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Feb. 23—Pre-coding for

AAST Wins

ACT test (Juniors)

App Challenge!

Feb. 28—ACT Testing for
Juniors
March 1 to 3—ESOL
ACCESS Testing
March 2—Leadership
Grand Strand @ AAST
March 6—Youth
Leadership Academy @
CCU
March 7—Make a Wish
Talent Show @ AAST
March 30—Student Council
Stud Muffin Fundraiser
March 31 to April 1—SC

TSA Convention @ AAST
Students, please contact the
attendance office if you plan
to have any absences.
Thanks!

Congratulations to a team of freshmen students out of Mrs. Penn’s class for winning Best
in State for South Carolina in the Verizon App Challenge! Team members included the
following: McKinley Matthews, Sydney Petiteau, Lauren Burgess, Nicklaus Mcllrath,
Rylan Pennington, Yianni Paraschos, and Gracen Kay. These students created an app
called CPR Buddy which was selected out of more than 1,800 concept submissions in the
state. As a Best in State team, these students won the following: $5,000 award for AAST
student learning experiences, a Verizon Ellipsis 10 tablet and case for each team
member, a t-shirt, backpack, bumper sticker, an individual award certificate, a
recognition plaque and banner for AAST, recognition on the Verizon Innovative Learning
App Challenge website. This team is also eligible to compete in the Best in Region, Best in
Nation, and Fan Favorite competitions. Although the team didn’t advance to the next
competition, competitions, we are still hopeful to win the Fan Favorite competition.
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Need AAST Apparel?
Student Council will be selling AAST shirts
from February 15-February 22 during lunch on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Students
and parents can purchase short sleeve t-shirts
($10), long sleeve t-shirts ($15), crew
sweatshirts ($20), and hoodies ($25) . Email
kthompson002@horrycountyschools.net for
more info.
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CS Leading Ladies

Kristina Matthews and Jenna Nesmith were
recognized by the National Center for Women &
Information Technology (NCWIT). Kristina is a
2017 South Carolina NCWIT Aspirations in
Computing Winner. Jenna was recognized with
an honorable mention. They were recognized in a ceremony Jan. 28
at Columbia College. Both women are active participants in the local
Grand Strand WIT, an initiative of the Grand Strand Technology
Council.

SC BETA Convention

The South Carolina Convention of the National BETA
Club was held in Myrtle Beach on Feb. 10-11, 2017.
AAST sent a delegation of students to participate in a
variety of leadership workshops and academic competitions. Jay Maxwell Davila won Runner Up in the Social
Studies Division I competition! Congratulations to Jay
for a job well done!

CyberSecurity Competition

For the first time, six students from the Computer Science major at AAST
competed in the United States Air Force Associations CyberPatriot
cybersecurity competition. Students were tasked with securing computers
with various operating systems, including Ubuntu, Windows, and Windows
Server. The goal was to analyze and protect each of these systems from
simulated attacks, using the knowledge gained about
each system in preparation for the competition. These
students came in 6th place overall after competing in
three individual rounds in South Carolina and other state
divisions. These students were thankful to have two
advisors aid in their preparations for the competition. These advisors were Mike Schroll, Chief Technical
Officer of DNSFilter, and Michael Siek, Technology Ambassador for the Grand
Strand Technology Council. A special thanks to SubProto, a local makerspace,
for use of their facility and advanced technology for the teams competition.

Poetry Out Loud

Poetry Out Loud (POL) is a national competition which encourages students
and provides a platform for students to learn about great poetry and refine
recitation skills through competitions. This program helps students master
public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about literary history
and contemporary life. AAST held its own school-wide POL competition on
December 6, 2016. Mr. Terry Filippo, the English Department Chairperson,
helped to facilitate this event, along with Mr. Layton and the theatre students
who helped prepare the venue for competition. This effort was supported by
teachers outside of the English department, including Ms. Griffin, Ms. Hinckle,
and Mr. Vaught who tabulated scores and documented the event. Kaitlyn
Nillas earned first place and in January, she represented AAST at the regional
qualifier held in Charleston. Madi Herron was the runner-up in the AAST
competition. Thanks to everyone who came out and supported the students
who participated in this event! We look forward to another spirited round of
POL competitions next year as well!
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Talent Show

AAST Talent Show winner Jaida Lankford
On November 21, 2016, AAST held its annual fall talent show, which was hosted by Miss
Kena Patel (Student Body President) and Mr. Kayshawn McCoy (Senior Class President). The event also supported the AAST can drive and attendees brought in 846 cans to
donate to the Horry County Chapter of The Salvation Army! The performing students
were not only talented but also professional beyond their age! Each performer displayed
maturity and grace while representing AAST at it's finest. It is always hard to separate
gold, and some of the scores were quite close. During tallying of the scores (which were
quadruple checked) the audience enjoyed two vocal solos given by faculty performers,
Pam Bosselait and Daniel Godfree. Last year's talent show winner, Amanda Meile, returned for an encore performance. Although all of the participating students are winners
for participating, the top three student performers were:
3rd Place - Kristina Matthews (Violin performance of “Crystallize”); 2nd Place - Lillian
Gann (Vocal performance of “Say You Love Me”); and 1st Place - Jaida Lankford (Vocal
performance of “Fly, Fly Away”). After the winners were announced, the audience called
for an encore, and Jaida performed a beautiful a cappella version of “The Wizard and
I.” Congratulations to all of our student performers!

Award Winning Theatre Production
The play, “Wiley and the Hairy Man,” was performed by the AAST Players at the school for public events on
November 17 and 18. The play was also performed during the All County Theatre Festival on Nov. 2, 2016,
where their performance received a Superior rating for Best Set Design, Best Sound Design, and Best
Ensemble. The play is derived from an old folk tale
and tells the story of a young man’s journey from
childhood into the realm of adulthood. Cast
members Chandler Moore, Conyers Harvin, and
Addison Bruno were also named to the All County
All Star Cast.
The play was again performed at the South Carolina
Theatre Association’s One Act Play competition on
Nov. 12, 2016, and received an award for Best
Costume. Addison Bruno and Chandler Moore were
recognized as All Star Cast members at the state
level as well. Thanks to all the AAST staff, students,
and parents for their continued support of the arts
at AAST! We are truly a STEAM-powered school!
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AAST STEM Recognition

On November 11, 2016, AAST received the official STEM Certification
Award at the South Carolina AdvancED conference held in Columbia,
SC. Ms. Robin Jones, AAST’s principal, Ms. Mariah Reiss,
Instructional Coach, and Mr. Edward Boyd, the Horry County School
District Chief Officer of Accountability were on hand to receive the
award. An Entertainment Technology student, Kevin Leach, created
a commercial about AAST which was shared with the audience in
attendance at the awards ceremony. Thanks to all of teachers, staff,
and students whose hard work made this STEM Certification
possible!

AAST Composting Site
The TreeHuggers Club at AAST
is working with Greg
Sponseller, the Horry County
School District Sustainability
Analyst, to launch a pilot
commercial scale organics
collection program at AAST.
This work began with 5
district elementary schools
and 1 middle school in 2015 and has grown to include all of the
elementary schools in Horry County. Over 7 tons of organic matter
is collected from elementary school cafeterias daily as a result of
this program, which works to responsibly dispose of landfill trash,
mixed recyclables, and organics. AAST, ATA, and Early College High
School will all pilot this program at the high school level in the
coming year. Mr. Sponseller is meeting with the TreeHuggers Club
and helping to coordinate their efforts to create signs as well as
videos to promote the program to AAST students and parents. The
club will also participate in a future “dumpster dive” which will
analyze the contents of our cafeteria waste in order to anticipate
the number and type of containers the school will need to collect
organic waste in the near future. Mr. Sponseller anticipates that
the program will collect approximately 300-400 pounds of organic
waste matter on a daily basis. AAST is proud to participate in the
sustainability efforts of Horry County School District and to reduce
its carbon footprint as a whole!

Law Education and Forensic Science Collaboration
Students in Mr. Decerbo’s Constitutional Law class and Mrs. Griffin’s Forensic Science class were combined and then broken into data-driven small
groups. The Forensic Science students used investigation protocol to work their individual crime scenes and process evidence while simultaneously
teaching the law students about the crime scene investigation process. Subsequently, law students taught the forensic science students how to write
an affidavit based on their specific crime scene analyses. Next, the law students prepared
and trained the forensic science students in courtroom procedures and etiquette focusing on
how to testify as an expert witness. Lawyers (Constitutional Law students) wrote direct and
cross examinations for the expert witnesses (Forensic Science students) and a series of mock
trials ensued corresponding to each crime scene. Dr. Austin M. Hitt, Associate Professor of
Science Education at Coastal Carolina University, was on hand to help score student
performance and to provide feedback. Together, these cross-curricular groups attained a
deeper understanding of the careers represented by both courses. As one student reflected,
“Explaining to other students forces more detail and gives purpose to the assignment. It
applies what I learned into a real scenario.” Thanks to both of these teachers and all of the
students for working together to create such a STEM-rich learning experience!
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Honda Tour
On December 13, students from the
Computer Science major along with students
from the Pre-Engineering major toured the
Honda manufacturing facility in
Timmonsville, SC. Thanks to the staff at the
Honda facility for hosting our students and
exposing these young people to the career opportunities in
automotive
engineering and
manufacturing
that exist within
STEM fields right
here in our own
state. Honda of
South Carolina is
committed to the
concept of being
involved in the
communities where associates live and work as an enduring,
reliable, and dedicated partner, and we at AAST are grateful for
the opportunity to partner with this company for the betterment of
students in our home state.

SIMT Tour
Pictured below: Student using an Oculus
Touch in a manufacturing training video
demonstration with SIMT VP.

Pictured above: Students learning about big data
monitoring in the SIMT Digital Listening Center.

The mission of the Southeastern Institute of Manufacturing
Technology is to support its students’ and college’s future through
the development of exceptional business solutions for its clients in
a timely, efficient manner by providing leading subject matter
experts, effective communication, personal attention and
unparalleled service to its customers. The Pre-Engineering and
Computer Science students visited this facility on January
19th. Thanks so much to Tressa Gardner, the Associate Vice
President of SIMT for hosting our students and exposing them to
the business and industry possibilities in South Carolina!

Holidays at AAST

Though the Thanksgiving and Winter Holiday, AAST has much to give thanks for. All
students and faculty participated in our traditional Thanksgiving Day meal where
teachers work with the cafeteria staff to serve EVERY interested student a free
Thanksgiving meal, paid for through school parking lot and parent donations. AAST
faculty, staff, and students owe a huge THANK YOU to the members of the School
Improvement Council (SIC) for organizing the cookie day event and a staff holiday party. Our parents generously treated staff members to a wonderful Holiday Staff Party
which included snacks, desserts, and gifts for every AAST employee. Our parents,
students, and faculty also contributed to our annual Academy Santa giving to support
AAST families in need. AAST is proud and grateful to have such awesome support from
its SIC and the Parent Involvement Committee, as well as its students, faculty and staff.
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Creativity in Web and Digital Communications
The Office of Career and Technology Education recently sponsored the Student
Theme Design Competition in which students across the state competed to
design the brochure for this year’s Education and Business Summit. After
meeting to score the submissions, the committee decided to feature two
student submissions. The first place winners are Danielle Silvestri and Julia
Valencia from AAST! The design created by these two students will be
featured on the front of the conference program. Also, the first and second
place winners will be recognized at the student awards program at the
Education and Business Summit on Sunday, June 25, 2017, at the TD
Convention Center in Greenville, SC. Jared
Haines also submitted an entry to the
Education and Business Summitt Student
Theme Design Contest and received a
Certificate of Appreciation for his
participation.

Congratulations to Grace Sutz, DC junior, for being selected as a finalist in the
Drexel University 2017 High School Photography Contest. Her photo will be
framed and on display in the gallery on the campus in Philadelphia, PA from
2/11 until 3/5. Tal Tamir, another DC junior, is featured as the model in this
photo. (Pictured right)

Veteran’s Day

In recognition of Veterans day on
November 11, 2016, faculty and staff at AAST who served in the
armed forces were given posters with the American Flag and a
“Thanks for your service” message printed across the front. AAST
veterans include: Mr. Scott Raypole, Ms. Josepha Wegner, and Mr. Johnny Lewis. AAST is proud to be
the home of these American veterans! Thank you to DC students for producing such wonderful
graphics for teachers to hang in their classrooms. ET students also made a Veteran’s Day memorial
video which was shared to all AAST students and faculty to remind us why we recognize our veterans.
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Polar Plunge

Once again, AAST’s team #Koipride participated in the annual
Special Olympics Polar Plunge event held February 4, 2017 at
Ocean Annie’s at the Sands Ocean Club resort. Thanks to the
tireless efforts of AAST’s SRO, Cricket Barnes, AAST’s
monetary contribution of $6,500 surpassed our last year total
by more than $2,000. AAST had a large delegation of plungers
on site and continued the tradition of creating a sand
sculpture for participants to enjoy and admire. Thousands of
people with intellectual disabilities benefit from the
opportunity to participate in the Special Olympics every
year. The organization receives no federal funding and
depends entirely upon private and corporate
support as well as the volunteer efforts of
hundreds of people who provide services at
no cost to the participants and their
families. AAST
is proud to
participate in
this worthy
annual event!

Pictured above: AAST administrators Jones and Wilson
and SRO Barnes are joined by Horry County Police
Detective Marcus Rhodes, event chairperson, proudly
received another Cool School Award at the event.

Pictured above: AAST art student Jordan Noel led the
team in sculpting a sea turtle.

Support Staff of the Year
Jennifer Moore, AAST administrative assistant, was selected as the AAST Support
Staff of the Year for 2016-17. She is a crucial part of AAST’s family in that she works
diligently to communicate vital information with parents and students. She works
tirelessly to make sure that the school is a warm and welcoming place in which its
stakeholders feel valued and appreciated. Every event at the school benefits from
her efforts and is improved by her contributions. From setting up meals for our
Advisory Council meetings with community members to sending out email alerts
to parents, Mrs. Moore has a hand in most of AAST’s daily tasks. In short, the school
would not run as efficiently if Mrs. Moore were not a member of the
team. Congratulations Mrs. Moore!
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Grand Strand Technology Council Awards Gala
AAST was proud to have so many faculty and
students nominated by local industry leaders and
colleagues to be recognized in one of the many
award categories.

(Photo above) Kevin Leach, AAST student and GSTC intern, Ms. Robin
Jones, Mrs. Kathi Johnson, Bailey Johnson, Ms. Cathy DeSimone, Mrs.
Mariah Reiss, Marianna Moawad, Mr. BJ Scott, Mr. Blake Vaught, Mr.
Michael Easler, and Ms. Kelly Wilson attended the GSTC annual Gala on
January 19, 2017.

(Photo above) Mr. Bucky Sellers is awarded the
John D. Sanders Lifetime Achievement Award by
Mr. Jason Green President of the GSTC.

(Photo right)
Mrs. Kathi Johnson
and Bailey Johnson
(2016 Student Innovator
of the Year Award Finalist)

(Photo right) Principal Robin Jones of AAST with
Ms. Cathy DeSimone(2016 Innovation in Education
Award), Mr. Bucky Sellers (2016 John D. Sanders
Lifetime Achievement Award), and Marianna
Moawad (winner of the 2016 Student Innovator of
the Year).
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Honor Roll
AAST administration and faculty is committed to continually recognizing students for academic achievement. Two
brief honor roll split lunch assemblies were held on February 3rd to highlight students who made the honor roll.
Through support of our school improvement council and parent involvement committee, we reach out to local
businesses to provide incentives for students keeping up the good work.
A huge thank you goes out to Logan’s Roadhouse and Bojangles for providing rewards to those students who made
the all A or A/B honor roll for the first semester! A special thank you to Ms. Mueller for making the contacts with
these businesses! A list of Honor Roll recipients will be posted on the AAST website.

Administrators Elfin’ Around

AAST’s ET department created
a holiday video to serve as
AAST’s Christmas card. Talent
show winner Jaida Lankford
performed Perry Como’s
Home for the Holiday’s.

Vickie Gilbert Retirement

The end of fall semester marked a bittersweet
milestone for the AAST Science Department and the entire
AAST family. Mrs. Vickie Gilbert formally retired from her
career as a science teacher in Horry County Schools. AAST
faculty and friends honored Mrs. Gilbert’s retirement with an
after-school gathering at which Mrs. Gilbert was showered
with gifts to keep her busy in the next phase of her life. We
love you Vickie! Mrs. Gilbert, you will be sorely missed!
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Winter Formal

Thanks to the AAST Student Council for putting together a fantastic
Winter Formal this year. Students had a great time on December 2nd
at OZ/Club Malibu (Broadway at the Beach)!
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AAST Welcomes Vanessa Wyche!
On February 7, 2017, AAST was visited by Ms. Vanessa Wyche, Director of the Exploration Integration and
Science Directorate (EISD) from NASA’s Johnson Space Center. Mrs. Wyche was in town as part of the
Coastal Carolina Women in Philanthropy conference. Several weeks ago when CCU released her name as an
honoree, Mr. Vaught, contacted her and she graciously agreed to schedule time at AAST during her time
here. Over the two hours she was at AAST, she met in a small group with Computer Science majors and
visited the Pre-Engineering class. She later made a presentation to the STEM 9th and 10th grades in an
assembly. Ms. Wyche talked with students authentically about her educational pathway and highlights in
her career to becoming a director. She presented a video about the focus of NASA’s current space programs
and ended her talk by fielding questions from students and teachers. She also took time after the
presentation to speak with many students individually. Ms. Wyche, a native of Conway, SC and graduate of
Clemson University, also encouraged students to pursue all opportunities in math and science while at
AAST. She discussed how NASA seeks graduates from many degree programs including astrophysics,
computer science, and engineering, and finance. She discussed scholarship opportunities and college
internship programs at NASA. Ms. Wyche’s work at NASA supports enabling human and robotic exploration
including exploration systems engineering and integration, mission concept and architecture development,
physical science research, orbital debris and image science research, applied-science mission support, and
curation of all NASA held extraterrestrial samples. She has previously held positions as a flight manager and
director of operations in the NASA Constellations program. As she departed, Ms. Wyche pointed out a
coincidence in AAST’s Koi mascot and the name of all new planet and mass discoveries by the Kepler
spacecraft photometer/telescope. NASA refers to these discoveries as Kepler Objects of Interest (KOIs).

Pictured above: Students were given the opportunity
to ask questions of Vanessa Wyche, Director of the
EISD from NASA’s Johnson Space Center.

11

Teddy Bear Clinic

On December 15, AAST’s Pre-Med majors students hosted approximately 200 Pre-K and Kindergarten students from Palmetto Bays Elementary school. Pre-Med students organized the following exhibits for their guests: an anatomy fair, a safety fair, a medical careers fair, and a teddy bear
clinic. Visiting PBE students and teachers also enjoyed a tour of AAST and left with lots of goodies
donated from community healthcare organizations.

Senior Trip
AAST Senior trip to Disney and Universal was a great success. Students departed from AAST on February 1st and
returned on the 5th. Students enjoyed the beautiful weather and the lack of crowds due to taking the trip in
February. Thank you to Ms. Thompson for organizing the trip and to Ms. DeSimone, Mr. Ligon, and Mr. Easler for
chaperoning.
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Phone: 843-903-8460























Fax: 843-903-8461

Attendance: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
Base school information: check base school websites
Bus issues: Ms. Wilson, kwilson@horrycountyschools.net
Cafeteria/lunches: Mr. Willard, wwillard@horrycountyschools.net
Curriculum Issues (9th-12th): Ms. Reiss, mreiss@horrycountyschools.net
STEM / 9th & 10th Grade Academic Issues: Mrs. Ford, rford@horrycountyschools.net
Dates/event information: AAST website
Discipline issues: Ms. Wilson, kwilson@horrycountyschools.net
District policies and procedures: Parent Handbook on Horry County Schools website
http://www.horrycountyschools.net
Emergency messages for students: Main Office, 903-8460
Grade issues- contact teacher via email (first initial last name @horrycountyschools.net)
Health or medical issues: Terri Cooper, tcooper001@horrycountyschools.net
HC Police: L/Cpl. Cricket Barnes, cbarnes@horrycountyschools.net
IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) issues and scheduling:
wrandall@horrycountyschools.net (MBHS,NMBHS,AHS,LHS,GSFHS)
pbosselait@horrycountyschools.net (SJHS,SHS,CFHS,CHS)
Internships/Shadowing/Field Trips: Major teacher
On-line courses: Guidance
Parent Involvement Program: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net
Parking stickers: Mrs. Furr, sfurr@horrycountyschools.net
Power Parent access: Ms. Grant, cgrant@horrycountyschools.net
SAT/ACT coaching: Ms. Burgess, mburgess@horrycountyschools.net or
Mr. McGinnis gmcginnis@horrycountyschools.net
Volunteering in the school: Ms. Jackson, ljackson@horrycountyschools.net

If you have an address, phone number, email, or emergency contact change during the school year, please be sure to
notify the school office. It is extremely important that we have current information on your student in case there is an
emergency.
Any other issues or specific concerns, please contact our principal,
Ms. Robin Jones rjones002@horrycountyschools.net; 843-903-8460
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