence)
Mr. Holder will be present to help with math.

College Days Procedure:
College Visits must be approved 3 days in advance and are for upper classmen only. Seniors receive 2 approved absences from
school to visit a college, and juniors receive 1 day.
1. Ask Ms. Grant (Attendance Office) for a College Visitation Form. Students will only receive a form if they have a 'C' or above in
every class and do not have attendance or discipline issues. If the student does not meet this criteria, they will have to visit the
college at another time or the absence will not be excused and student will be informed of such.
2. If the student MEETS all the criteria above, Ms. Grant will give them a form which then is signed by student, parent, guidance
and an administrator and must be turned in to the attendance office prior to the absence.
3. Students must return to school with a letter from the college admissions office to have the absence excused.
** If you visit a college without following this procedure, your absence will not be excused **
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Phone: 843-903-8460























Fax: 843-903-8461

Attendance: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
Base school information: check base school websites
Bus issues: Ms. Wilson, kwilson@horrycountyschools.net
Cafeteria/lunches: Mr. Willard, wwillard@horrycountyschools.net
Curriculum Issues (9th-12th): Ms. Reiss, mreiss@horrycountyschools.net
STEM / 9th & 10th Grade Academic Issues: Mrs. Ford, rford@horrycountyschools.net
Dates/event information: AAST website
Discipline issues: Ms. Wilson, kwilson@horrycountyschools.net
District policies and procedures: Parent Handbook on Horry County Schools website
http://www.horrycountyschools.net
Emergency messages for students: Main Office, 903-8460
Grade issues- contact teacher via email (first initial last name @horrycountyschools.net)
Health or medical issues: Terri Cooper, tcooper001@horrycountyschools.net
HC Police: L/Cpl. Cricket Barnes, cbarnes@horrycountyschools.net
IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) issues and scheduling:
wrandall@horrycountyschools.net (MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)
pbosselait@horrycountyschools.net (SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)
Internships/Shadowing/Field Trips: Major teacher
On-line courses: Guidance
Parent Involvement Program: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
Parking stickers: Mrs. Furr, sfurr@horrycountyschools.net
Power Parent access: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
SAT/ACT coaching: Ms. Burgess, mburgess@horrycountyschools.net or
Mr. McGinnis gmcginnis@horrycountyschools.net
Volunteering in the school: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net

If you have an address, phone number, email, or emergency contact change during the school year, please be sure to
notify the school office. It is extremely important that we have current information on your student in case there is an
emergency.
Any other issues or specific concerns, please contact our principal,
Ms. Robin Jones rjones002@horrycountyschools.net; 843-903-8460
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